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PREFACE 


READER. | 


In Tres 1 a "bd 
v8 with you in this 
kind, I bave al- 
moi} been: of as 
many Profeſſs rons and Em- 
ploymente, as there be Ciry- 
A 2 Com- 


The Preface 
' Companies: and bave had 
as many ſeveral Names as 
the Grand Seignior bas 
Titles of Honour ; for ſet- 
ting afude the Vulgar and 
Familiar ones. of Rogne, 
Raskal, Dog and Thief 
C which may be taken by way 
of endearment , as well as 
out of, prejuiice by affedie 
as alſo thoſe of: more certain 
frgnification ; as Malicious 
Rogue, ill-natur'd Raskal, 
Lay-dog,, aud  ſpightful 
Thief : [ ſay, ſetting aſrde 
all theſe, they bave travel d 
me almoſt quite through the 


tothe Reader. 
Map. Forin a moment, 1 
got to the Streights, ſhot 
the Gulph, cat the Line, 
and was preſently, Barba- 
rian, Indian, Turk and 
Jew. And, notwithſtand- 
ing this, the Buſmeſs went 
on at home all the while 
beſides; for there 1 was 
Rebel, Traytor, Scot, 
Sadducee, and Socinian : 
and then, you know, I had 
but a little way to Anti- 
chriſt himſelf. & 

I thought it therefore 
the beſs and moſt honeſt 
way , not to conceal theſe 
A 4x things; 


[The Preface 


things; that you being fully 
fatiefied , of that pernicious 
poyfon that was in the for- 
mer , y0u-may carefidlly a- 
waid the danger of being in- 
feted by this ſecond : but 
if you are fo bold as to wen: 
gre 4 blowing up up ; look cloſe- 
ly to it: For h Phot lies 
Jeadh deep, and "twill be 
between your Legs before 
you be aware of it ; for this 
5 full aut as - ſeſuirically 
contriv'd as the other was 
faid , and thought to be. 
But, of all things, have 4 
care of putting it into your 
Pocker, 


to the Reader. 
Pocket, for fear it takes 


Fire'; ar rMtis away with 
aur Breeches.  Andif you. 
can ſhun it , read it not 
when z you are "alane or, at 
leaft, not late 'in the Eve- 
ning : For the Venom is 
firongy ſt about Aioge ; 

and ſeizes moi} wio ently 
upon the Head, when' the 
Party is by binſelf And 
if you happen on any doubt- 
ful Expreſſion, be ſure you 
take it for the preſent, ' int 
the wort ſence ; for you 
may abate again, after the 
peat of #he the Weather be 


OVEN, 


The Preface - 
over. And if at any time 
you find the Viper begin 
to. creep upon you; rm | 
inſtantly out- of your Cham- 
ber, and get into any com- 
pany, and fall to rayling 
immediately as hard as e- 
wer you can (nay, ſay ſome- 
what to your ſelf as you 
go along in the Streets ) for 
fury and paſſion whets 
the Blood, and keeps the 
Enemy at a diſtance : and 
is found to be as good a- 

 gainit any Bookiſh Infe- 
 @ion, as a Glaſs of Sack 
is again the Plague. I 


ſhall 


to the Reader. 


ſhall not tell you one Line 
of what is in it. And 
therefore conſider well what 
you do, and look to your 
ſelf But. if you be re- 
ſolu'd to medale , be ſure 
have a care of catching 
cold : and keep to a mo- 
derate diet, for there is dan- 
ger, aud jeopardy in it be: 
LY | 
And I mus defrre, "as 
when you come at a N cigh- | 
bourins Miniſter of the 
Anſwerers , looking over 
his five hs Un Sermons : 
that you do not believe me; 
Ss | For 


The Preface. 
For I find, that be did not 
look the all over with hi 
ontward Eye, bat only eah 
kd them wuer in bis mil, 
And T- deſire do , that 
the Anſwerer would belies 
bimſelf,” and not me : Fot 
I would not, by aity meat. 
have bim write a Book only 
thout that Mifiahe. Aid, 
indeed, whereas be ſays in 
bis firf page, that one 
deſign! of his VW riting was 
to make ah acknowlede- 
ment , that a great part 
of what I writ was true: 
I wiſh that either" be wonld 


have 


to the Reader. 
bave let my Truth have 
ſhifted for zt Jeff, with- 
out the help of his achnow- 


ledgment (for , 1 prof 


he has prevented me kil- 
ng I hnow not how ma- 
zy Qtters ) or elſe that 
F& would bave divided his 
Letter ' into two parts ; 
and bavue Plard the An- 
fer by i ſelf, and the 
parti tiryarhd by it ſelf - 
Which if be had done , 
and pickd them duely and 
carefully ; he might have 
written all that, which 
be calls Anſwer , mport 
very 


"The Preface 
very little more than bi 
T humb-nayl. 

And r muſt particularly 
beg of the Scripture Non- 
Conformiſts , that they be 
wot too ſevere upon a ſmall 
Lay-miſtake : For my Bi- 
ble mot lying jus _ | 
my Elbow , r find , 
 bave -in one place Auk 
our Saviour ſay that. 


which indeed John Bap- 
eilt ſpoke ow Dams: for 


him. 

Anl , becauſe I am- in 
the begging humour , 1 muſt 
crave further , that if a- 


ny 


.. to the Reader. 
any of. you hear of a fecond 
Anſwer coming out againſt 
my former Letter, 60n- 
cerning my putting the 
Tarts before the Chick- 
ens ( for I am given to un- 
derſtand, that ſuch an Obje- 
Gon ws urged ) that by 
all means you preſently 
ſtop the Preſs: for moſt 
certainly Chickens ought 
to have the Precedence of 
Tarts; both by an in- 
difpenſable right of nature, 
and by the juſteſs, and 
traditions of Cookery : and 
1 ſhall always be -ready 
70 


The Preface, &c. 
to, acknowledge, rather 
than defend ſuch m- 


[t] 


DE DEE DER 
SOME 
OBSERWV ATIONS 
UPON THE 


 ANSVVER. 


| To an ENQUIRY into the 
GrRounDS & OCCASIONS 
OF THE 


Contempt of” the C ergy, 
Cc. 


Z Hat Service you or I 
Tr D ſhould do to Church 


| #7 or State by cracking of 
£2 Nuts, I do not under- 
neo. ſtand; excepting the 
caſo of Cheſuitts, upon which, as it 
has been reported, the Kingdom of 
Naples has ſome myſterious depen- 
dence 3 but however to this Employ= 
ment our old Friend, and Acquain- 
B tance 


[2] 
tarice V. $. adviſes us, rathe? than 
fo diſturb the world with 1dle wiſhes, 
and dangerous endeavours of doing 
any good. For, although what I 
ſent you in my laſt, may poſſibly be 
molt of it true, and might 1n the 0- 
inion of ſome haſty men be count- 
ed uſeful; yet there be others of a 
more wary and deliberate Judg- 
ment, that ſay it muſt not be true, 
neither ſhall 1t be true, becauſe there 
- 1san antient and received Axiome a- 
monglt Sateſmen z That all things that 
are true are not fit to be ſaid at all 
times; as the Anſwerer to my firſt 

I etter moſt politically obſerves. 
Now, Sir, this ſame Friexd of ours 
does not tell me plainly, whether he 
expects to hear from me again ; and 
if he does, for my part, I know no- 
more what to write, than he knows 
me. For his Love and Tenderneſs 
towards mc is ſo very great, that It 
will ſuffer him to anſwer but to'very 
Hittle of my Letter (as you know, 
'Sir, Friends, if they be dear indeed 
ant indeed. are very lothito — 

| an 
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and contradict one another ) and 
therefore he troubles not himſelf 
much about that 3 but only. he aſligns 
me over to,, God knows, how many 
further. Anſwerers : . as, firſt of all, 
I am to be quarrell'd with by all the 
School-maſters of the Nation, for un- 
dervaluing the great Ordinance-days 
of Humiliation and Repetition. Next 
of all, Iam to be verlifyed upon par- 
ticularly by the Weſtminſter Scholars; 
who are to perſecute me ſeverely 
with Poetical Sqnibs, and Crackers. 
If theſe do not effect the. Buſineſs, 
then Cowley 1s to be raiſed from the 
Grave, on purpoſe to make a Piz- 
darique upon me. After all this, the 
Convocation 1s to, meet, and have a 
Seſſzon on purpole, to pick out one 
of a nimble Pen, and a ready Wit, to 
recover the reputation of the meaner 
Clergy. But, 1f theſe all fail, and 
ſnould not humble me, then by way 
of Pigeons, and a PoStſcript, he ad- 
viles the Gertry of the Nation to 
raiſe all the Train'd Bands, and 
Connty-Troops, to be in Arms againſt 

Þ 2 ate 5 
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me; and having well whetted tbejr 
Swords, to make ſharp ThruSts at 
me , and to wound my Reputation, 
in order to the Redemption of their 
Cozen Hellen, who was carried Ca- 
ptive to a ſmall Yicarage. In ſhort, 
Sir, it is very plainly the opinion of 
the Anſwerer , that if ſome body 
does not take me in hand, and (as 
he ſays, p. 22.) do not ſeck to leſſen 
the value of my Letter, and that very 
ſpeedily, the Church will certainly 
be all funk by MA4ichaelmas next, 
and the Sfate will tumble after it in 
th: following Spring. Bleſs me! 
think I, what's the buſineſs? a man 
cannot wiſh a few honeſt, and inno- 
cent withes, but that preſently he 
muſt be rhym'd on, confuted, and 
forght 5 but that he malt be bound 
over to Weſtminſter S$quibbers, hard 
Thruſters, and Reputation-wonnders. 
And for what 2 Only for endeavour- 
Ing to procure the meaner ſort of the 
Clergy a little more Money, and a 

few more Books. 
But, perhaps, Sir, there may be 
{ome- 


C5] 
ſomething elſe 3 We had beſt thare- 
fore look a little into the Anſwerer , 
to ſee where the offences lie, and 
where we are likely to be quarrell'd; 
for this Gentleman letting off the 
Gun very eafily, fights but very lit- 
tle himſelf; but only ſets out the 
ground for the Battel, and claps his 
hands, and cries, He//oo, to the Ar- 
mies that are drawing up. 

But before that be done, I cannot 
but take notice, that although our 
Friend, for old acquaintance ſake 
( which poſſibly might be begun at 
Padua; for where elſe I ſhould be ac- 
quainted with any 77.8. I cannot de- 
viſe ) in many places, 1s very pro- 
digal of his ſweet Exprefſions to- 
wards me 3; yet, I perceive, it 1s al- 
ways done with a very wary pru- 
dent reſerve: For his Love and good 
Opinion of me ſeldom hold above 
a Page together, if ſo long. Inone 
place of his Preface, he thinks him, 
whom he anſwers, 4 very honeſt Gene 
tleman ; but in another Huft ( lays 
he ) We are as good men as himPelf. 
3 and 


[6] 
and have reafon to quarrel with the 
world, that we are not more admired 
and honoured. For my part, I began 
to call for my Whinyard, being al- 
moſt afraid that he would have 
drawn 35 but all was over preſently 
again 3 for, in the next ſide, he falls 
into ſuch a commendation of me, for 
joining the Credit and the Serviceable- 
eſs of the Clergy togetber, as if he 
would have fed me with nothing but 
Srgarsſops and ſoft Fellies;zbut yet, for 
all that, e're he cloſes up his Preface, 
he ſets my unwilling teeth to the dith- 
cult task-of cracking Nuts.Nay,lome- 

-times his affection riſes, and falls, 
within fix lines compals 3 for 1n the 
beginning of the firſt Page of his An- 
ſwer, he ſeems ſomewhat timorous, 
and doubtful : Either (ſays he) the 

Author does truly believe, and affed1a- 
ately bewail, or does very vainly, if. 

not hypocritically too, enquire into the 

Grounds and Occaſions of the Contempt 

. of the Clergy, But this trembling 

and jealous Fit was quickly over; for 

the very next Line, he loves me like 
mad ; 


EF) 


mad 3 ſaying, that he does readily 
believe ( notwithſtanding the fre- 
quent drolling that might make ſome 
ſevere men to doubt )that IT amin good 
earnesf,, When I had read theſe 
words, doubtleſs, think I, now 
twill be a Match; and I;'may ven- 
ture now ſurely to ſpeak, for the 
great Cake. But, alas, this Paſſzon 
call'd Love, is ſuch a Paſhion- for 
changeableneſs! for before I had 
made an end of that Side, all was 
Dough again, and he falls into ano- 
ther 2zaln z and doubts whether 772 
many things T have ſaid well, 

And thus, Sir, he carries me from 
Page to Page; ſometimes he makes 
me rich in imagination, and as il- 
luſtrious as a Peer of the -Realm 
but,by and by, he takes away all my 
Treaſure, and credit, ( p. 80. ) gives 
me an 7nevitable choice of Fool or 
Knave. Some flattering, and half 
Friend would have only ſaid, as he 
does, that al/ the Gentry covet my 
Company; and that my Acquaintance 
lics with the Learned Clergy ouly, But 

4. alas, 
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alas, Sir, ”e knew full well, that 
this might have huff'd, and quite 
{poil'd ſuch an unſettled temper as 
mine; and therefore he knew how 
to ſpend good words moderately, 
and how to put ina daſh of Humili- 
ation with diſcretion. To keep com» 
pany only with Worthies, and the 
Learned, is too fatning and foggy 3 
It would in time intoxicate, and 
breed conceit, and bad humours3 
and therefore my Friend knew very 
well, how healthful and ſeaſonable 
it would be for my Conſtitution, to 
take ſometimes freſh Air, and to 
ſend me abroad to gather Briefs. The 
truth of it is, I miſt perfe&ly reſign 
up my ſelf to his management 3 for 
whether I door no, I perceive, he 
will diſpoſe of me according to his 
good pleafure : Sometimes T am per- 
mitted tobe in the right 5 ſometimes 
I muſt be in the wrong; een ac- 
cording to the humour that he is ins 
for once in ſo many Pages, to keep 
me meek, 1t 15 convenient, that faults 


{houkd be found 5 and then he ap- 
plies 


[9] 


plies both eyes to the Book, and 
looks for them with all earneſtneſs 
and diligence: And indeed, Sir; if I 
may ſo ſay without ſeeming conceit. 
ed of my own undertaking z the An- 
ſwerer might as well have excepted 
againſt all the Book 3 and to make 
ſhort of it, have pronounced it one enz | 
tireand continual Lie from beginning 
| ko ending, with as much reaſon, asto 
except againſt many of thoſe places, 
which he has pick'd out to confute : 
Which will more plainly appear by 
the choice of the Objections, that 
he has made againſt my Letter : For 
having moſt carefully perufed his 
Anfwer, I profeſs, Sir, to you, that, 
in my opinion, the moſt ſturdy ones 
which are to be found in his whole 

Book, are ſuch as follow 3 97s. 
That there is ſomewhat in Homer, 
beſides an Accompt of Achilles's Toes, 
and the Gracians Boots. That take 
two Lads, the one ſixteen, the other 
fourteen years of Age he of ſix- 
teen ſhall be wiſer, than he of foxr- 
teen, Cxteris paribus, 7. c. as he cx- 
plains 
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plains himſelf,, If at fourteen, the 
aforeſaid ſixteen Lad hapned to be as 
wiſe as the other is now. That every 
Gentleman that keeps.a Chaplain, has 
not a Cozen Abigail to wait upon his 
Lady, That it is lawful to take a Pre- 
face from Adam, becauſe the New Te- 
ſtament refers to the Old. That there 
75 4 Neighbouring Miniſter of his, that 
has above five hundredSermons by him 
and having lately very well looked over 
the ſame, finds not one of them to be- 
gin with an ingenious Picture, That 
zt is very allowable to ſhred into a Ser- 
mou good ſtore of Latin and Greek 
( at leaſt Latin ) though it be in a 
Country Pariſh 5, becauſe old Mr. Dod 
uſes to ſay,ſo much Latin,ſo much Fleſh. 
That it is a great joy, and refreſhment 
to a Miniſters own underſtanding to 
quote ſeveral Languages, though no bo- 
dy underſtands them but himfelf. That 
though it ſhould be admitted, that for 
the mot part in a Countrey Village 
Latin -1ight be ſpared > yct, if it be out 
of $, Auſtin, 7t is very uſeful, though 
29 Creature in the Pariſh underſtands 
one 


(11) 
ne Title of it 5 becauſe ignorant peo- 
ple are not to be impoſed upon. Laſth, 
That thoſe little Sentences, viz. as it © 
were, if T may ſo ſay and, with re- 
werence be it ſpoken, are very mollify- 
ing Sentences 3 and may with as much 
reaſon be uſed, as (i ita loqui liceat, 
or detur verbo venia. 

Theſe, Sir, as far asT can perceive, 
are the moſt knocking and deftroy- 
ing Objections againſt my Book. As 
for the reſt, he either moſt plainly, 
and grofly miſtakes me: ; orelſe he 
tries to do it, but ſays the ſame that 
I do ( only he does not know of it ) 
when he thinks he contradicts me ; 
All which will appear afterwards in 
their due places ; for I would wil- 
Iingly be as careful to obſerve his 
Method, as he has been induſtrious 
to miſtake my Meaning. 

The firſt thing wherein I am fo 
ſhamefully and horribly out, 1s, that 
T have not ſufficiently reckoned up the 
Grounds and Occaſions of the Con- 
tempt of the Clergy. For that I having 
referred all to Ignorance and 

Poverty, 
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Poverty, Thave, ſayshe, (p 5, &c.) . 
moſt careleſly left out the Papiſts, Je- 
ſuits, Quakers, Nonconformiſts z, and 
(by his leave) he has forgot one, as 
well as I forgot the reſt, and that is 
the Draining of the Fexs; there being 
a near relation between Atheiſm and 
the contempt of the Clergy. But no man 
can think of all things at once. 
Well; and do you think, Sir, that 
our old Friend isin good earneſt, or 
does he droll 2 Does he in his Con- 
ſcience believe that the Papiſts do 
flight and undervalue our Clergy ? 
Do they lay their Plots, and Strata- 
ems to make us daily more and more 
deſpiſed 2 and does he think that 
they are really at the very bottom of 
their hearts, Adverſaries and Enemies 
to the Church of England 2 Well, 
ſuppoſe they be;what would he have 
me to doin this caſe > Muſt fet fail 
preſently for Roz2e, or diſpatch a let- 
ter forthwith to thePope,deſiring him 
out of all love, to tie up all his Prieſts 
and Jeſuits, and not ſuffer any one of 
them to croſs our Seas - and further- 
more 


2 ny 
more, to let his Holineſs know, that 
in good truth he does not do at all 
lixe a Gentleman, to let his Agents, 
and Emiſſaries ramble up and down 
with Swords, and long Perzkes, and 
other faſhionable diſguiſes 3 inveag- 
ling thoſe of our Charch, and ſearch- 
ing up and down in unknown ha- 
bits, for ſome of the leaſt of our 
Learned Clergy 3 puzling them with 
Sophiſmes,and making their Triumphs 
over them > Do you not think, Sir, 
that he would liſten to this, as he did 
to the ©zaker, that went over to 
convert him ? Surely the Azrſwerer 
cannot be ſo ignorant of the Romziſh 
Church, and Conſtitutions, as not to 
ſee, that ſo long as the Pope believes 
himſelf Supreme and T»falible, or 
(which 1sall one) endeavours to car- 
ry on the humour of being thought, 
and believed ſo to be; ſolong as the 
Proteſtants ſtand in their opinion for 
Schiſmaticks z and they believe, or, 
at leaſt ſay they do, that there 1sno 
ſalvation out of their own Chrrch ; 


fo long as they think themſelves ob- 
liged 
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liged, or pretend tothink, that they 
ought touſe all Arts, and Means, to 
reſtore all again to themſelves, and 
-to fruſtrate all the Intents of the Ae- 
formation;Laſtly.ſo long as they think 
themſelvesJudges,or will judge what 
| Means are moſt likely to be ettectual 
to bring about thetr defigns, ſhall we 
imagine that they will beg our leave 
to comb their Perukes, before they 
come out of their Dreſſz2g-Room 2 of 
that they will take our advice what 
ſtreet they ſhall walk in 3 what Com- 
pany they ſhall keep, and whom they 
ſhall diſpute with 2 Now, Sir, bes 
cauſe I thought it next to1mpoſlible; 
to hinder altogether their contriving 
our contempt (it being in a manner 
in the Body of their Religion ſo to 
do) as alſo that there be ſeveral wiſe 
and wholſom Statutes of this Realm, 
with all care and prudence at firſt 
made, and fince often renewed (and 
now lately inforc'd by firict Proclas 
ation ) to prevent their bad intent1- 
ons towards us.and to defeat.as much 
2s may be, their plots againſt us ; if 


the 
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the Anſwerer would but have cons 
fidered of theſe things, and had he 
| but had that ſame gratifying Maſter 
of his,-whouſed as he ſays, fo to s- 
pen his underſtanding in the Caſe of 
Juvenal and Florus; perhaps - he 
might begin to gheſs, why I did not 
particularly inſiſt upon the Papiſts, as 
great occaſions of the Contempt of 
our Clergy, but left them, and many 
ſuch things, to be treated of by him : 
In doing of which ( although I am 
not apt to boaſt of good works ,) I 
did very friendlily: For had Inot 
left two or three ſuch things un- 
touch'd, he would have been hard 
put to it ( as far as I perceive ) to 
have found Furniture for his 4- 

ſwer. = 
But yet for all that, if I were 
highly pleaſed with my own Adel; 
and were reſolved tohale, and fetch 
in all to my two choſen words of 
Tenorance and Poverty, and ſtifly to 
defend the ſame; I could then; Sir, 
for a necd, tell him, that many have 
been tempted to turn Catholicks ( as 
they 
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they call them) for want of pres 
ferment 3 and many have been a- 
buſed and fſlighted by them, and 
brought themſelves and others of 
their Profefiton into Contempt, for 
want of Knowledge. | 
Now, though I never expected, 
thatall the Clergy of England ſhould 
be /o ſubtile in Logick, ſo cunning at 
antwiſting 4 Complex Theme, ſo ex- 
perimentally skalled in Subjet and 
Predicate, ſo accurate at forming a 
_ = dt hunting out an Etymos- 
to the firſs Original ( asT per- 

es. AM the —_— is, by what "a {ſo 
earneſtly recommends in ſeveral 
places ) but that here and there one 
in a County might poſitbly be worlſt- 
ed by a keen and pinching Feſuitezyet 
certainly, if the Clergy 1n general 
were better furniſhed with all ſorts, 
and advantages of Learning , it 
would be more dithcult for thoſe di- 
Iigent Enemies of ours, to meet 
with' ſo many frequent opportuni- 
ties of Victory and Conqueſt: and 


thereby, you know, v1r,the —_— 
| and 
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and Occaſions of the Confempt of 
the Clergy would be much leflery d, 
though not altogether removed + 
For I hope, that no body counts me 
fo extravagantly mad, atid doting, 
as to think that I ſhould believe, 
that 1t might poſhbly be ſo contriv'd, 
that there ſhould nor be any living 
creature in Orders in the wholeland; 
but ſhould be ſo rich, and learned.as 
that he ſhould never tempt any man 
to diſeſteem him; or that he ſhould 
behave himſelf fo worthily, and diſ- 
creetly, that it were impoſlible for 
the vileſt Raskal, Yarlet, or Infidel. 
in the world not to reſpe& him, and 
attend to his Doctrine 3 (which 
1s a thing that the Anſwerer has a 
great mind that I ſhould ſay, becauſe 
he can contradif it ) ſeeing that I 
had ſaid ſeveral times in my Letter, 
as alſo in. the Preface, that I would 
propound nothing, as near as I could, 
but what was hopeful, and craicable. 
Which thing if he ha4 been at lei- 
fure to have minded, he need not 
then have held up his hands fo 

C high 
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high, and repeat it ten or twelve 
times with ſuch wonderment, that] 
ſhould refer all to Poverty and Igno- 
rance. 

I amvery loth, Sir, to go about to 
abate the 4»ſwerer's prizing himſelf, 
for diſcovering ſo many other ſeve- 
ral occaſions of the Contempt of the 
Clergy, | beſides thoſe which I men- 
tioned: but I perceive he ſeems 
mightily concern'd ( as you know, 
Sir, one Friend cannot but be for 
another ) that I ſhould be ſo lamen- 
tably miſtaken, as toſay, that what- 
ever leſſen the value of the Clergy, or 
render: it leſs ſerviceable to the world, 
than might be reaſonably hoped, may 
be all referred to Ignorance and Pover- 
ty. For, ſays he, p.7. The Occaſions 
of the Contempt of the Clergy are not 
only ( on our part ) Ignorance and 
Poverty. Again þ. 18. You had ſaid 
enough, lays he, if our Ignorance and 
Poverty had been only ſome, or the 
main of thoſe things that leſſen out 
value, and not the only things. And 
þ. 22, Wherefore again, ſomewhat elſe 

js 
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is ſometimes the occaſion of the Con- 
tempt of the Clergy. And p.'23. IT wiſh, 
ſays he, you had not ſaid,” Whatever 
lefſen the value, &c - So that I 
perceive, if I had faid that Powerty 
and Tgnorance had been ſome of the 
Cauſes, or the main, Or chief occa- 
ſion, or the like, it had paſſed well 
enough 3 .(T might poſſibly have had 
the Gentlemans Daughter ; _) but to 
| fay they are the ozly; that there is 
othing beſides 3 to put in' that ſtab- 
bing word #hatever, it was an un- 
kind, and unfriendly Expreſſion. 
Truly, Sir, you know pretty well 
my temper; and I believe, would 
vouch for me, that I had no malice 
in my heart, when I ſaid Whatever. 
But I much wonder that the Arſwer- 
er, who did ſo often, and ſolict- 
touſly wiſh, that that ſame offenſive 
word Whatever had been left out, 
ſhould overlook thoſe others that 
are in the ſame Sentence 5 viz. than 
might be reaſonably hoped; or if he 
did not, what did he think they 
meant? he may believe me, that 
| C 2 thoſe 
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thoſe words were not put in by 
chance, and'( being ſlow to confeſs) 
now made uſe of to deliver me from 
a dreadful Miſtake : But I intended 
thereby to fignifie two things 3 firſt, 
That I would enquire into ſuch cau- 
ſes, and” grounds, as might be rea- 
ſonable, and proper for me to en- 
quireinto 3 and not into ſuch things, 
as were already taken care of by 
the Laws of the Realm, or Canons, 
and Conſtitutions of our Church, as 
was before: hinted. And had wean 
AGF .of Parliament, that were 1n as 
good force, againſt the Poverty of the 
Clergy, C which a worthy, and very 
v7 Th learned Anthor 1n a late Trea- 
et" tiſe tells us, might be ſo or- 
dered, as it might not be very grie- 
vous: to the SubjeF# ) as againſt the 
forreign, and domeſtick enemies of 
our Church; T had left out that as 
well as thoſe many other cauſes, 
which the Anſwerer thinks fit to 
mention : but indeed as to that other 
buſineſs of want of Learnivgz that 
would ſcarce be eaſily remedied by 
a Vote 
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a Vote of the Houſe, except it were 
extraordinary ful. 

Another thing that I intended by 
thoſe words, was.thatI would meddle 
with nothing that was almoſtimpoſh- 
ble to be wholly avoided:-and there- 
fore at that time, I did not think it 
convenient ,( though perhaps. atfter- 
ward I may ) to tell the people, that 
there are a great many very wicked 
ones in the world, and always will 
be. Such I mean, who defying Hea- 
wen, and even God himſe}f; it is no 
wonder that they are not ſparing to 
a Clergy-man; although he. has a 
very large Parſonage, and although 
he has all thoſe ſa-ze Books, that the 
Anſwerer ſays (p.46.)he has heard of: 
nay, though he be one of his zezgh- 
bouringDo@ors,with his ratl;ygCoach: 
for we have thoſe that can. cxrſe and 
ſwear, as loudas that can rattle, and 
rumble, let the road be never ſo un- 
even, and the Coach-mman drive ne- 
ver ſo hard, and fo they will, fo 
long as they give themſelves yp to 
the Devil, But I thought it not fit to 
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write a Letter to Him, to chain' up 
his buſie ſpirits of darkneſs, from in- 
termedligg with affairs on Earth ; 
nor to inſert hi for one Ground or 
Occafion of the Contempt of the Cler- 
23. But this, I think, may conveni- 
ently be faid, that whatever number 
we have of thoſe that are deſpiſers 
not only of the Clergy, but of all 
that is Br" and that wereI to write 
my firſt Zetter again 3 I cannot ( by 
the bleſſing of God ) think of any 
more proper way, either to recover 
them from perpetual ruine, or to a- 
bate their infeting of others, than 
with all earneſtneſs to wiſh that there 
might be dayly additions of ſuch to 
our Worthy Clergy, whoſe Counſel, 
Value, and Example might win them 
by degrees into ſome aſe of Rel:- 
gion, and better opinion of thoſe 
that are more pecultarly the Main 
tainers of the ſame. * 

' Tknow there be ſome, who having 
a great mind to diſlike ſomething or 
other, think they have made a con- 
fiderable Objection againſt what I 
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writ before,by ſaying, That I was ve- 
ry filent asto the carriage.,and coper- 
ſation of the Clergy « which may be 
partly true, and yet no. great omiſ+ 
fionz becauſe I thought, with my . 
{elf, that if there were any want of 
advice, and exhortation to the Cler= 
gy, it might be more proper to be 
performed by ſuch as had Authority 
over them, and power to mind them 
of Eccleſiaſtical cexſures : but, for my 
part, I know very little ſervice that 
L could do in that kind ; unleſs I 
ſhould have rid up and down the 
Country, and turned Parrettor, or 7- 
former 3 and fo bring in a R/ of ſuch 
as are idle and negligent jn their Pro- 
feſlion: An employment, I muſt con- 
fels, that I do not much approve of, 
but ſhall leave it to the ready and 
liſtning Noncorformiſts > whoſe ill 
will to the preſent eſtabliſhment of 
the Church, would make them very 
glad of the office: and, Iam confi- 
dent, they would bring ina very tine 
bill {ince S, Bartholomew the famons, 
if they were but entruſted with the 
contriving of it. C 4 And 
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And perhaps this may in part fatiſ- 
fie what the A-ſwerer thought he ſaid 
againſt me (p. 10.) viz. that Imtegri- 
ty, together with Learning, and an 
Eſtate, 1s more confiderable than ei- 
ther of them or both together. Yes 
truly that it is, by above ten 1n the 
hundred : But yet for all that, he 
need not to think, that ſuppoſing the 
great Tithes ſhould be beſtowed upon 
a Vicar ; that he ſhould preſently fall 
to breaking all the Commandements, 
and ſaying the Creed backwards: for 
that is,or at leaſt muſt be his meaning, 
if he intended to gainſay what I had 
written : that is, that Learning, and 
a'good convenient Eftateare of none, 
or'very {mall accompt,” and uſe ina 
Clergy maxi 3 if there be but integrity 
of Life,and good converſation : Which, 
I ſay, I think is not extraordinary 
true : For take this ſame ' iztegrity; 
that has but'/ittle money, and very 
few Books 3, and give this Integrity a 
good Library,” and the knowledge 
thereof, and an hundred pounds a 
year; and if this Ttegrity he not 
Pept nceged ne ++ -* more 
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more conſiderable,and do more goodl 
1n the world, than poor, naked and 
unlearned Ttegrity, IT never ſaw the 
like of it 3 eſpecially in a Clergy-#2ar, 
who you know, Sir, ſince miracles 
are-ceaſed, are ſuppoſed to come to 
a better knowledge of the mind of 
God, and better able to diſcover the 
fame to the people that are commit- 
ted to their care, by dedicating them- 
ſelves, and their time, to that Defign 
and Service, 
- It 15juſt to as much purpoſe, and as 
much againſt me, what the Anſwerer 
ſays on 1n the ſame Page, viz, That 
very rich and very learned Clere F-41622 
have been deſpiſed; witneſs the B;- 
ſops 1n the late times. Yes truly, I 
muſt needs grant an old- Friend of 
mine, that taking away all their E- 
ſlates, the Arch-Biſhop's Head, and 
putting many of them in Priſon, are - 
notable $7gzs of their being deſpiſed: 
and he miy remember allo, wiks the 
lame deſpiſing Raſcals did to our So- 
veraign the King 5 and what would 


he infer from thence? If any thing at 
all, 
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all, it muſt be, that Aches and Xzow- 
ledge are altogether as uſeleſs, and as 
ſubje&t to Contempt, as Poverty and 
Tenorance - If he pleaſe, he may fo 
infer 3 but when he has done, he 
will ſcarce be ableto hire two ina 
County to believe him, unleſs they be 
very ſpecial and inward Friexds. 

But of all Stratagems that he makes 
uſe of, to ſhew how vain, and ſuc- 
ceſsleſs all my endeavours were like- 
ly to be; that certainly argues the 
moſt of cloſe and thick thinking, 
which he lucks upon (p. 12.) Nay, 
ſays he, Iwill veztare further a little 
to make it appear (and indeed if 
there were ever YVexture made, this 
was one) that Ignorance and Poverty 
are not the only grounds of Contempt 3 
for ſome Clergy-men are as much ſlight- 
ed for their great Learning, as others 
are for their Ignorance, Now,although 
he ſays in his Preface, that he would 
not much boaſt of convincing the world, 
how much I was miſtaken in what I un- 
dertook ; yet, I am confident of it, 
that this Contrivance of his did in- 
wardly 
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wardly as much rejoyce the Cockles 
of his heart, ashe phanſies, that what 
I writ did ſometimes much tickle my 
Spleen. But wherein, I pray, Sir, 
are they ſlighted? O, ſays he, i 
their Preaching 3 a Learned-Scholar- 
Preacher can neither keep the People a- 
wake, nor make ther write after him 3 
whereas a plain right-down leſs learned 
Divine ſhall make them ſtare and ſtart 
again; fo would an honeſt Block-Ri- 
ver with his Beetle, heartily calling at 
the Charch-Door, once in five or fix 
Minutes,as well as the moſt Eccleſiaſtie 
cal Fiſt, powerfully exerciſing upon 
Edifying WF ainſcet. 

- But does hethink, Sir, that Teno- 
rance W1ll out-preach Learning He 
is to remember that into want of 
Learning, I putalſo Diſcretion, and 
want of the uſe of Learning 5 and al- 
ſo conſideration of thecapacity of the 
Auditors 3 and there be many other 
things, befides Greek and Latin, hard 
Words, and ſome Afyſterions Points, 
which to preach to Common People, 
you had as good give them a LeGwre 
about 


[ 28] 
about $quaring the Circle : And there. 
fore he did not hear me ſay, that the 
greateſt Meer-Scholar is always either 
the moſt admired Preacher, or really 
does the moſt good, becauſe many o- 
ther Circumſtances are required, up- 
on which the Fame, and Succeſs of a 
Preacher does ſometimes depend : But 
yet, thus far I durſt vextyre tofſay, 
(ſeeing that we are got upon the Yer» 
turing-Pin ) that he that underſtands 
the Holy Scriptures beſt, and therein 
the Mind of God explained ; (under 
which I comprehend all Learning re- 
quiſite for the ſame) he alſo that has 
the Command of true and uſeful. Ahe- 
zorick ; diſcerning what words are 
moſt proper, and intelligible 3 and 
how they are ſo to be ordered as they 
ſhall not make either any harſh, and 
unpleaſant noiſe, nor be difticultly 
underſtood ; and that has beſides an 
audible and graceful Voice, a come- 
ly and unblameable Geſture 3 if this 
man thus accompliſh'd, be not more 
reſpected,and likely to do mare good 


in general, than he that wants all, or 
has 
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has but ſome few of theſe; then is it 
' a moſt raſhand idle thing, to wiſh 
the very meaneſt we have of the Cler- 
gy, to havehad the opportunities of 
any better improvement. 

But, O, the ſan@ifred poſtures, the 
familiar and condeſcending Similie 
tudes, and the inſinnating and melt= 
ing Voice ! I hope, Sir, they do not 
reſolve to muzzle my Clergy-man, or 
think that I intended only a »nte Dz- 
vine z one that ſhould only frown, 
and forehead his Pariſmoners into a 
Godly Life, inſtead of prudently re- 
proving them 3 and ſaying nothifg to 
the purpoſe, ſhould only chear up 
the people, with drawing up his 
Chaps into a pleaſant Smile, when the 
Uſe of Comfort is ready tocome : Of 
which Religious Face-makers, wehad 
a great plenty in. the late zealous 
times; thoſe, I mean, that uſe to 
turn up the Glaſs, and ſpend aquar- 
ter of it, in rocking themſelves into 
a ſtill fit of Prayer, and then break- 
ing out into a ſudden fright of Devo« 


tion, as if they were rifen from the 
_ dead, 
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dead. Weare, (thanks be to God) 
paſt thoſe days, when the Pulpiteers 
uſe to ſtripand truſs themſelves, as if 
they were to ſhew ſome ſpiritual EM 
bling ; and fo having hung up their 
Cloaks, and put back their Hair be- 
hind their Ears, ſometimes they were 
for bending backwards, as if they 

would take up a Shilling 1n chick 
Eye-lids; ſometimes again for ſtretch- 
!ng upon the Cuſhion, as if they 
would turn over their heads, and 
fhew you the double Summetſet ; but 
then,if there came to be any extraor- 
dinfy Shew, and the Occaſion did 
require any tranſcendent Feats of A- 
Rivity, and great Agility of Body, 
ſuch as a publick Thanksgiving, Or a 
Solewmn Day of Humiliation; ſuch a 
time called only for cloſe Drawers, 
and the Breeches were to be left at 
home.becauſe they were great damp- 
ers of the power of the Spirit, and a 
valt hindrance to the efficacious car- 
rzing on the Work of the Day, and the 
immediately ſucceeding Tax + Then, 


it was that Godline(s chiefly conſi- 
ſted 
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ſted in the management of the Eye 5 
and he that had the leaſt Pupil, was 
the moſt righteous 3 becauſe moſt ea- 
fily concealed by the rowling white. 
Then it was, that they would ſcarce 
let around fac'd man go to Heaven ; 
but if he had but a little Blood in his 
Cheeks, his condition was counted 
very dangerous; and it was almoſt an 
infallible Sign of abſolute reprobati- 
on: And1 will aflure you, Sir, a very 
honeſtman of a Sangnine Complexion, 
if he:chanc'd to come nigh an offici- 
ous Zealot's Honſe, might be ſet in 
the S#ocks,only for looking freſh in a 
froſty morning ;z and yet, forall thar, 
theſe pale and world-renouncing 
8aints, ſhould flily lick up all the 
Sweet-meats of a ſmall Pariſh, and re- 
ligtouſly ſuck down a Pint or two of 
Malaga, and then deſpiſe the Crea- 
ture, unleſs taken with moderati- 
ON. 
What the 4zſwerer meant, in ſay- 
ing, that an unlearned Preacher had 
many ways to keep people awake, 
and to make them as buſte with their 
Pens, 
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Pens, as the Clerks are in their Cha#- 
cery-Office 5 whereas a man of Reaſon, 
and true Eloquence ſhould not fo 
much as draw forth one Sigh, Tear, 
or dropof Ink, I do not underſtand; 

for, for my part, I ſee nothing tothe 
contrary, but that a perſon of: good 
Education and Diſcretion (if he did 
not think it uſeleſs and phantaſtical) 
may hol/ow as loud, as the moſt 1llite- 
rate.of all ; for, Sir, if you remem- 
ber, care was taken, that ſuch as were 
deſigned for the 1iniſtery, ſhould 
bave,not only all their oztwardLzzabs, 
but alſo good, firong, and laſting En- 
trails ; which, you know, Sir, if the 
Mouth does but open, and things be 
but a little ordered, will make z0iſc 
enough. If indeed People were to be 
bellow'd or blown to heaven, then:cer- 
tainly their Herdſ-4z with his Horn, 

might ſave more people of the Pariſh; 
than the 1£7ifter,though he ſplits his 
Fhroat 3' andI deny not, bur that a 
man may be ſcar'd by a whole Cannon, 
or a Crack of Thunder, but ſcarce into 
a good Lite that will hold and con+ 
tinue 5 
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tinuez .and .although to the late fa- 
mous Triers, it was an approved of 
_ Sign of Converſion, to have been in 
a great Storm, or Tempeſt, and to 
have beena little frighted or affected | 
therewith 3 yet I cannot forbear to 
ſay, that that perſon, who has been 
kept awake by a meer hideows noiſe, 
and ſuch a ſtremuoxs Voice that will 
not ſo much as let the poor Jackdaws 
reſt quietly upon the Steeple : when 
he gets but once out of that jarring 
Dir, he may preſently fall aſleep, 
and as well try to meditate upon a 
Sound of Trumpets, as any thing that 
he remembers towards the amend- 
ment of his life. IS | 
 Idid partly, Sir, promiſe to ob- 
ſerve the Anſwerer's Method 3 but I 
am afraid I ſhall not be altogether 
ſo good as my word ; and if I fail, I 
ſuppoſe it is no great matter ; forT 
do not perceive that the cloſeneſs of 
his $zege 1s ſuch, as ſhould ſtridtly re- 
quire any ſuch thing ; therefore be- 
fore I proceed any further, as he 
tells me p. 5. that he has no reajon to 
thank 
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thank me, that T ſhould take notice 
of no other Occaſions of the Contempt 
of the Clergy, but Tguorance and Po- 
verty; ſo, Tamſure, I have very lit- 
tle reaſon to thank him, for trying 
to make people believe, that Tſhoul 
ſay, that whatever Diſgrace or Con- 
tempt did lie upon any of the Clergy, 
it was altogether their own Faults ; to 
which purpoſe, I am confident, he 
ſpeaks nigh twenty times tn his Book, 
By two or three places, Sir, you may 
hefs at his meaning 1n the reſt, p. 6. 
be ſays, © do almo$t inſult over the 
Poverty of the Clergy 3 and that I do 
in a manner excuſe the Laity for des 
ſpiſrng the Clergy; and p. 18. he 
wonders at me for thinking that #he 
Clergy #s. wholly acceſſary to their own 
' ſhame; whereas it is oft-times their 
Misfortune , as he ſays, p..23. and 
the matter had not been much, if 
he would have been content, to 
have been miſtaken all alone by 
himſelf, but he muſt draw in the 
Countrey-Gentlemen, and ſcandalize 
them; and ſet them to make 2 


groundleſs 
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groundleſs and ſenſeleſs Speech, from 
what he pretends they ſhould find in 
my Book ; ſaying, Locks you here, Par- 
ſon, have you ſeen this Book? here is 
one that has made it as plain as the 
Sun, that you are a company of dull 
Block- heads, and that the reaſon that 
Jou are 10 more reſpeFed, zs all your 
own fault 5 and ſo you may een ſink, 
in your own ſorrows,. there 3s no body 
likely to pity you. 

Surely, Sir, the Anſwerer lias got 
my Book purpoſely Printed for his 
own miſtaking ; For, I can find no 
fuch thing at all in mine : namely, 
that all the diſcredit, or calamity that 
falls upon: any of the Clergy is wholly, 
and altogether occaſioned by them- 
ſelves. But the contrary I find almoſt 
every page: asſuppoſea Lad ſhould 
be impoſed upon, and made believe 
hes fit for the Univerſity; and there- 
upon ſhould be preſently ſent away 
with Cato, Corderizs, and Textor's 
[2 pithites for Gunpowder-treaſon 3 > and 
with Myvy &4d: 58% — and perhaps 
the beginning of the next Verſe, ſo 
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fitted to his tongue, that it is ready 
to ſtart out of his mouth at the firſt 
fight of the Theatre, or Kings College 
Chappel : and ſuppoſe when he comes 
there, that his parts are ſuch, that 
the uſes come upon him but very 
ſlowly, or that he cares not much for 
their further acquaintance; having 
been ſufficiently bang'd out of all 
love to them at 8chool already: or, 
ſuppoſe he having a mind to ſtudy, 
has neither Ti-ze, Books, nor Money 
to purchaſe-them: but mult go to 
the. Statiozers, to look what's the 
Engliſh of a word: and that his 
friends being either not willing, or 
not able to maintain him there a- 
bove five or fix months, he goes and 
ſeeks his fortune; and ſo as it 1s in 
the Fable, he skips into the pond, in 
hopes of a flock of Sheep 3 but 1o it falls 
out, that he never arrives to the pre- 
ferment of above twenty pounds 4 
ear, Whereupon, Sir, upon theſe 
and the like occaſions, it ſo happens 
that ſuch an one poſſibly proves 
not very ſerviceable to the Church, 
nNOF 
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nor much eſteemed of by the people: 
Now can any one 1n the world, be- 
ſides the Azſwerer, be ſo mad as to 
think, that I who had reckoned up 
. theſe, and many fuch occaſions. of 
the Contempt of the Clergy.,. and 
finding thereupon, here and there, 
a perſon in orders not fo honoured 
and uſeful, as might be ' wiſhed 3 
ſhould preſently bid him ( or tempt 
others, by what I faid, to doit) go 
hang, damn. or bury himſelf alive, 
FE _—_ drown, or dye in aditch like. 
a dog : he may een thank himpelf*; it 
was perfeatly his own fault : a great 
| lazy lubber , that might have hada 

Living of ſix or ſevenſcore pounds a 
year 5 and he muſt be modeſt, and go 
puling into a private corner with on 
of ſixteen; an idle and unambitions 
Coxcomb, that might have had his 
Barns top full of Corn, beſides two 
great ſtacks in the Tard; and when 
he ſhould be gathering in his refreſhing 
Harveſt, for him to be counting up his 
few in-coming eggs, or ſcrambling 
with the poor Pigg for Plums under the 
Daman 
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Damſin tree © an ill-contriving Raſkal, 
that in his younger years ſhould chooſe 
to lug the bag and the bottle a mile or 
two to School: and to bring home only 
4 ſmall bit of Greek or Latin ws? 
magiiterially conſtrued z aud would 
ot enter Linſetf ints one of the great 
Schools of the Land; where he might 
have received his bell ly full of =. 
ledge iz full chargers —_ afterward 
having five or ten pounds a year plen- 
tifully -allowed him by his friends, 
fhould forſake the Univerſity, and the 
Advantages thereof, and go ſneaking 
into the Country, and ſpend the prime 
of his gears with a company of ſmall 


Grammar-Singers : : a careleſs and im 


propident wretch, that ſhould be ſo 


overſeen, as to be deſcended of ſuch an 
bumonrſome and phlegmatick, F ather, 
who was ſo ſurly, and dull as to beſtow 
upon him aeither Eſtate nor Parts ;, or 
that ſhould be ſo inconſiderate and un- 
diſcerning as that he ſhould ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be begotten of ſuch mean and or- 


dinary Parents : whereas there be ſo 


rd fine and Hall Gentle-folks in the 


world, 
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world, that could have given or pro- 
cured "bin preſent preferment : away 
miſerable and low contented mortal! 
Weep on, and dye ! ſinking in jour O77 
ſorrows,and in your own contrived mis 
ſeries for you are likely to have no help, 
pity or reſpe& from us. 

Afﬀer this rate, Sir, he diſcsedits 
the Conntrey-Gentry, in that Speech, 
which he makes for them 3 as if he 
could find any one creature in the 


whole Nation ( that ever ſaw my_ 


Book ) befides himſelf, ſo egregiouſly 


weak, as to miſtake me ſo grolly as 


he repreſents them to do. 

Neither, Sir, would it ſatisfie the 
Anſiverer to endeavour to make peo- 
ple believe, that it was my opinion; 
that whatever diſeiteem any of the 
Clergy did lie under, was perfe@&ly 
occaſion'd by their own choice, and 
wholly to be attributed to their own 
reele@, and imprudence : but he muſt 
needs go about to draw me in, #0 4#- 
dervalue the whole Clergy of the Land: 
which he has as much reaſon to hope 


to do (from any thing that I aid ) 
D 4 as 


[401 
as to try to perſivade me, that I prq- - 
miſed in my firſt Letter to cut my own 
throat z and for that purpoſe, he 
has ſo ordered the buſineſs, that in 
the Mercnrins Librarips, to the end 
of the Title of his Anſwer, theſe 
words are added, wiz. Wherein is 
contained a ſober vindication of the 
Clergy of England fron the imputation 
of Folly and Ignorance. Now, Sir, 
although I did not ſpend much time 
In contriving a ſet commendation of 
Our wiſe 5g. honograble Clerg yz; yet 
In feveral placesT. faid ſo much, and 
acknowledged it ſo far, chat T 
thought that no body, that would 
but at all attend to what I writ, and 
were not very humorſqme, and Ce- 
viſh beſides, could po ibly miſtake 
my Meaning; my deſign being 
not to make a needleſs and ſo- 
lemn commemoration of the Learn- 
ing and Wiſdom of our Clergy 
(which the whole world hasalways 
admired, and have reaſon ſtill to do, 
and our Adverſaries to dread _) bu 


{til to increaſe the number of our 
| Admirers 
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Admirers, and that we may become 
a greater terrour to the Enemies of 
our Church. Neither, Sir, wasI al- 
together ignorant, how much the 
ordinary fort of our Engliſh Clergy 
do far excel in Learning, the cam- 
mon Prieſts of the Church of Rome. 
But, Sir, asI told you in my laſt, as 
there were very good reaſons ( ever 
fince Zyfallibility, and the ſeveral Arts 
thereunto belonging, was laid a- 
ſide ) for which it might be con- 
venient that our Common Clergy 
ſhould be richer than theirs : So for 
the ſame reaſons, 1t might be requi+» 
ſite ( or at leaſt very defireable) that 
1t ſhould be ore learned ; but for 
all this, Sir, the Anſwerer taking 
no great delight in underſtandin 
what T meant, on he goes p. 25,qmol 
hi$torically ſhewing, that the Ezglzfh 
Clergy, ſince the beginning of P2xeez 
Elizabeth's Reign, is much improved 3 
and the reaſon is, becaule they ca 
now preach much better , than the 
High-Sheriff could the : whom 1 muſt 
grant to be a moſt admirable — 
1 
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if his Pharſce, and Bizkets held out 
good to the end of his Serzzor; to 
which, were it warth the while to 
reply, it might be ſaid, . that ſup. 
poſing the Clergy be ſomewhat im- 
proved fince thoſe days he ſpeaks of; 
and that the reſt of the world ſtood 
ſtaring ſtill at the ſame low degree 
of at. See as then a Clergy-max, 
although but a little amended in his 
judgment, and excelling thoſe of 
former times, would be much va- 
lued, and reſpected. But ſuppoſe 
the Lazty have an odd kind of phan- 
fie to enquire, to improve, and in 
their way and proportion to.grow in 
knowledge alſo; then a little im- 
provement in the Clergy will not 
poſſibly be ſo hugely wondred at, as 
theldnſwerer expects it ſhould be, 
unleſs he could procure an Order ta 
have all that are now living in the 
world, to be preſently knock'd on 
the head, and to 'fetch from the 
Grave the High-Sheriff, and his igno- 
rant Halbertcers to admire the 


growth and increaſe of Learning, 
that 


_ 


that is now to be found in the Pre- 
ſent Clergy. But, for my part, I 
muſt confeſs, I know no reaſon to 
deny, that the Clergy of the Land 
does daily conſiderably improve: 
but withal , I do not -perceive 
where the "Murder > Witchcraft , 

or the Jeſnitiſme of the bufineſs lie, 
either in wiſhing that they may ll 
proceed; or in ghefling why they 
goonno faſter. 

T believe, Sir, you are ſufficiently 
tired with reading the ſmall devices, 
that the Anſwerer makes ule 'of to 
defeat the delign of my Book, and 
the hard ſhifts that he is ſometimes 
put to, to contrive but a conſcionable 
Miſtake 3 but when his parts grow 
low, and his Invention flags, then 
he is for ſeeking out for one of my 
own ſuppoſed 0bjeFjons ( and pre- 
| ſently ſhutting the Book, Icſt. he 

ſhould read any of the Anſwer ) he 
ſpends his time in paraphraſing upon 
that. How often, Sir, he falls into 
this humour, it would colt the Read- 
er near fix pence to know. TI ſhall 
PE NY avs 
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ive you therefore at preſent, Sir, 
a one inſtance of it: About the 
beginning of p. 32. he wonders at 
me very much for ſeeming to fay, 
that the worſt of all Scholars arepick'd 
out for Divinity. For,ſays he, Is it not 
4 ſtrange thing, that they who have di- 
verted to other Studies, ſhould for a 
great part, prove excellent in their 
hind, able Lawyers, expert Phyſicians, 
Cc. yet they only who ſettle to Divi: 
zity, ſhould for the moſt part prove 
otherwiſe 2 Yes truly, 1t 18 a very 
ſtrange thing 3 and I believe the like 
was ſcarce ever heard of 3 eſpecially 
by an Azſwerer , who will neither 
read, nor gheſs tollerably : For, if 
he had but taken that ſame Prope- 
Five-Glaſs, which he adviſed me to 
look upon the Laity withal, Þ+ 5+ and 
had he but turned either end of it 
upon what I ſaid, p. 11, 17, 21 & 
G1. perhaps his wondring in time 
would have ſomewhat abated ; for 
there he might have found, that ve- 
ry few determine themſelves to the 


Profeſſion of Law, or Phyſich,, withs 
out 
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out the conſideration of ſome Fſzzte, 
upon which 'they foreſee they may 
be probably maintained, until they 
gain $skill enough, and reaſonable 
Confidence, to profeſs, what they 
deſign; and, ſure I am, that there 
15 ſcarce now to be found a Lewyer in 
the Natioz, that ever got, or is like- 
ly to get Sauce for a Pullet, but ( be- 
ides his Onzverſtty-preparations ) 
has ſpent the beſt part of his time, 
for fix or ſeven years together to fit 
himſelf for his intended Employ- 
ment 3 and as for thoſe many others 
that go only to the 1275s of Courts, 
to learn and admire the excellent 
Knack of eating without a Trezcher., 
or to know the Porter's Name, and 
the four Terms; theſe are only a 
ſhame to themſelves, no great dif- 
credit to the Profeſſzor 3 becauſe they 
hever intend, nor endeavour to 
practiſe 3 and if they ſhould go about 
it, 1t would be but to very little ad- 
vantage for them to give a proof of 
their ill ſpent time 3 for he that pal- 
pably loſes his buſinefs at the Barr, 

| ONCcEe 


[46] 
once and again, merely for want of 
$kill, and not out of pardonable mi- 
ſtake, he miay e'en run home to his 
Chamber, and lay aſide his Gowz ; for 
his Sword will as well become him in 
Michaelmas-T, erm,as itt the Long Vaca- 
#700. , 
And theſe, Sir, are the choice and 
beſt of the Reaſons, that I can find in 
che Anſwerer 3 3 upon which, hewill 
not ſuffer any of the inferiour ſort of 
the Clerg ne come to any higher de- 
gree of Knowledge, before they en- 
a upon their holy Employment. 
The next thing,that he undertakes to 
ſhew, is, that ſuppoſing the Ignorance 
of any of the Clergy be ſuch, as it 
were conventent to wiſh it leſs : ; yet 
that I have either not truly aſſigned 
the cauſes of it, or have omitted ma- 
ny. And here in the firſt place, he 
falls upon me as ſeverely, as the ve- 
ry Caſtle-keeper himſelf could have al- 
moſt done, for finding fault with the 
common Method of Schooling : In 
which, his firſt Aſſault, about Greek, 
and Latiz, is {0 forcible and furious, 


Av. 
his 
& = 


Ss |. 
his Reaſonings ſo killingly cloſe and 
deſtroying, and all his Deductions fo 
ſecurely back'd and guarded; that I 
was almoſt tempted to renounce Lo- 
gick, and allits works, and never to 
come again Within a furlong of an 
Dutiwiſte 'of complex. Themes 5 but 
preſently to clap Hat under Arm,and 
torunas hard as legs would carry me, 
tothe firſt man that ſold any Amo or 
Tvnlo. About the middle of p. 35. 
(a place Tamſurel ſhall no more for- 
get than Marſtor-Moor ) after a mild 
and gentle Preface, . as ſweet anc 
courteous as Friend could deviſe, v7zc 
T beg your. pardon, ſays he, if The not 
altogether of your opinion, as tothe bu- 
ſmneſs of Schooling. When, alas ! (lit- 
tle thinking I of any ſuch danger, ſo 
nigh at hand ) without mercy he ſer- 
Zes Upon me with the utmoſt vio- 
lence, and dint of Logick, and be- 
ginning with a moſt confounding diſ- 
junCtive Syogiſmr, called by the wic- 
ked and hard-hearted a Dzlezzma, or 
Cornute ( which you know, Sir, 15 the 
moſt barbaraus and unchriſtian that 
can 
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can be invented by man of. Argument ) 
he tells me after this inhumane and 
ſavage manner 3 Fither, ſays he, it is 
zeceſſarj that Greek ard Latin- ſhould 
be leariied, or not, Now, for my 
part, Fire or Water 3 burn or drown; 
T know not which to chuſe. If I fay 
not'z then he has me moſt cruelly 
upon the Hip, and brings me over 
with a moſt deadly Gulſh : -For I, 
thinking nothing of this Miſchief, had 
gone, and fooliſhly faid, that #here 
were very good Books int Latin 4nd 
Greek 3 and- therefore, . ſceing 1 
- cannot avoid. it, - I muſt ſay Yes; 
though it be to the undoing of my 
Wife and Children. Tes, ſays he? 
then if neceſſary, thoſe Langiages are 
to be learned at School, or not: Well : 
It's c'en as good tobe undone at firſt 
as atlaſt; Imulſt ſay Yes again. Yery 
good ! ſays the Anſwerer.z and now we 
have got you thus far, T proceed, and 
aſſume. Nay, think J, now I per- 
ceive, he intends to kill me alive; 
now come French, Spaniard, Turk, 
Tartar, or any deviſable thing 3 for 
| nothing: 
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nothing, I am ſure, can- be ſo heas 
theniſh, and void of all Grace, as a 
cruel and blood-thirſty 4ſumer : But 
I muſt be content 3 for on he goes, 
| and to make an utterend of me, ſays, 
that if Greek 4nd. Latin are to be lear- 
ned at School, then a good proficiency 
3s there tobe made 5 and if a good pro= 
ficiency, then nothing but the meer 
words of the Languages are to be ſtus 
died. ÞButTIknow, Sir, he'll be rea? 
dy to ſay that he does not conclude 
fo:butI care not for that ; for he muſt 
conclude fo, if he intended to con- 
clude againſt what I faid : For Ifaid 
nothing againſt the Languages, but 
only that fome other deliphtful Em- 
ployments. might be mixed wittke 
them 3 and that a very competent 
Skilt therein might poſſibly withmore 
' advantage be gain'd out of ſome 0+ 
ther Authors,than out of Di&ona- 
ries, or Janua's, 'Whichare not much 
better. A Lad ſarely may bring up 
alittle Arithmetick and Geometry ( bes 
fide a good Bouget of Latiz and 
Greek) without breaking the Horſes 

= Back 5 
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Back ; eſpecially if his Fathers mar 
comes -but:along with him. And as 
the Anſwerer ſays, he has heard of 
Fathers, Councils, and the like 3. ſo 
T have heard there 1sa Greek, Euchd ; 
and that there be many Latiz Books, 
out of which, Knowledge, together 
with words, may be-conventently 
learned; But alas ! now I think of it, 
old Folkes will not giveunto Children 
any Reaſon for fear it ſhould choak 
them. What givea.'child rank and 
ſurfeiting ſence! It wut breed Worms, 
the Itch, Kib'd Heels, and Scabby 
Heads. Children muſt haye only. Wa- 
ter-Gruel, -ſcall'd Milk; Bread and 
Butter thin: ſpread, and gay d, and 
ealie digeſtible words. A Triangle 
brings. down: the.Piz of the Mouth'; 
and a Square, if it beany thing large, 
certainly inflames, and cauſes the 
Squinzy.', And, as the Anſwerer lays, 
(p. 37.) 16: 3s Memory alone that 7s to 
be cheriſhed and employed in Lads ; 
that being the great Storehouſe and 
Foundation of al} Learning. Yes tru- 
ly, it ſo; but for all that, Idonot 
| | much 


PS. 
much approve,: that a whole file of - 
Eads ſhall 'be/ all: hang'd up indifte- ll 
rently together, for. not being able, | 
in the ſame time to get, and repeat 6. 
ſo::many .Inches, or Feet of words ; L | 
whereas perhaps ſome of them, ha» || 
ving naturally but a ſmall Faculty 
thitway, have as much reafon to be 
whipp'd, becauſe their Hair. 'is not 
curl'd and flaxen, or their eyes are ||| 
notifgray. 'And whatever Sence the i 
Anſwerer may pretend is tobefound | 
in School-Books to allaſt and*help the 
Memory, yet it is uſually: ſo: undif- 
cernable to Lads, that you had as 
good fet them to get by heart all the 
$igzs from Temple-Bar to Weſtminſter, 
as.many Tasks that they are oft-times 
obliged to. | | 


.And as for the buſineſs of Homer, 
x the Arſwerer will promiſe mie not to 
be angry, I will for once chuſe rather 
to be of my Lord Bacon's Opinion 
than his; who: tells us in his advance- 
ment- of Learning, that he can with- 
© out any difficulty pronounce, that 
* the Fables of Homer (notwithſtand- 
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* ig he was made a kind of Scripture 
<by the later Schools of the Grec7- 
< 4x5 ) had no ſuch inwardneſs in his 
© own meaning; but however as the 
Anſwever well obſerves, there is ſome- 
what elſe in Homer beſides Achilles's 
Toes. But I profeſs, Sir, my mind did 
fo run upgn the fo often commended 
Moveables of the Captain (md\as &yus) 
that I might cafily forget the Buckle- 
Garters. * Butis there no thing elſe in 
that ancient and venerable Poez, but 
ſtoriesof Footmanſhip,&luch like low 
accompliſhments 2 Was it not he that 
laid down the firſt Elements ofPhyſick 
&Chirurgery;&gave the firſt Glimpſes 
for ſcraping of Lint & ſpreading Plas 

ers uponLeatherels he to be underya- 
lued, that is not only the moſt Chriſt;« 
an but. molt Proteſtant of Poets 3 in 
whoſe Works you may not only find 
all PraFical Divinity, as faſt as m the 
 GiitleBook of Picty it (elf but moſtCaſes 

of Conſcience warily reſolved, and 
knotty Controverſies acutely dect- 
ded?ls he to be called a Rumbler,who 


glides as ſmooth as aStar, or a fired 
A Rocket 
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Rocket of Tow ? who was not like 
comon confined Mortals, born at one 
dull place; butat no leſs than ſeven 
the moſt eminent Czties of the EaſteIs 
he, ' with whoſe Works Alexander 
alone could take reſt, when as the 
whole world beſides could not con- 
tenthim 3 and who has been. ſo fo- 
lemnly quoted inall Ages, and fo ge- 
nerally relied on asthe only Standard 
of Grecian Claſſicalneſs, to hecompa- 
red with Garagartua,that was famous 
for nothing elſe but Torchchuls  A- 
las, Sir, this is nothing to what. might 
be found in Hoxer, if people were 
but diligent, and go but deep enough 
into the Grigizal, There is the Je- 
ſuits Powder, that the world hasmade 
ſucha great ſtir abour, lies ſo evident- 
ly in one place, that reading but the 
yery Verſe with true Accext, will al- 
moſt cure an ordinary @xartan.: And 
again, there 1s the Phzloſophers Store 3 
for which people have been groping 
lo many Ages : Icould ſay ſfome- 
what concerning a certain long word 
in the ſecond Ziad, that would 

E 3 encourage 
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encourage an often fruſtrated Phzlo- 
ſopher, - to call for his deſpairing Bel- 
lows, -and prefently to blow up a» 
freſh. *'Arid indeed moſt of thoſe 
rarities, which latter Ages have 
counted  themfelyes-happy, and in- 
genious 1n the finding out; as 'the 
Compaſs, Printing, the Circulation of 
the Blood, and the like, are fiinda- 
mentaHy all in Hozzer; and if peo: 
ple had tiot been lazy and diftruſtful, 
might hive been'long before brought 
tolight, by a httl&help of Didy1 
"And"'this puts me in mind of 
what have heard ſo'often ſaid cots 
cernting his Latiz : Brother, Prince 
Virgzl; namely, that if all Arts and 
Scrences were abſolutely loſt, burnt 
or ſunk; and only V77g7l left ſecure 
In the Capitol 5 they might be' all 
molt eaſily recovered out of him, by 
one that has but ' patience, a black 
eye, and a-good Commertator.” In 
one corner of a Yerſe lie very clofe 
all the Secrets and ſeveral Syſtemes of 
Aftroromy; and though Ricciolas has 
tore; Soares. ary wrt 


x 
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ſeemed to ſearch many Authors for his 
curious Obſervations, and' to have 
ſpent many an hour 1n his ingenious 
Contrivances; yet, if youtrace him 
home, and watch him but cloſely ; 

ou will find, Sir, that he is only a 
Paraphraſe of tour or five'poutids 
price, upon thoſe bare fruitful words 
of the Poet———quo ſrdere- terram. 
From another ſmall quantity - of 
Princely Verſe may be rettieved, if 
need ſhould: be, all the praticalas. 
well as fundamental Laws ofPolzcy 3 
and that Caxdie ſtood 'out twenty 


_ years, only by a right naderſtand- 


ing of —— Apibys quanta experientia 
parcisz keeping cloſe to the Letter 3 
and was afterwards taken by' fome 
idle, and looſer interpretation of 
the ſame words; there 1s nothing. 
more plain. Nay, Sir, I ſhall tell 
you a little further, what a Noncon- 


formzi$t not long ago hinted to me, 


viz, That. if the preſent Fathers of 
our Church would but lay aſide all Ec- 
ekeſfraitical Hiſtory, Fathers, Councils, 
end Canons: he would undertake to 

E 4 draw 
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Araw up, out of the Evangelical and 
Prophetical Writings of Virgil ( as he 
call'd them ) ſuch a Body of Divinity 
and Church-Diſcipline,as ſhould exa@- 
ly agree with the Primitive Do@rine 
and Intentions of our Saviour 5 and 
more than that ( giving mea private 
jogg ) he was almoſt ſure, that #f 
this great Poetical Divine had lived 
in our days, he would have turn'd out 
at Bartholomew for he found 
ſame notable Tnſinuations in the Aus 
thor againſt the Surplice, qnd renoun- 
cing the Covenant. So that, Sir, up-. 
on further conſiderations, I muſt be 
forced to acknowledge what the Az- 
ſwerer ſays p. 38. that together with 
the Fabulous part of Poetry, there is a 
great deal of uſeful Learning tq be 
a a 

But withal, Sir, I muſt beg leave 
to put in a Caution or two, as to 
what was faid a little before concern- 
ing Homer; and then not a word 
more of Homer all this year. And 
firſt of all, I have made ſome little en- 
quiry concerning Alexander's laying 
Hut wth. = 
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him under his Pillow; and I find 
that the Learned differ ; ſome pla- 
—_ him only upon a Stool by the 
Beds-fide, and others over his Head 
upon a little Ridge; the ancient 144- 
zuſcripts not fully agreeing about 
vzs and veg; and as for Aablais, 1 
ſhall not undertake for his heing of 
the Reformed Religion; but as to 
Divine Myſteries, I think that Homer 
and he may equally pretend : and 
. though compariſons are odious, yet 
I am ſamewhat forward to acknow- 
ledge, that the mighty Spirtt of Gas 
ragantua declining the vulgar way of 
coming into the warld,and cunning- 
ly crawling up the Hol/ow Vein, and 
ſo making his Eſcape under his 1/-- 
thers Ear, 1s nat much inferiour ei- 
ther for honour or ſtrangeneſs to that 
Seven-city Birth of Homer. I meet 
indeed ſometimes with idle extra- 
vagant people, that are ſo prophane 
as to compare his Poexzs to Chivy- 
chaſe > but ſach I always check ; 
ſhewing them plainly, that when the 
Poet has a mind to recreate his Read- 

ers 


_ 
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_ ers to purpoſe, than by the elegant 
help of his little tickling 7's and os, 
he could do it ſo effectually, that 
nothing ever came more delightful 
from the Town of Athens. What 
more Theorbo-like than Ti I” nuipel . 
ZTreTo& TorHe avdearre Marrs, What 
more ſmooth and celeſtial than 
EXoivoſe, £xanodle, mou *EreaNO, 
But inded when the Broad Sides of 
Poluphloisboio's, the Hippodamoio's, 
and the Poluſcarthmoio's are dread- 
fully diſcharged towards the upper 
end of the School, and the noiſe 
thereof come grumbling down like 
a Cart over a wooden Bridge; I will 
not fay, but that a ſmall Lad or ſo, 
of a tender Conſtitution, may chance 
to creep underneath the Table. But 
to make an end, Sir, of this z que- 
ſtionleſs there 1s a very peculiar and 
fecret worth in ſeveral Authors; and 
if you want a Bitof ancient Autho- 
rity, to plant Claſſzcally upon the 
Title-page of your Book, there 1s 
none that 1s more fit, or has been 


more ſerviceable. than the worthy 
Poeb 


(593 
Poet before-mentioned. "Nay, ſy 
ſerviceable has he been in this kind, 
that I durſt almoſt venture to fy, 
that if he ſhould by any Misfortune 
be afterwards utterly loſt, he might 
be ſo far pick'd up by pieces out of 
Title-pages, that there ſhould ſcarce 
_ be wanting one 7 amu{pdue- 
'O- 
Avid thus having done with Greek 
and Latin, IT ſhall now. Sir.,' follow 
the Anſwerer to p. 39. whete he tells 
the world, that if he would have made 
the worſt "Conſtru@ion of all things, 
(and indeed worſe I think ns. body 
could have made very eafily) it zs 
my Opinion that thirteen or foiirteen 
years of age is old enongh for a Boy to 
| be dubb'd a Freſhman in the Univer- 
ſity; 'whereas I only ſaid; it is but 
very low and ſlender diet to live fix- 
teen 'years upon the meer {trength 
of words: but notwithſtanding that, 
he hurries on in a moſt ſharp confu- 
tation of me, c#teris paribas, as he 
did about Greek and Latin - but yet 
ſomewhat warlly > quoting by the 
way 
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way Dr. Hammond, and another 
that were admitted info the Univer. 
ſity at thirteen, and did well. Where- 
as, in that place, 1t never en- 
ter'd into my thoughts to conſider 
to what years it was beſt to conti- 
nue at Fchool : but only, let the time 
be what it-will, I thought that ſome 
of it poſſibly might be better ſpent. 
Bnt the 4zſwerer does no more here, 
than jn many placesbefides:for where 
the confutable matter grows ſcarce 
and thinz then he 1s for making 
ſome certain opinion for me z. and 
having deputed me to ſay ſuch 'and 
ſuch words, he begs leave to ſuggeſt 
ſomewhat þ. 40. and then he falls 
with all vengeance upon that ſame 
poor opizior of his own deviling : 
and knocks it and bangs it, to duſt 
and aſhes. And this humour is fo 
powerful upon him, that within twa 
or three pages he isat it again, vi. 
P43. 7t does not, ſays he, always ne- 
cxjerly follow, that Rope-dancers in 
the Schools prove Jack-puddings in the 
Pulpit, No verily, it does not 3 and 

| ] knew 
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i knew it very well: but that does 

not hinder, but that it may ſome- 
times follow, or very often, or - 
ſually happen (as I ſaid pag. 33.) I 
pray, Sir, when you meet the Az- 
ſwerer next,deſire him to look a little 
better to his words : He could not 
be content to put in always inſtead of 
»ſaally ; but he muſt bind it, and 
ram it with zeceſ/arily ; ſaying, zt 
does not always neceſſarily follow, T 
owe him, as I remember, a little cu- 

riofity for treating me ſo barbarouſly 
about that ſame troubleſome word 
whatever, T wiſh with all my heart, 
that he had not ſaid always; for an 
| old friend, an old acquaintance to 
fay always! and to put in zeceſſarily 
beſides ! it was certainly a moſt un- 
happy overſight. But then, I liked 
that which follows ſingularly well; 
z, e, having made me to ſay, that aZ 
that ever had been Prevaricators and 
the like, did always neceſſarily prove 
Triflers inthe Pulpit. There, ſays he, I 
think I have catch'd him bravely; for 
TI know ſome that never came there 5 


and 
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and others that have, who behave 
themſelves ws 4 gravely and ſeriouſly. 
Yes, and fo do know ſeveral ,, that 
have been courted, or forc'd to un- 
dertake thoſe prublick places of wit ; 
who are now in their ſeveral profe/- 
ſons, as conliderable perſons, as be. 
long to our Natioz - But yet for all 
that, as I believe, that it was not 
quibling which made . them ſo corſt- 
| derable; fo ſtill I am apt to think, 
that ſuch exerciſes do provoke fTen- 
der-witted Lads, to ſpend too much 
of their time in ſuch trifles; who 
having no ſuch tempting Examples, 
nor hopes of applauded jeſts, might 
poſſibly have employed themſelves 
10 ſuch ſtudies, as might have made 
more for their own, as well as the 
Worlds Advantage. Tel 
F- wonder what the Anſwerer 
counts ' worth the while; when he 
ſays," pag. 44. he thought it worth 
his, to add a ſupplement to thoſe things, 
which T' had reckoned as cauſes of that 
Ignorance, that is in ſome of the Cler- 
£y« T am not, Sir, fo ridiculouſly 
| fly, 
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filly, as to ſay that nothing might 
be added : But yet in all ſober ſad- 
_ neſs, the Axſwerer muſt excyſe me, 

if I ſay down right, that the Accompt 
which I have given, does not at all 
appear, izperfe#, by any addition 
that he has made. For firſt of all,fays 


he, 7 have skipp'd over the dulneſs of 


ome mens natural parts, Sure- 
ly thoſe places were not rent out 
of my Book, that tell him, not on- 
ly that a Lads parts ought to be 
oheſs'd at, and oft-times might 3 but 
that diſcreet and wife Phyſicians 
ſhould alſo be confulted, before it 
ſhould be determined that he ſhould 


live by Learning. T did not indeed. 


give any particular directions that 
every Lad, before he was ſo deter- 
mined, ſhould take a certain pxree 
and according as that ſhould be 
found to move the hymonrs quicker or 
flower, fo he ſhould be refolved upon, 
as ſprightful and apprehenſive, or as 
dull and incapable : But excepting 
that one thing, all care was taken 


that any man ( beſides the unrea- 
ſonable 
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| fonable Anſwerer ) could poſſibly ex- 
pe&: But yet forall that, he ſays al- 
fo, that T forgot the ſhort ſlay, which 
ſome make at the Univerſity 5 which 
in truth, as he ſays, 7 had great rea- 
fon to have taken notice of Which I 
did, as I think, ſo plainly, that I 
know not how to have done it more, 
unleſsI ſhould have got 1t engroſs'd 
upon Yel/ozz 1n great Text hand, and 
have ofdered every word to begin 
with a vaſt red Letter. But theſe - 
miſſions of mine he hints at by the 
by only : But pag. 45. he pitches up- 
on three very remarkable things, 
which he ſays, by my favour,' he 
thinks T have not conſidered, and yet 
they are ſuch as do much concurr to the 
heeping of ſome of the Clergy low in 
Learning, viz. want of Books, want 
of time, and want of learned Company. 
Now, Sir, if you remember, the 4z- 
ſwerer ſays, that he gave a ſhilling for 
my Letter, and read it, But, for my 
part, I profeſs I can ſcarce tell how 
to believe him 3 for he writes and 
anſwers, as it he had lived altoge- 

ther 


Po, Ye 
ther at the Molucco Iſlands, or, as he 
ſays' of himſelfin his Preface, like one 
that is out of the World of Books: 
What can we do, ſays he, p. 44. with- 
out Books, unleſs Learning were ins 
fuſed and inſpired into us by a Mi- 
ratle ? and again,” What car we do 
with Books, unleſs we had time to read 
them 2 Very right 5 and fo faidT ; 
And I know no difference , but 
only I ſaid it in Michaelmas Term, 
and he ſaysit in Hilary, It is, Sir, to 
mea very ſtrange thing, that the 4 
fwerer ſhould ſeem perfecly to for- 
get whatTI ſaid; and yet take the ve- 
ry ſame words, and Print them, and 
fell them for ſupplements and new diſs 
coveries at the Kings Arms1nsS. Pauls 
Church yard, which were fold three 
months before at the Angel in Corte 


- And thus, Sir, I have in ſhort ,con- 
fidered what the Arſwerer had ſaid 
as to Schools and the Univerſities.lt rs 
time for him now to call me to an ac- 
compt concerning preaching. Whictr 
he does pag. 53. and firft of all be 

F ſets 


ſets upon nie with'a charge general, 
for endeavouring to bring the whole 
Office of Preaching inta Contempt. 1 
wonder that, when he was about 
it, he did' not thruſt it home : and 
accuſe me of cutting off the 'late 
Kings head 3 or that I had a __ 
to biirn all the B7blex that were to be 
found; from the: largeſt that lies 
on the Desk, to the ſmalleſt Gereva; 
not leaving, if poſſible, fomuch as a 
Pſalter or Primer in the whole Land: 
and that to his knowledge I did in- 

\ tend to begin this Antichriſtian work 
upon the firſt of J#ze 5 that the billets 
moſt certainly were already pro- 
vided'; and that I had ſpoke for the 
| bruſh wood to be brought out of 
Kent. When people fall a gheſfing, 
I love' they ſhould ghels to ſome pur- 

oſe. Thate all ſmall ambiguous fur- 
miſers3 all quivering and mincing 
conjectures : give me the luſty, in 
bold Thinker; who, when he 
undertakes to Prophecy, does it 
punctually. You write, fays the An- 
ſwerer,at that rate, as if you had a de- 
WL 


[67] 
ret to bring the whole office of 
fi of 


Preaching into Contempt. o can 
tell, Sir, what my deſign was, but 
my ſelf any further than it may be 
judged by my words? let every bo- 
dy deſign for himſelf: why ſhould 
one man defign for another ; ; would 
not the Azſwerer think, Sir, that 1 
were very frantick , if I ſhould tell 
him, that I beg his pardon 3 bur in 
my opinion he writes after that rate, 
as if he had a deſign to diſparage 
himſelf and his Profeſſzoz : or, that 
he has managed his buſineſs ſo ſlen- 
derly, as if I had hired him to ſet 
forth a mean Arzſwer 3 and thereby 
to build my ſelf a Reputation upon 
the weakneſs and miſtakes thereof; 
This, Sir, v would look like a lie and 
11] narur'd Infinuation : or like one 
of thoſe ſame diſingennous (quints, 
with which the Anſwerer p. 57. fays 
my Letter looks pon the Clergy. But 
is it for certain that I am againſt all 
Preaching ? and that my del 1g 1s to 
bring that holy exerciſe altogether 
into Contempt ? Might not ſome fa- 

F 2 youtrable 
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vourable and tender hearted man by 
no nieans be perſwaded to think o- 
therwiſe? 20, by no means 5 ſays the 
Anſwerer : for that I running through 
the whole method of Preaching,he finds 
that Iam againſt all Prefaces, Simili- 
tudes, Diviſjons, molliſying Senten- 
ces, Latin and Greek, fleſh and fiſh, Mr. 
Dod, and all that is good. ; 
And of all things, Sir, which trou- 
ble the 4ſwerer, I perceive nothin 
does it more, than thatT ſhould beak 
ſlightly and meanly of Prefaces. That 
ſeems, ſays he, (p. 55. )to me that our 
very Prefaces are ſlighted, and meanly 
ſpoken of « and if ſo; then farewel 
all Religion : farewel Church and Stee- 
ple : farewel Pulpit and Cuſhion 5 what 
take away our dear Prefaces ! Can he 
be a well-wiſher to Preaching, who will 
not ſo much as let us begin our Sermons? 
and can he be an encourager of hearing 
the Word, that will not ſuffer the at» 
tention of the Auditors to be prepared 
by a conſiderable Preface 2 or a friend 
zo the reading of the Bible, that will 
2ot allow ſo much of ths firſt of Gene- 


5, 
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ths, as to make mention of Adam? what 
\ againſt ys 14 ! has he jo little krow- 
ledge of the Scriptures as 10 forget St, 

Luke the great Evangelical Orator ? 

# he of no worth or example with him ? 
methinks the beginning of his Gaſpel 
might have taught him more modeſty, 
and manners, than to be againſt Pre- 
faces : and 3s there any burt to begin 4 
 Vermon with Adam, ſeeing there 3s ſuch 
a great affinity between the Old Teſta- 
ment, and the New; and that many 
Texts in the New do ſo plainly refer to 
the firſs Adam? Yes truly : becauſe 
it ſeems not convenient that the Ser- 
mon upon good Friday ſhould have 
_ the ſame beginting with that upon 
Trinity Sunday:becaule I ſtinted them 
on this ſide Adam, ' and that too, 
when the Text was in the Revelations, 
ſaying nothing at all but they mighe 
begin at the flood, the-Captivity or the 
like: becauſe I knew it wasthe hu- 
mour of ſome to ſpend half the hour 
in beginning to begin their Sermons 3 
fetching their Preface as far off as 
they could turn the p7ble backward : 
| F 3 and 
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and laſtly, | becauſe it ſeems reaſona- 
ble that people (as far as might be ) 
ſhould be inſtruced in all the ſeveral 
duties of their Religion, and have the 
greateſt and moſt uſeſul parts of the 
Seripture explain'd to them : there- 
fore am I againſt all Prefaces. I won- 
der he did not conclude that in my 
heart I was againſt Adam, Moſes and 
the Prophets 3 he might have dene it 
as well, .if he had but thought df it, 
St. Luke bas a ſhort and ſuitable Pre- 
face of four Verſes, to his whole Gef- 

-pel : but begins neither with Adam 
nor Belſpazzar : and, you know, Sir, 
St. Chryſoſtome, the. Orator of, the 
Church, has many, V.glumes of Homai- 
lies or Sermons : but as] remember, 
there are yery fewPrefaces takentrom 
Adam 5, and yet you know, Sir, the 
New Teſtarent. did as much refer tq 
the 0/4 and firſt Adam, in St. Chryſo- 

ftome's days as in ours; the affnity 

being not much increaſed fince-; and 
if the Azſwerer pleaſe to look, he ſhall 
there find the Holy Father to have Prev | 

faces proper and peculiar to the time, 
tera 
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occaſion or ſubjet of his diſcorirſe * 
and ſo have all Orators,; anſwerable to 
the matter they jntehd to ſpeak. 7xlly, 
you know, Sir; and Demoſth8nes were 
often call'd upon for Speeches, But 
they knew how to prepare their A- 
ditors withaut- diſturbing. Romnlys 
or Theſexs : and .yet you know, . Sir, 
there Was a Very: elole : refertute be- 
tween Catilin rand Roxenlat : tor Ca- 
tilia ſhould have burnt the very. City 
of Rome, which : Rowwnlas had foun- 
ded, . But the 0/4for thought. bets 
ter to begin with @youfque tanden, 
than Cogitanti Rutynlo : AndEbeltteve 
his preſent 1ajeſty,. much wohdfect to 
what Nation: he was reſtored, when 
the 'Rhetorical. Mayor weleom'd: hith 
to his Corporation with-a long, Com- 
plement deriv'd from Adam. Þam 
| Hot, Sir, (God forbid that.bfhould ) 
againſt the ;Anſiyerer's. ptltring into 
his Prayer (for perhaps it- may be part 
of it) that the wards which he. is.-to 
preach may be as goads, and asnayles 
faſten'd by the Majter of Aſjemblies.But 
if he ſhould begin every Text in the 

No F 4 Bibl? 
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Bible with that very ſame Preface 
(which he may equally do) I belteve 
ſome idle -people would ſay ſome- 
what. z I cannot certainly tell what. 
The Anſwerer, Sir, invites me (p. 52.) 
very kindly to hear him preach, and 
that if Twill go over,he will give me one 
4 the beſt of his Sermons, But if Ido, 
ir, I think to ſend him word to de- 
fire him (for that day) to forbear Bel 
ſhazzar ; let him do all the year be- 
ſides; as he thinks fit. Tfhall alſo take 
it fora Favour, if he 'would not be- 
gin his Sermon thus, AF Abraham ſate 
in the Tent Door,and lifting up hisEyes, 
and looking, behold, three Angels ap+ 
peared before him 3 ſo if you pleaſe to 
ftand with patience' and expeFation, 
you ſhall ſee me coming towards you in 
theſe three Particulars, And, if with 
any convenience he can diſpenſe with 
it, I would beg of him, that he does 
not take that of 7/aiah 3 Come ye buy, 
and eat, yea, come buty Wine and Milk; 
without money and without price 5 Or 
if he does, that he would not tell me, 
that bis Text is like a ſpiritual Sack- 
i ye OR Poſſet; 
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Poſſet 3 forT was told foonce, and'T 
ſcarce ever loved Sack-Poſſet fince, 
Poffibly alſo I may obtain at his hands 
not to take that of the Apoſile to Tie 
mothy, This is a faithful Saying, aud 
worthy of all acceptatiog, that wy 
Teſws came into the world to ſave ſin« 
ners, of whom F am chief; not but 
that it is a very good place of Scrip- 
ture 3 but itisa Text that has been i- 
73 juſt like a Chriſtmas 'Feaſt 5 


\ 


conſiſting of three Diſhes 3, the firſt Diſh 
was to be commended for its ſoundneſs 
This is a faithful Saying : the ſecond 
for its ſweetneſs 3 it is worthy of all ac 
ceptation : and the third diſh was a 
Propoſition, conſiſting of five Tugredi- 
ents, Now. Sir, if the Anſwerer had 
had but the untwiſting, the dreffing, 
and the ſerving xp of this Luſcious 
Propoſition, what a Feaſt would the 
people then have hae? what wonder- 
ful variety of Sxbje&#s and Predicates 
might this diſh have afforded 2: How 
many choice and Princely B#s might 
have been here diſcovered ? and how 
plentifully might it have been ſtuffd, 
Is. 4s. ny 
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and /arded with juicyLatin & Greek? 
a Diſh of Propoſitions ! 1 would go a 
Mile to ſee, if it were but one fimple 
one in a Diſh; and to conſider, how 
puzled - the Kizgs Carver would be 
to take off the Subje# from the Pre- 
dicate, without endangering . the 
r.thin lurking Copxla. Now, I 
ow, Sir, ſome are of ſuch nice 
and faſhionable ſtomachs, that-com- 
mon ſence and truth will nat down 
with them, unleſs it be had and 
fricaſſed 3 they muſt have their. Bar- 
ricado's of greedy defire, and Eſcu- 
lado's of virtue, and Chrift.mult-be 
the Daxphin of Heayen 3- but, for 
my part, I had rather have any plain 
and homely entertainment, fo 1t-be 
freſh and wholſome, than a-whole 
Platter full of ſuch feaſting Prefaces 3 
which with a little. new garniſhing 
ſhall ſerve for Eafter , Whitſuntids 
and all the Holidays in the year; for 
your Propoſitions are a fort of Diet; 
that will keep a long time in Sowſe- 
drink; if they do but now and then _ 
change thePick/e,and take a WOnATars. 
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Ido notat all queſtion, Sir, byt 
that you knew very. well before 
{ as well asnow.): what that meant, 
which I faid about Prefaces, But T 
have yery little hopes of the Axſwer- 
' ers being ſo ſuddenly improved, as 
to Day a bay me yet; who has given 
ſuch late Inſtances of his ſlowneſs be- 
fore ; But however, I proceed. Sir, to 
the buſineſs of dividing of. Texts < 
and. what I faid as to that in my for- * 
mer, was upon this accompt;z name- 
ly, that it was a thing very eaſily to 
be obſerved, that. many that, went 
into. Holy orders to inform and fave 
men, ſpent too much of their tjmein 
Logical oftentation, and nice Divi- 
ſfrens of their Texts 3 and after fuch 
a manner, as they had very little 
Authority for ſo doing, either in an- 
cient, Holy Writers, or in other good 
Authors z of which, I belteve, we 
may. ſearch a great many, before we 
can find any Melting, dropping or dif- 
ſolving the matter that they. intend 
to treat of We are bluntly told by 
the Orator, Bonornm tria ſunt genera, 
_—_— £255 and 
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and Accuſationis tres ſunt partes; 
and by Ceſar, Gallia eft ommis ditbi- 
ſa ( not neatly and featly l;qnefaZa) 
in partes tres; and I know not how 
the Kizg would take it, ifthey ſhould 
tell him, that his Dozin70ns were to 
be melted into England, Scotland, 


&c. and notwithſtanding the Ax- 


fwerer thinks himſelf fo plain and 
practical, when his Text falls aſun- 
der into SubjeF and Predicate; or 
into Artecedent and Conſequent : yet 
for all that, Tle undertake if this be 
in a Countrey-village, he had bet- 
ter let down the Treſs of his Text 
into the Fore-horſe and Thiller ; for 
they underſtand no SxbjeFs and 
Predicates ; only the Kings Swbjed#s 
and the Kings Predicates, They 
much miſtake me ( as the Anſwerer 
did ) that think I was ever any fur- 
ther againſt Tex#-dividing, 'than ei- 
ther where it was not underſtood, or 
was not neceſlary. TT 

I always thought that he that took 
that to the Corinthians for his Text, 
Sin not, had much better have let 
it 
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it continue whole ( it being but 
ſhort ) than to divide it into a Come 
mand and a Prohibition; a Command, 
Sin; a Prohibition, Not. TI have alſo 
ſometimes thought, that their Logj- 
cal pains may be ſomewhat ſpared 5 
who when there 1sno need of it, dis 
vide every thing (be it what it will) 
into Afrrmative and Negative : For 
inſtance; it is ſaid Job 1. There was 
a man in the Land of Uz : Homo non 
Lapis, 4 Mar n0t 4 Stone : Homo 
non Lignum, a Mar not a Tree : Ho- 
mo non Leo, 4 ar: not a Beaſt : And 
by the way, Sir, mind what poor 
Lignum and Leo are forced to 
fienifie for the letter ſake. In like 
nianner I thought him alſo in the late 
times a little too nice, and tender 
of his credit; and ſomewhat too 
profuſe of his Logick and Rhetorich 3 
who being to preach upon that of 
the AFs;3 Silver and Gold have I 
none, but ſuch as T have give T unto 
thee : Whenever he had named his 
Text, deſired the people, in all haſt, 
to take the words not litterally, -but 
al- 


—_— ———_ —_—_—_- 


_— — 


9) rt IIS © Rat "RPE <p PER IrareS EIS ps A OE gy HP RY IE Hs} oye - 
. 


[79] 


aPufprely, for. that he had good ſtore 


money chinking in his pockets5' bee 
des what he Feft at home in his coffers, 
Youbtlels a cautious foreſight of 
following Objedions, and an early 


removing of the ſame , are great 


inftances of wiſdom, and diſcretian: 
but he that taking that of Malachi 
concerning the Sur of righteouſnef, 
&-c. taboured moſt earneftly to con- 
vince the people, that it was not the 
Moen of & pax on, 3 for the Mon 


ſhall betroden under foot, Rev. 12. 1, 


And again he that ſhall celf us.that 
God was pleaſed to ſend his Son into 
the World, and not bis Daughter : ot 
the like. Such as theſe, IT muſt needs 
confefs, have ſomewhat too low ap- 

rehenſiors of the capacity of their 
array He that undertakes to 
preach about Repentance, or true 
Religion : nothing certainly is more 
neccliiry and proper for him ; than 
to let the people know, that they do 
not confiſt in looks, eyes, and no- 
fes; for ſach things with ſome are 
miſtaken for godlineſs. But _ 
the 
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the Scripture tells us, There was 4: Man 
| in the Land of Uz; or that God was 
peg aſed to Gd his Son; that any be- 
think that this zxax might 
p + to bea fione 5 or this Sox to 
be a Daughter, 1s ftrangeto conceive. 
We: read that. Chriſt opened the 
. Scriptures: and expounded out of 
them the things concerning himſelf. 
We read alſo upon what occafion it 
was that Felix tremwbled 5 and what a 
great uumber were converted .C with- 
out Predicaments ) by one Sermon. of 
$. Peter. What the immediate Syc« 
ceflors of our Saviour and: bis Diſci- 
= did z we have hitle left CONCETN= 
their manner of Preaching 
anda? tis to be fuppoſed that de 
ſpent their time in bringing people 
tothe Chrisian Faith z by expound- 
Ing to the Jews the As ay and 
convincing them that _ was 
come; and by converting the Gex- 
tiles to a Religion that contained the 
beſt Principles of Life. What was 
done after the ' Church was in ſome 
meaſure ſettled : and that the _ 
cr 
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ber which was received into Orders 
was ſo confiderably increaſed, as 
that there might be, at leaſt in C:tzes 
and great Towxns, ſome continuing 
Ecchſaitical perſon 5 may - be+ beſt, 
ſeen by-fuch as were aftewards Go« 
wernours of particular Churches ; 
which, as we find, madett their bus . 
fineſs to confirm people in that Faith 
which they had received; and to 
ſtrengthen them toaH good works; 
which they did by preaching againſt 
fuch.. Hereſfjes and Errors, as they 
found the people were apt to be car- 
ried into 3 and by: fortifying them 
againſt ſuch 7:ces as they perceived 
| the time: and. place was moſt incli- 
nableto: And that this was the man- 
ner of; their Holy Employment, is ve- 
ry plain by S. Baſil and S. Chryſoftome, 
and many of the reſt; where one 
may read a great many good Ser- 
moons, but very few Texts, or pecu» 
tar Sentences of. the Bible pitch'd 
upon-z; much leſs ſo Logically and 
Metaphborically dreſsd, as ſome affect: 


I believe there were very few Text! 
that 
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that melted and dropt afunder for the 
firſt five hundred years. Notwith- 
ſtanding (as the Anſwerer obſerves ) 
| the Scripture tells us, My Do@rine 
ſhall drop as the Rain ;, for they had 
the Bible as well as we, and knew 
the meaning of that place, as well 
as the Anſwerer. But yet,for my part, 
I never was, nor yet am againſt a 
Text being taken, or being divided 
there being ( as may be by and by 
mentioned ) confiderable convent- 
ences 1n both ; but yet one may pre- 
ſume to think, that it 15 much better 
only toſayz © Good people, we are 
< met together this day 1n the Name 
*© of God; and I do intend to ex- 
© hort youto Charity or Temperance 3 
© or to convince you of the Provi- 
* dence of God 3 and this I ſhall do 
*< (by Gods help ) according to the 
© Scriptures 3 than to take formally 
| and ſolemnly ſome place of Scrt- 
pture where the word Charity, Tem- 
perance, or Providence 1s, and ſpend 
the whole time in Logical Cuts, Afe- 


taphyſical Curioſities, and Learned 
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Impertinencies. And | hereupon tt 
may not be amiſs, to take notice of 
what a very Worthy Clergy-man obſer- 
ved ; «© There be, ( ſays he) two 
& ſorts of Miniſters that nccalion 
<« their own contempt 3 the idle, 
© negligent and careleſs; the other 
«© thoſe who over-do, or do mote 
© than enough ; ſuch I mean, as afs 
« fet nothing elſe, but quaint and 
* curious Phraſes; or are unmea- 
« ſtrable in their ©0t4t?ons out of 
<« all Authors Eccleſiaſtical and Pro- 
* »baxe z or ſoaraloft in unneceſlary 
© Speculations far above the capacity 
© of their Anditors. Theſe over-do, 
«© & tr49n0 Cconatu W*AAGHAS MUGRS , 
* take great pains, and eviſcerate 
© themſelves, as 1t were, to weave 
* a Web, which when it is ended, 
« 1s fit for no other uſe, but as an un- 
< profitable thing to be ſwept away. 
The A4xjwerer perhaps would be apt 
to ſay, that 1t was ſome pert and ſelt- 
coneeited Divize, that admiring bis 
own Style, and way of Preaching , 
talks thus: were It not that a very 
| Learned 


Om 
Learned and Reverend Biſhop did 

much admire,andſolemnly commen 
his Jngenuity, Learning, Worth and 
Integrity. But to return 3 I ſay it 1s 
much better of the two to follow the 
way of the Homilies of our Church, 
which are plain, practical, and may 
be. underſtood by moſt 3 than to be 
{o nice, critical, and ſcholaſtical , 
as few or no body ſhall be the 
better. 8 | 
But yet notwithſtanding I ami riot 
of their mind 3 who thinking them- 
ſelves the profound Reaſozers of the 
Age, and the deep Erterers into 
Truth; do thereupon deſpiſe all ta- 
king of Texts, and dividing thete- 
of thoſe I mean, that for faſhion 
fake, ſhall take you indeed Text af- 
ter Text; as if they would explain 
to you all the conſiderable Myſteries 
of Religion 3 and acquaint you with 
all the Encouragements that tend to 
4 good Life, that are to be found in 
the Bible; and carry you through 
ſuch a Body of Divinity ; but the 
Sermiot, I thank you, (except tt be 
G 2 elk 
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juſt the beginning ) ſhall be very 
near the ſame: fora new Text may 
be taken with that prudence and 
watineſs, that the ſame Sermor ſhall 
ſerve a man many a day 3 as ſuppoſe 
this Sunday he takes that of S. Nat- 
thew, My Toke is eaſte, and my bur- 
den is light 3 about a month after, it 
is time poſſibly to take forth : and 
then he is for that of S. Paxl to the 
Romans, Viz. Which is your reaſon- 
able Service - and a while after for 
that in the firſt Epi57le of John 5 And 
his Commandments are not grievous. 
Now, Sir, here 1s the Craft of it; 
if they take Texts ſutable to the oc- 
caſion, and dividethem accordingly, 
they conld not then for ſhame, and 
Conſcience, but meddle with one 
word or other that 1s there to be 
found. But if they read the Text 
only in the whole; and take it be- 
tween finger and Tumb, and ſhew 
it plainly to the people; that 1t 15 a 
good Text, a fair Text; and that 
there 1s no deceit in the buſineſs : 
after the Pariſh have had this general 
view 
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view, he may privately pocket it up 
againz and then for Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and the excellencies thereof: 
only this Caution is to be obſerved; 
thatif the Text be 1n the New Te- 
ſtament, any where between S. 
Matthew and the Revelations, then 
1t is to be ſhewn, that Chriſtian Re- 
ligion is much beyond the Moſaical Do- 
Frine and Diſpenſation 5 but for va- 
riety, if the Text be in the 0/d Te- 

ſPament , then the caſe is altered; 
and you are to ſhew that the Moſa:- 
cal Dofrine is very far ſhort of the 

Chriſtian. Nay, Sir, ſome there be 
that are ſo daring, that ſhall ven- 
ture to take a Text about Swearing 
or Adultery, as plain as can bepick'd, 
and as hopeful to bring forth a Diſ- 
courſe of thoſe Subjects, as could 
be wiſhed; and yet, for all that, 
with a little {ly Preface ſhall draw 
you ( before you be aware of it ) 
into the old bufineſs of Chriſtian Re- 
Ligion. Now, Sir, the next. thing 
that the 4zſwerer has todo, is to take 
notice, that this looks like a diſtnge- 

3 anous 
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tuoms Squint upon Chriftian Religion, 
Yes, Sir, he may fo; and goon, and 
tell people, that it is my whole 
Defign to bring in the Turk 3 he 
may doit with as much Conſcience, 
as to report that I was againſ# the 
whole Method of Preaching. 
| And as ſome are fo bent upon 
Preaching nothing but Chriſtzaz Ke- 
ligion;, as1f Joſeph of Arimathea was 
juſt newly come over: So others 
there be that have their particular 
and darling Notions, which they 
will force to be intended in almoſt 
every ' Verſe of the Bible; for in- 
ſtance, one, ſuppoſe, having ſpent 
ſome Mh> et © time in ſtudying. 
the Nature of Original 87x, and find- 
ing, as he thinks, ſuch wonderful 
things as were never plainly diſco- 
vered before ; hence is he preſently 
ſo full of the ſecrets of Original Sin, 
that if the Pariſh ſhould joyn, and 
add fix pence more in the Pound to 
his-preſent Tz#hes, they would fcarce 
get a:Sermon about any thing elle : 
You may ſet him to preach m 
| rne 
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the Birth of our Saviour, his Life, 
Death, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, or 
what you will, Origzzal Six is till 
the word for all that; and this calls 
to mind what my Lord Bacoz reck- 
ons a great hinderance to the ad- 
vancement of Learning, and of do- 
ing good in the world 3 viz. people 
addicting themſelves to ſome one pe- 
culiar and beloved opinion ; and fo 
making all things of that, and bring- 
ing all things to thatz they wall ſut- 
fer nothing elſe to be in the whole 
world : and thus Gilbertz#s having 
made ſome few and lucky ex- 

eriments upon the Loadſiove, not 
uſually obſerved before, preſent- 
ly writes a Body of Natural Phi- 
loſophy, and turns all the whole 
world into Loadſtones, Thus, Sir, 
Sleep draws me to bed ; and Buſineſs 
pulls me out 1n the Morning 3 Afﬀairs 
abroad draw me from home; and 
Occaſions at home draw me back a- 
gain: And in ſhort, man 1s born, 
lives, and dies by nothing elſe but 


Magnetical attrafFions. And to con- 
G 4 clude 
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clude this, Sir, I cannot forget him 
who having at ſome time or other 
been ſuddenly cur'd of a little Head- 
ach with a Roſemary-Poſlet, would 
ſcarce drink out of any thing but 
Roſemary Cans, cut his Meat with a 
Roſemary Knife, and pick his Teeth 
with a Roſemary Sprig : Nay, Sir, he 
was ſo ſtrangely taken up with the 
excellencies of Roſemary, that he 
would needs have the Bible cleared 
of all other Herbs, and only Roſe- 
21ary to be inſerted. I think, Sir, 
( notwithſtanding this Digreſſion ) 
I am not far from my buſineſs 3 vs. 
that it 1s very convenient both for 
the Miziſter and people to be ac- 
quainted with variety of Matter 5 
and that it be delivered, according 
as there be opportunity ; ſeeing that 
after this manner are the Homzlies of 
our Church moſt wiſely and gravely 
compoſed ; as alſo thoſe of the an- 
tient Fathers; treating about the 
moſt conſiderable and different ſub- 
jeds in Divinity, A 
Having now told you, Sir, in 

what 
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What Sence I was againſt Prefaces and 
Diviſions; | ſhould now proceed to 
what follows : but becaule. it ſeems. 
that the Anſwerer having conſulted 
his Neighbours about their Texts, 
found ſo few of them like any thing, [ 
thought fit to let him and you, Sir, 
know what abundance of Likeneſſes, 
( befides many other dainty things ) 
I happen'd on in one little pretty 
Sermon, calld the Wedding Ring 
fit for the finger, or the Salve of Di- 
vinity on the Sore fof Humanity. Do 
you perceive, Sir, he 1s got already 
upon the Xopes, before he be paſt the 
Title-page 3 Finger and Fit; Salve 
and Sore; Divinity and Humanity, 
But to go on to the Simzlitudess; 
The Text it ſelf, indeed, was only 
like the Iron Gate that opened to Pe- 
ter of its own accord 3, dividing it ſelf 
into three parts; and that 1s e- 
nough for any one Text. But then 
as for Man and Wife, they ſhould 
be like, or are like, all the Two's 
that are to be found in the Bz- 


ble, or almolt any where elſe, Fuſt, 
Husband 
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Hushaud and Wife ſhould be, as the 
two milch Kine, which were coupled to- 
gether to carry the Ark, of God 3 or as 
the two Cherubims, that looked one up- 
ou another, and both upon the Mercy= 
Seat; or as the two Tables of Stoxe, 
on each of which were engraven the 
Laws of God. But in ſome Families, 
Man aud Wife are like Jeremiah's 
two Baskets of Figs, one "very good, 
the other very bad ; or like Fire and 
Water 5 whilſt one is flaming in Des 
votion, the other is freezing in Cor- 
ruption. Husband to the Wife is ſome- 
times like a Fore-horſe in a Team, that 
will not draw ;, aud the Wife is oft- 
times to the Husband as the Tuy to the 
Ozk, for a certain bad reaſon there 
given - they ſhould indeed be like two 
Candles burning together 5 or like two 
| fragrant Flowers bound up in one Noſe- 

gay, or like two well tun'd Inſtru- 
ments, OT laſtly, like two SPrings 
meeting. Again, Hwusband aud Wife 
are as 4 pair of Oars, to row their 
Children and Servants to their deſired 


Haven 5 or like & Cock and a Her, 
both 
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both ſcraping together in the duſi-heap, 
to pick, up ſomething for their little 
Chickens 5 and they ſhoxld be like the 
Image in the Looking-glaſf; or like ar 
Eccho that returneth the woice it re- 
 ceiveth z, orlikeany thing elſe. And 
thus much concerning Likemeſſes, 
Now,Sir,if you be tor Sleight of hazd, 
you ſhall ſee as fair turns,as ever were 
ſhewn above-board. When mran was 
made, the four elements were taken out 
of their elements: That's done as truly 
according to Art, as ald Hiccizs him- 
{elf could have done. Again; He that 
made man and all the reſt, made man 
over all the reſt ; Neat and cleaver as 
may be! Though Man had many Creqs 
tures to ſerve him,yet he wanted a Creas« 
ture to ſolace him. Poor Chuck, take a 
laſs of Sack,for keeping the Letter fo 
prettily!Though man alone may be good, 
yet it 3s not good for man to be alone, 
Brave, I profeſs! I think we had belt 
take him off; for he will ſpoil him- 
ſelf. Where there is no Generation, 
there can be no Regeneration. Better 
and better 3 I think he improves. 
He 
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He that made man meet for help, makes 
a meet help for man 5, though man wants 

ſupply, yet man cannot ſupply his wants. 

But to conclude this pleaſant Gemtle- 
man : Though ſome have ſtyled Women 
to be like Clouds in the Sky, yet a Prea- 
cher ſhould not be filent, for thoſe who 
are ſilenced from Preaching. If you 
have a mind, Sir, to ſee any more of 
this ſanctified Wit 3 you may have it 
in the Non-ſuch Chriſtian Profeſſor in 
his Meridian Splendor. 

And now, Sir, according to what 

FT was about before, I goon concern- 
ing 9rotations out of Learned Lan- 

guages © againſt which I faid nothing, 
when it was either needful, or profi- 
table; but to come crawling in with 

Ne quid nimis, or Ignoti nulla cupido, 
for pure Latin-ſake itſelf, is very in- 
ſignificant to thoſe that do not under- 
ſtand it 3 and not mightily rejoycing 
to thoſe that do.But then ſuppoſe that 

which 18 quoted, be very proper, Ce 

pounding, and elegant; and out of 
the moſt Primitive Fathers : Nay, 

though it be out of the Bible it ſelf; I 

know 
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know not to what purpoſe it is, where 
I am ſure and certain no body under- 
ſtands me 3 for he that tells a perfect 
1gnorant Pariſh, @zorſum hec perdi- 
tio or, Faciamus hic tria Taberna- 
cula. It he be not very honeſt, may 
not he impoſe upon them 7: zova fert 
animmus, to what purpoſe is this waſte 2 
Or, Arma virimque cano; Let us make 
here three Tabernacles 5 without the 
people diſcovering the bad Tranſlati- 
0z - But I know the Anſwerer is of 0- 
pinion that there is ſuch a native and 
unexpreſlible richneſs in ſome words 
that cannot be poſſibly rendred an 
communicated. :. Yes, there 1s fo; a 
great richneſsand hidden Treaſure, 
andI ſuppoſe will continue ſo, where 
the people do not underſtand. Give 
a Countrey-man one of the Anſwerer's 
happily compounded words out of Plu-« 
tarch, and you had as good give him 
a Slice of a 1/ſil/tore, or a corner of a 
Brick, The Anſwerer indeed that can 
reliſh, and is well acquainted with 
the hart gouſt of a long Greek word, 
may, ashe ſays, do himſelf a kindneſs, 
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#nd tratifit his own underſtanding ; 
but the poor #rintel/igent may fit 
with dry lips, and be ſtarved for all 
Platarch. But O, ſays he, p. 64. Ts- 
norant people ottght not to be impoſed 
por + aud if you ſhould give thent the 
Pngliſh without the Latin they might 
ſuſpe you : and when you tell them it 
3s $. Auſtin, they give great heed. And 
dots tot hethink that they would be 
as attentive, if he ſhould baptize 
them, #arry therti, bury them, or do 
any thing elſe to them 1n Larzz ? nay; 
might he not excommunicate all ſach 
A Pariſh, and make them ſmack their 
Lips again, telling them it is delici- 
ous and comfortable place out of the 
Father ? or give them to ſiyallow 
down eight of the biggeſt Curſes in 
the Bible, inſtead of the Beatitudes ? 
Ido not queſtion, but all this might 
be done. 6 
We have tow, Sir, very nigh done 
with Preachizg - F know nothing elſe 
that the Anſwerer is ſtill concerned 
for, but his /zttle mollifping Sentences: 
# it were, as T may ſo ſay, and with 
reverence 
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reverence be it ſpoken. And here I 
much admire that he did not quote 
that of Iſaiah, we hid, as it were, our 
faces from him : or that in Leviticas, 
There is, as it were, a plague in the 
houſe. ThatI might have been utter- 
'Iy ruin'd, and confuted out of Scrip- 
tureitſelf. This would have been as 
proper, and as deſtructive of what I 
meant, as his quoting againſt me that 
out of Deuteronomy, my DoFrine ſhall 
drop as the rain. But if I muſt needs 
trouble the world in telling the 4- 
ſwerer, who they were thatI chiefly 
intended 3 they were thoſe who in 
the late times (and have not as yet 
left 1t off) called themſelves Gods 
pecial Saints, his Favonrites, and 
(asI may ſo ſay) his Ttizzado's, but 
in reality were more Ohver's than 
God's. ThoſelI meant,who reading of 
Jacobs wreſtling with the Angel 3 and 
of coming boldly to the throne of grace : 
and being puffd up with all inward 
pride and religious lag gms (which 
they called gifts and ſpiritual worth) 
were arrived to all. poſhble degree of 
rudeneſs, 
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' rudeneſs, immodeſty , and almoſt 
blaſphemy, in their Devotions and 
Diſcourſes of God. You may eaſily, 
Sir, know them by this Doctrine, 
which ſome of them uſe to preach up- 
on: Viz. That it was the peculiar pri- 
wvilege and prerogative of Saints to be 
(as Tmay (0 ſay) ſaucy : And there- 
fore ſuch as theſe thinking themſelves 
Gods great Aſſiſtants here upon earth, 
his ſpecial Corfidents, and (asI may ' 
ſo ſay.) Truſtees of all Aﬀairs of Religi- 
0 + They would intheir Prayers and 
Sermons tell God, That they would be 
willing to be at any charge and trouble 
for. him 5, and todo (as it were ) any 
kindneſs for the Lord : The Lord might 
now truſt them, and rely upon them ; 
they ſhould not fail him they ſhould 
7ot. be unmindful of his buſineſs 5 his 
work ſhould not ſtand ſtill, nor his de- 
ſigns be negleFed : They muſt needs ſay, 
ha they have formerly received ſome 
favours from God 5, and have been (as 
it were) beholden to the Almighty : but 
they did not mnch queſtion, but the) 
ſhould find ſome opportunity of making 


ſome 
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fome amends , for thoſe many. good 
things, and (asI may ſo lay) coivilities, 
which they had received from him : Tn- 
deed, as for thoſe that are weak.in the 
Faith, and are yet but Babes in C briſt 5 
 itis fit that ſuch ſhould keep at a dr- 
ance from God, ſhould kneel before 
him, and ſtand (as T may lo fay) cap 
in hand to the Almighty © but as for 
thoſe, that are ſtrong in all gifts, and 
grown up in all grace, and are come to 
a fulneſs and ripeneſs (or as they 
might better ſay to an impudence 
and faucineſs) 7 the Lord Feſws 3, it is 
comely enough for them to take a great 
chair, and at the end of the Table, dnd 
with their cock'd hats on their heads, 
to ſay : God; we thought it not amiſs 
to call upon thee this evening 5 and to 
let thee know how affairs ſtand : we 
have been very watchful, ſince we were 
laſt with thee aud things are ind vs 
ry hopeful condition - We hoye that 
thou wilt not forget ws, for we are ver 
thoughtful of thy concerns £ We p'4 
ſomewhat long to hear from thee, and 
if thois pleaſeſt to give us ſuch a thing 
| H (VidGory ) 
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( viGory) we ſhall be (asI may ſo fay) 
a#s god to thee in ſomething elſe, when 
it lies in our way, &*c. And thus you 
ſee, Sir, what an {tuffT am for. 
ced torepeat, ta bring a ſlack Anſwe- 
rer to ſome little knowledge of what 
I meant by, 4s it were. 

I ara now, Sir, come to the Iaft 
thing, about which the Arſwerer is 
not ſatisfied, vis. that ſuppoſing that 
the Deſign of my Letter was very ho« 
neſt z yet the manner of it is ſuch, as 
it will do more hurt than good. Which 
if it does, I can'think but of two 
ways 3. either by encouraging the 
Nonconformiſts 3 or by ſetting the 
Laity more againſt the Clergy. It is 
poſſible there may be ſome few peo- 
ple ſo lamentably deceived. If there 
= they ſhall be confidered by and 
by, in that ſhort part, which Tin- 
tended to add, wherein the Anſwerer 
will not_ be concerned ; But in the 
mean time, we will ſee, what reaſon 
I have given them for any ſuch mis 
ſtake from what I have ſaid. 

Firſt of all, ſays the Anſwerer, The 


grounds 
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grounds and occaſions of the contempt 
_ of the Clergy, thongh-it be not a Text, 

get it is a Theam, a weighty and ſeris 
ons Argument, and ought to have been 
handled accordingly 5 but the manner 
of my enquiry is too Jocular, drolling 
and ſportive, &c. To which I have 
in the firſt place to fay, That al- 
though I think it notatall immodeſt 

to manifeſt my Deſign, the end of 
that being only to prove that I was, 
and am ſtill very honeſt in the ſame 3 
and likewiſe though it be allowable 
to erideavour to defend what I 
had written, this being only toſigni- 
fie, that it was not done out of pure 
idlencG and humour : 3 but upon ſuch 
Reaſons as might be further explai- 
ned, when occaiton ſhould require : 
yet, I muſt confeſs, I am not as yet 

come to that degree of ſelf-conceit 
and confidence, as to recommend 

my own words, phraſe or ſtyle; and 
[ had rather the 4zſwerer ſhould find 
fault with the manner of my expreſſi- 

on, and delight himſelf in thinking, 
that tt is not ſuitable to the ſubject, 

H 2 than 
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than be guilty. of ſo much folly and 
Iimpudence,as vigorouſly to maintain 

or magnifie the ſame:Only thus much, 
Sir, may poſlibly be believed by you, 
and perhaps by ſome few beſides; 
that (as much a Play as the Anſwerer 
thinks my Letter to be, let it be 7g- 
norammn, Selden, or any other Play, 
I ſtand to his courteſie) I did not put 
in one idle or extravagant word, on 
purpoſe to render any of the Clergy 
contemptible : but did only juſt en- 
deavour to keep people awake till 
they read it. But I pray, by the 
Anſwerers leave, Who are they that 


think it too light and drolling ? Iam 


afraid they are ſome that uſe to begin 
half their Sermons 1n the year with 
Eclſhazzar, or the like (though the 
Text be not about Tribulatioz, for 
then the Anſwerer has learnt us to 
bring it in very well.)AndT1I tell you 
why, Sir 3 I heard of a Gentleman, 
that hives within a mile of an 0ak, 
who read over my Letter,approved of 
!t very well (which 1s ſomewhat more 


than I ſhould ſay, but let that go) 
| lik'd 
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lik'd its deſign, believed and hoped 
it might do good; and verily thought 
the Author was innocent, and free 
from all bad intentions. It happened, 
that afterwards he calls to mind, that 
upon ſome odd time (it might pofli-. 
bly be iz that great Thaw the Anſwes- 
rer makes mention of ) his Text dropt 
or zelted alunder into its particulars : 
The Gentleman preſently takes the 
Book, and beginning again, cries out 
aloud, fire, fire, hereſte, rebellion; lo 
that now yqu can no more get him 
near that Book, than a Colt to a Winc.= 
mill, Another alſo I hear of, who 
lives not far from another 04k, who 
happening upon the foreſaid Letter, 
did in like manner read it, and was 
very reaſonably contented, and 
thought moſt of it true : Afterwards 
he found it out, that he had- mar- 
ried to a very true and literal Abigail, 
Hah ! ſays he, What ! are you there 
with your Bears £ Come, give we pen, 
ink and paper 5, it is all of it a moſt 
dangerous confounded lye ; it is againſt 
both the Vniverſitics, againſt both the 
. Houjes 
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houſes of Parliament,and againſt al] the 
Gentry and Commonalty of the whole 
Nation, But by chance my Coſpze 
call'd him to bed 3 and he having 
ſlept, the Book, was pretty true a» 
gain by next Morning. And I ſup- 
poſe, Sir, you haveſeen a Book call- 
ed the Friendly debate, a Book. that 
ſhews a very honeſt Author, be he 
who he will ; but becauſe hemix'd 
a little pleaſantneſs with his unan- 
ſerable proofs of the folly of his 
Adverſaries ; hereupon preſently 
muſt he be call'd a Scoffer at Religion, 
a 4rol/ upon all Godlineſs, a DoGor 
of the Stage, and I know not what 
beſides. EET -: 
Now, Sir, for my part, IT muſt 
confeſs, that I am no great weigher 
and meaſurer of words ; I have but 
oneRule, the end of which is only 
to be underſtood; and it is very 
likely, that when TI had occaſion ta 
mention ſich toys and trifles, by the 
uſe of which 24fters do ſometimes 
bring upon themſelves contempt, 
that T did not then call for a great 
Saranter hs oe ans 
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Canopy and foot-cloth, and ſeftif 
my ſelf magnificently in the Chazr, 
with ſet rebuking countenance, and 
words as ſtiff as ſteel, ſpeak to the 
eternal diſcouragement of px or 
quibble 3 and. then ſummoning toge- 
ther all the harſh 2dctaphoys, and idle 
Similitudes of the Countrey; bid 
them af/ be accyrſed, and for ever 
ſhun my preſence; and wheregs they 
pretend to be the glory of all ſence, and 
Joy of the underſtanding, tell then 
#hey are 4 company of empty Raſcals 3 
and therefore let them all be gane.Per- 
haps this way might have. done; it 
is a very hard matter to pleaſe every 
body. But, as the Anſwerer hints, 
there is one part of my Letter, that 
concerns the Poverty of the Clergy; a 
Grave and Tragical ſubje&, which 

ought to be lamented, not inſulted 9- 
ver. Iknow not how, Six. to avoid 
his believing, that I do moſt migh- 
tily pride my ſelf over the mean con- 
dition of ſome of the Clergy; though 
I ſhould tell him never ſo often, that 
the great deſign of my Book was to 
| 4 __ with, 
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wiſh, that there might be no ſuch 
mean ones to be inſulted over; and 
though I ſhould let him know, that 
1 am ſo farfrom any ſuch unchriſtian 
humour, that there is none more 
willing to devate part of his E- 
ſaate 7M the raiſing of their Re- 
venue ( if publick, Authority ſhould 
ſo think fit ) than my ſelf : but 
in the mean time what have you 
done, what have you propound- 
ed, ſays the Anſwerer, towards 
this 2 Indeed I was not fo light- 
headed, and fondly doting upon my 
undertaking, as to imagine that im- 
mediately after the Printing of my 
Letter, the Parliament ſhould reſolve 
themſelyes into a Grand Committee : 5 
and forthwith conſider of ſome pre- 
ſent | way of raiſing the Reverue of the 
meaner fort of the Clergy : Burt, for 
all that, I am not fo dead- hearted 
but to hoe 1 in time that wayes may 
be thought of to bring about ſuch 
a great bleſſing to this Nation ; for 
howſoever deſpairing ſome may be, 
yet I mult confels, it rejoices my 
heart 
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heart more than a little, to call to 
mind, how the Ziſhops have aug- 
mented the 77caridges 1n their Gift; 
and to hear of ſeveral ſums of mo- 
ney now employed towards the re- 
deeming of the great Tythes, and to 
underſtand that there be many well 
diſpoſed People, that have already 

iven back their Tmpropriations 
to the Church; and that there 
be others, that have made ſuch Pyr- 
| chaſes, on purpoſe, ſo to ſettle them 
afterwards; and above all, tocon- 
ſider the great care and good incli- 
nations of our preſent Parliament to- 
wards the Church, who are not 
only highly watchful to maintain the 
Peace, and preſent Rights thereof; 
but ſeem to be as willing to contri- 
bute towards the further Proſperity of 
the ſame. I have not indeed pro- 
pounded any way, as was ſaid be- 
forez but if you look, Sir, into a 
learned Author before-mentioned , 
you will there ſeea way propounded 
in the twentieth Chapter of his late 
Treatiſe : And in the mean time, I 
Ws | hope 
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hopel have faid nothing to abate the 
charity, or good purpoſes of pious 
—_—— or to ſtop the aſliſting 
hands of our prefent Governours. 
And I perceive the Azſwerer by his 
Letter, (cems not to be much againſt 
what I have ſaid, but only does not 
approve ofthe manner of expreſſion ; 
and would have had meto have pi- 
tied, lamented, and howled. Now 
Sir, ſuppoſe inſtead of ſpeaking my 
mind as[ did, I ſhould have covered 
my ſelf with ſackcloth, and be- 
ſprinkl'd my head with «ſhes, and 
with mournful and fad countenance, 
and along rope of G7i0rs ( to carry 
on the work of crying ) have ta- 
kena journey to viſit the low con- 
dition of ſome of the Clergy; and 
ſhould have gone about with a Be/#, 
and a tone as doleful as the max that 
uſes to carry it ; and have cryed, alas! 
alas! poor Gentleman, your Houſe is 
ready to fall, and your Glebe 1s very 
narrow, and ſomewhat ſhort. Alas! 
alas! here take an 0-70z 3, I am come 
to cry with you this evening, and 
| to 
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to bewail your misfortunes and meay 
circumſtances, This is the way 1n- 
deed to kill the poor Miniſter before 
the following $xnday, and to make 
Widows apace; but what good 
elſe it would do, I know nat : Or 
perhaps the Anſwerer would have 
had me to have drawn a Scheme of 
a ſmall Benefice, and have- demon- 
ſtrated, that a Family of ſix or ſe- 
ven cannot be honourably maintain- 
ed with twenty or thirty pounds a 
year 3 and fo putting down 4. and 
B, for the Afrmiſter and his Wife, 
three or four of the following Let- 
ters for the Children, and an 7. for 
the Yicaridge, have ſcientifically pro- 
ved that A.B.C. and the reſt that 
follow , would eaſily eat up, and 
wear out more than Y. if they had 
it. Indeed, although I was not in 
all places thus Mathematically grave 
and ſerious; yet, where 1t was need- 
{ul, Twas more conſiderate than the 
Anſwerer perhaps may imagine 3 and 
did not frame and deviſe more in- 
conveniences, than the world _— 

E 
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fible of z and where it was requilite, 
I reckon'd -up and well weigh all 
circumſtances. Although I did$not 
uſe a Padrant to take the height of 
every Vicaridge chimney, nor caſtup 
exadtly how many ſtraws a diligent 
Starling might carry away 1n a day, 
if the Bird roſe early in the Morning. 
And notwithſtanding the Anſwerer 
thinks me ſo wofully and exceedingly 
hyperbolical ; yet as to the wumber of 
yards of whipcord,and the dilapidation 
inſtruments, T was lo very near the 
borders of {tri&,Grammartical and ſo- 
ber truth, that I know a Divine, on 
this fide the Live, who was almoſt 
ready to ſet on another lock upon 
his Stxdy door, to ſecure his whipcord 
from that Jeſuitical plot, that he 
perceived my Letfer had againſt it : 
And, if need were, I could tell him 
of another, that thinks my Letter 
wholly written againſt his falling the 
Tumbrel, though there be ſome 0- 
ther things ſhily put in to diſguiſe the 
buſineſs; and many more ſuch ſtories 
I could tell you: For you —w_ 
ir, 
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Sir, my manner of Life and Profeſ- 
ſion oft-rimes calls me into come 
pany, where people ( asſure as the 
Anſwerer thinks he has got me ) talk 
very freely of my Letter, when they 
think the Author is many miles off. 
And the other day I was, Sir, in a 


place, where heard that ſome peo-. 


ple ( befides the Azſwerer ) were 
angry 5 but for what, they profefied 
they could not tell : and amongſt the 
reſt, I muſt be asked, whether I had 
obſerved any hurt.in the Book? To 
which Tanſwered ( it not being con- 
venient at that time to be modeſt )no 
verily I ſaw none. Upon this,Sir,I be- 
gan to think a little with my ſelf up- 
on what grounds any one ſhould be 


diſſatisfied; and I conſidered.that the 


things that I did repreſent as idle, 


uſeleſs, or blameable, are either 1n - 


themſelves really ſo, or not : if they 
be, and people be convinced thereof, 
it 19 far more manly and Chriſtian 
toabate or forſake them, than to be 
angry for nothing 3 but if ſo bel 
have undervalued expreſſions that 

are 


— . 


=... "me 
are rich and precious, and diſliked 
things that are very commendable 
or allowable; I ſuppoſe people are 
not ſuch fools as to run after my idle 
fancy, and to fear my diſpleaſure : 
ſet them goon 3 Iam miſtaken, and 
and there's an end of it. And he 
that thinks it his beſt and ſureff way 
always to begin with Ada, let him, 
if he pleaſe, begin with the Pre- 
adamites 5 I do not intend to quar- 
rel. And he that judges it conve- 
nient and faving to trifle and qnibble 
in his Sermor, let him do it alſo in 
his Prayer (if he be (o refolv'd) 
and take along with him a pair of 
Hawks Bells, if the Rubrick will al- 
low of it 5 I'll aſfure him I will not 
write againſt him, for I have done. 
In like-manner. if any man be de- 
termined againſt being rich, and is 
offended at me for wiſhing him the 
me Tythes, let him ſtay where heis; 
or T donot intend to get a #/rit to 
the Sheriff, to force him intoa bet- 
_ ter Preferment : And if there be any 
one that will not have his Dairy in- 
creaſed, 
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creafed , but will dote upon the 
ſweet ſociety of his ſingle Cow ; if he 
be be ſo ſet upon her, let him take 
his pleaſure ſtilII, and fetch her up 
daily, and ſometimes kſs her(as the 
old Foman did, when ſhe ſaid, every 
one as they like.) But in my opinion, 
a ſmall Laity Boy, although he can- 
not reducea Sy/ogiſnr, nor knows a- 
ny thing at all of the firſt ten Perſe- 
eutivns, may do the buſineſs as well ; 
if ſhe be not very curſt and bad tem- 
pered. And if after this, any bo- 
dy be ſtill angry, let him hold off a 
little before he raves, and confider, 
that Tam not ſo dainty-mouth'd, as 
that T muſt have diſcourſes purpoſe 
ly provided for my own curiofity 
and ſqueamiſhneſs ; becauſe, Sir, you 
may very well remember, that what 
[ hinted at in my former, were not 
things of my own difliking; but as 
I told you, were generally diſplea- 
fing: And indeed, in my firſt Lezrer, 
T did rather make it my buſineſs to 
o1ve a ſhort Hiſtory of what was de- 
rided or blamed, than ſtudied to in- 
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vent or complain of what mipht- be 
repreſented unprofitable or. ridicu- 
lous. po EU 

And though the Anſwerer may 
think, Sir, that I have made it my 
buſineſs ever fince forty two to liſt- 
en at Church Windows, or taking the 
pretence of my Briefs to $9 amongſt 
them ; or to employ my diligent Fa- 
Fors in ſeveral Counties, or to ran- 
fack all the Sermons that have been 
Printed ſince the Reformation, to get 


together (as heſays,p. 67.) twenty, or 


thirty paſſages not accurate or Scholars 
like, and to repreſent theſe with all 
poſltble diſadvantage, to the diſpa- 
ragement of the Clergy 3 yet he and 
the world may know, that this was 
ſofar frommy employment or inten- 
tions, that I had quite finiſh'd what 
T defigned 1a my firſt Letter, before 
f thought it convenient to inſert ſo 
much as any one ſtory .; and how- 
ever harſh, unkind or diſpgernons I 
have been before, yet I will now be 
ſo civil,asnot to ſay what little pains 


I was at, or how few Books I ſearch'd 
into 
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into, to furniſh my ſelf with fe-andl 


proper Inſtances to explain my mean- 
ing. And I cannot help it, if ſome 
of the polztick (thoſe I mean that are 
loth to part with ſome dearneſſes or 
other that they ufe in their Preach- 
ing ) go along with the Arſwerer in 
cenſuring what I did, as an untimely 
and unhopeful attempt : but I pro- 


fe(s, I have fo little skill m the nicerp . 
of ſeaſons, and critical ripeneſs of 


Books ; that I know not of one line, 
but might be Printed as well in ſe- 
venty, as in ſeventy one. If indeed 
whatT ſaid, had been ſome mighty 
fecret of State, and known only to 
the Privy Conncil, the Anſwerer and 
-y ſelf, we poſitbly out of our reach» 
1ng prudence, and well-weighed de- 
terminations, had reſolved not to de- 
clare as yet;but to lock up things,that 
ordinary Tradeſmen percerve & come 
plain of,and that even Ch:Idren of ten 
years of age obſerve and make ſport 
with;is doubtleſs one of the great 17- 
trieues, that ſpring forth from the 
very inwards of Policy, I go ſuppoſe, 

F ro 
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'to hear a Sermon, where there be 
five hundred or a thouſand People ; 
and the Afrifter, out of imprudence, 
bad education, -or ſome other mil{- 
fortune, -happens to think of very 
ſtrange Metaphors 3 or to make uſe 
of very bad Tales, $imrilitudes,or the 
like : Mum, fay I to my (ſelf, I intend 
to have all that, no body elle 
| ſhall have one tittle of it : but per- 
haps, before the People get out of 
the Church-yard, they begin to re- 
peat; and the ſecret that I deſigned 
for my own private cenſure, by the 
next morning 1s gotten all about the 
Towr.. Or ſuppoſe I am acquainted 
.with ſome of the Clergy, whoſe con- 
dition 15 fo very low and diſconſo- 
Jate, that they are forced to run up 
and down half the week, to procure 
a Pariſh-meeting, topick up or bor- 
row three or four ſhillings or are 
almoſt ready to pawn. their Bibles 
ſometimes, to get a little of the A4r- 
ſwerers that ſame to go to Market: 
this likewiſe by all means muſt be 


concealed, becaule: of the 4nſwerer's 
old 
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old obſervation, AU things that are 
true.,are not to be ſaid at all times. 
And now, Sir, I was juſt going to 
fay, that I had done with the 4- 
ſwererz which could I ſay with- a 
fafe conſcience, it were the, happieſt 
thing that IT have ſaid theſe twelve 
Months; but I muſt not ſcape ſo, for 
after I had ſpent the prime of m 
ſtrength, and waſted my beſt ſpirits 


amongſt Greeh & Latin , Prefaces nd ' 


Diviſions, Metaphors. and Similitudes, 
and many other ſuch like exemies; up 
ſtarts a freſh and dapper Gentleman 
call'd a Poſiſcript:;Dear Sir,l know not 
whether ever T ſhall write to you a- 
nx ; therefore let me beg it of you 
or Once, as You value your own re- 
putation,your eſtate,your health, life 


and liberty,and the welfare of, your , 


Relations, for the future beware of 
Poſtſcripts 5 you never felt the ſturdy 
blows, the fharp thruſts, and the deep 
wounds that fuch an adverſary gives. [ 
Enow, Sir, your temper inclines yotr 
to bold and great things z and it is 


not a' Letter, anda Letter too, that 
T7 ca 
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can eafily afright you : but yet I 
beg it once again, that you reckon 
a Poſtſcript the moſt dangerous of all 
efter-claps. As for Appendixes, Corot- 


laries, Supplements, Concluſions, Con- 


tinuations, and ſuch like ſmall ſhot, 
theſe are not to be dreaded ; but 


when a Letter comes tail d with a 


Poſiſcript , and concerning Abigail 


too, that'takes you off juſt 1n the 


middle. What a fool was TI, that I 
could not as well have put in Bette 
or Bidde, Suſan or Sarah ; but muſt 
make the Anſwerer angry, and put in 
Abigail: orif I had put herin, what 
had I todo to trouble my ſelf con- 
cerning the Chaplain's ſutting ſo cloſe 
to her & Is it to be expected that eve- 
ry Gentleman ſhould maintain two 
Tables, to keep them at a diſtance ? 
or that he ſhould keep a Servant 
on purpole to watch private 
winks, treading upon toes, twitch- 
ing of zapkins, or breaking of mer- 
ry thoughts under-board ? And is 
there any thing more natural, than 


for prettineſſes to beget looking, and 
for 
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for Tosking to beget admiration 2 and 
what if admiration and love together, 
afterwards beget a YVicaridee & I hope 
2 Chaplain that has been true, truſty 
and ſerviceable, if preferment falls, 
may deſerve before a ſtranger. Well, 
I ſee I was a fool, and there's an 
end of it. But for all that, I believe 
the Gentlemen have not as yet laid 
their ſwords 1n oyl,nor trimm'd up 
their fire-locks,as the Poſtſcript advi- 
ſes : For they have ſent me word.that 
they love me,and underſtand mezand 
that the Anſwerer 18 out of his wits. 
With whom I amo perfectly tired, 
that I can ſcarce ſee his Book,but that 
I am preſently ready to fall aſleep. 
He that miſunderſtands but now and 
then, and where there is any pre- 
tence or ground for it, 1s very par- 
donable ; but to do it through and 
through,trom his very Preface to his 
Poſtſcript 3 nay,even as far as Dr. Fe- 
gon's verſes upon the Scholar of Bennet 
College, 1s {0 very extrayagant and 
humourſom, that it 1s ſcarce to be 
endured;and for all this trouble that 
EY he - 
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ke has put tne to, he thinks he hath 
made = abundant ſatisfaction. innot 
 duelling me, or in not dealing with 
me as ſome ſharp and ſevere Anſwerer 
might have donezbut has(as he ſays,p. 
83.)diſcours'd with me all this while as 
with a ſtranger,and has very little be- 
tray'd that he has any knowledge of me. 
Whereas had he not been very ſpar- 
ing and courteous, he could have bla- | 
ſted my credit, and for ever wounded 
#19 reputation: He could have told 
the World, © That my great Grazd- 
” father to his knowledge, was 
«2 very turbulent fellow in Deen 
« Eljzabeths reignzand did moſt hear- 
ec tily wiſh that the Spaniards might 
« have ſucceeded in their I-vaſioz : 
&« That 1 my great Uncle by my Mo- 
< thers fide, was ſuppoſed to have 
had an hand in 'the Gnr-powder 
& Plot,upon ſome ſmall prejudice that 
© he had conceived againſt King 
& James : : that my cl Relations, 
< in the late times, were moſt of 
<« them Church-Robbers Sequeſtrators, 
& © and Exciſe-men 3 ; and that one of 
Eg * them 
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* them in particular, was intihately 
& acquainted with Bradſhaw. and 
* Tretoz 3 that I'my ſelf was born in 
* the moſt quarrelſome and ſediti- 
© ous Tows: 1nall the Nation; and 
* that I would: not ſuck of any bo- 
* dy but of a peeviſh and ſchifmati- 
* cal Nurſe, nor cat any 2:lk;;; but 
* ſuch as came from a kicking and il/- 
* zatur'd Cow; that ſo foon as I-could 
* climb up a chair orſtool, :my only. 
* delight was to tear Fbles, and all 
* good Books .apieces; and after- 
* wards ( as I grey able ):to pull 
** down the Charch-yard-pales to let 
in the Hogs, to root out new bu- 
«ried people out of their Graves 5 
* that I did not care for robbing any 
« mans Orchard , or plucking any: 
_ © mans Geeſe, but the Miniſters; that 
<« T had alittle oze, privately . out at 
* Nurſe, by that time I waseighteen 
* years of age; and that I gave five 
* and ſixpence a week, beſides ſoap, 
« ftarch and candle ; his name was 
« BelſhaZzar.and he had brown hair 
« and ſo on and on Iwent, with a 

I 4 © con- 
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& conftant and peculiar ſpight againſt 
* Miniſters, till, tothe diſcredit of 
* our Church, IT writ the Contempt of 
© the Clergy. After this ſort, Sir, 
raight the Anſwerer have dealt with 
me, ſuppoſing he would have been 
ſevere, and taken notice that he 
was acquainted with me 3 . but ſup- 
poſe Sir, that his Information fails 
him, and that the perſoz: he writes 
againſt, may either be of the Houſe 
"of Commons, one of the Lifezguard, 
a Builder of Ships, or a High-Con- 
able ; *then let me tell him, that if I 
be one of all thoſe (.which I am. for 
ought he does know , of ever. ſhall 
know }) that he: has loſt almoſt. 
all the eighty firſt page, and abun- 
dance more up and down his Book - 
for whereas he there adviſes me to. 
get a Licenſe to be Univerſity Preacher, 
to ſet uÞ a running LeFure, to call to- 
gether the neighbouring Miniſters, to 
learn them to preach without Preface, 
Diviſion, Tnferences, or the like ; 
it had been altogether as proper for 
bim ( unleſs he had knawn me het- 
=_—_—— oo ter ) 
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ter ) to bid me cock, my Guy, prime 
my Pan, face about to the right, or to 
haveſet me to any other employment, 
till he had been more ſure, where I 
dwelt, or how I ſpent my time : for 
why ſhould any trouble themſelves 
to enquire after me, fox I am very 
well.thankGod.and wiſh all mankind 
ſo. But I know it 1s the humour of the 
Anſwerer, and ſome few more, to 
belieye things to be true or falſe, ac- 
cording-to the Anthors age, bulk, 
profeſhon, complexion, and Coun- 
ty. Such a thing, ſays one, is as 
plain, and evident as may be, if the 
Author lives at Lozdor 5 but if at 
Tork;. 1n my opinion he js ſomewhat 
obſcure; and remove hjm but to 
Durham, and he1s the greateſt har 
inthe woxld, next unto the hþxge one 
himfelf. Yes truly, ſays another, 
that may pofhibly bez nay, I can 
ſcarceſee how it can be otherwiſe, if 
he were not ſo very fat and an- 
cientz and for ought any body 
knows, the Axthor 1s as thin as a 
Iafer, and never did as yet ſee fifty. 
| But 
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- » But asT faid before, Sir, F am quite 
tired, and have nothing moreto fay 
to the Anſwerer, but only to let him 
know, That had it not been for-the 
fake of that little which 1s now to 
follow, I had been fo rude and un- 
mannerly to him, and fo very kind 
to my ſelf, asnot to have taken any 
notice of what he had written. And 
indeed, before I go any further, I 
muſt ſolemnly beg _— of every 
one that hath read his 4ſwer., for 
ſeeming ſo far to ſuſpe@ their Judg- 
ments, as to go about to point and 
diret to miſtakes, that lie fo thick 
and obvious; and havingobtatned 
that, Sir, I hope alſo, that: where 
your felf, or any other Aeader, fhall 
find your ſelves very much grieved, 
with the trifling and ſmall entertain- 
ment which this ſecord Letter only 
affords, that you will attribute ſome 
part of tt to the. flenderneſs of that 
ſtaff, which the Anſwerer gave me 
to deal with, as well as to my great 
indiſcretion 1n undertaking it. And 
fo farewel Anſwerer'for this year, and 


all that ſhall follow. And 
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And thus, Sir, I have bricfly ſhewn, 
that as 1t was altogether againſt my: 
deſign, to bring any of the Clergy in« 
to contempt, ſo I have ſaid nothing, 
nor after ſuch a manner, as ſhauld by 
any Reafons be concluded to do the 
ſame z but if there be any-ſo- weak, 
and. ſo regardleſs as to miſtake; me z 
they are either ſome of the giddy and 
ſoft-headed Noz-conformiſts, or ſome 
of the idle and inconſiderable:Lai- 
; "2b | _—_ 
" As for the fitſt, who think them- 
{elves the only Saizts of the Age, and 
to be now 7# Chains for Chriſt, and 
his cauſe : Let me-tell thenf, | that 
they have no reaſon atall to rejoyce 
at my firſt Letter, becauſe they there 
find, that ſuch is the imprudence or 
unhappineſs of ſome: of the Clergy, as 
ſometimes to occaſion their own coz- 
tempt, For if they pleaſe to examine 
again what 1s there written, they will 
then perceive their dear Brethrez to 
be as much concerned as any body 
elſe, and to have as great a ſhare in 


thoſe Inſtances that are produced out 
L __ | of 
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of idle Sermons : Burt I did not ſet 
them out by themſelves upon two ac- 
counts; Furſt, becauſe till they do 
conform, careis taken by Authority, 
. that they may not publickly render 
the Miniſtry contemptible by their 
ridiculous Preaching. And in the 
next place, becauſe all their fooleries, 
idlenefſes and inſignificant cantings 
are fo peculiarly and faithfully ſet 
forth in the forementioned Friendly 
debates, that I could ſcarce think of 
any thing that could be added 3 but, 
becauſe thoſe reaſons I find were not 
ſufficient, and that I hear that ſome 
of them ſay, Tt 7s row very plain, how 
the world is altered, and what lamen- 
table preaching and trifling there is, 
now they are ſilenced - therefore be- 
cauſe I would not have them too 
much ſpoiled and exalted,in thinking 
themſelves the only poor remain of 
people,that can diſpenſe the word pro» 
fitably, and ſpeak ſexce, rhetorick 
and goalineſs; they may pleaſe to 
believe it, that if I had thought they 


would have been fo miſtaken, I could 
have 
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have found out as many . follies 
and extravagancies, in one days 

time, out of their Sermons and 

Diſcourſes, as ina week any where 
elſe. Totell ſtories, you know, Sir, 
15s endleſs and tedious; but however, 

for onceI mult beg leave tobe a little 
troubleſome, that what I now fatd, 
ſome body elſe may believe beſides 
my ſelf. There is therefore oe now 

emonglt them, who is counted one of 

their moſt precious ſufferers, and a 
molt healing inſtrument 5 who is fo 
full of idle phanſtes, metaphors, ſimi- 
litades, and all ſuch like frothy dif- 
paraging ſtuft; that you may ſet him 
almoſt againſt twenty of the moſt im- 
prudent conforming Preachers, that 
are to be found amongſt us. Of his 
rich vein of wit, I ſhall only give you 
one inſtance; which is upon that of 
the Pſalmiſt, But bis delight is in the 
Law of the Lord. Where he obſerves 
that every word has its emphaſis, and 
therefore he. begins with the firſt 
word, BUT, This BUT, ſays he, 7s 

full of ſpiritual wine ; we will broach 


Wt, 
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it, and tafte a little, thex proceed. He 
had better have faid, it was full of 
ſpiritual cakes, or precious ſtones: for 
this #ut will hold no more Wire, than 
a Net.or a Sieve and one hadas good 
go-about to broach. one of them, as 
this. B#4: or if he would have made 
the thing credible, he ſhould have 
faid. that this But is. 4 Hogs-head full of 
ſpiritual wine 5 (as one did that repea- 
ted it out of the Azthor ) then. you 
know, Sir, it is as plain and poſltble 
a$ may be, and we might have broach-. 
ed preſently : but of all things,I ſhould 
haye ;been moſt pleaſed, if for once 
he would have ſpaken in Latin; and 
told us, that this ſed or verum enim 
vero, 1s full of ſpiritual wine 3 for 
then: the wit would have been more 
admired for lying a great way off. I 
ſuppoſe I need not go on, Sirz you 
cannot : but be ſufficiently fatisfied 
concerning the great ſtretch of his 
fancy.. Imighralf, Sir, ſeeing that 
wei have ſet him abroach (as he will 
haveit) give you juſt a taſte of his 

Metaphorical faculty, What think 
| you 
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you of a Cheſt or Cupboard of truth 2 
or of the Rain-bow of Juſtice ® Mercy 
turns Juſtice into a Rain-bow ;, the 
Rain-bow is a Bow indeed, but hath ng 
Arrow in it. Here the Author was 
double happy 3 Metaphor, and Wit 
into the bargain : Or what think you 
of (weeping the Walks of the heart 3 
or of Prayer being a ſpiritual Leech 5 
and of throwing in the angle, of Prayer, 
and. fiſhing for mercy 2 Qr laſtly, 
What think you , of God's laying the 
ſoul a whitenirge Do you not think, 
Sir, that it wguld very much alter 
the countenance of the #Waſhmaid, ta 
find two or three large ſoxls bleaching 
amongſt her /iznex £ But to ſpeak the 
truth of it, the peculiar knack, gift 
and glory of this Gentleman, conſiſt 
chiefly in making of likereſſes 3 in 
which he is ſo lucky, and tranſcen- 
dently accompliſhed, that in aſmall 
Treatiſe of his, (called 4 Chriſtian oz 
the Mount; in a.very ſhort time, I 
found ' Meditation tobe like almoſt a 
hundred ſeveral things. 
In thefirſt place, 4/editation is _ 
| WH = 
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mithdrawing-Room; weare very well 
fatisfied, 1f he will not carry us much 
further : then he calls us out to viGF#- 
ls, and after that, Meditation 3s like 
chewing of the cid : now we muſt 
walk abroad, and Meditation is like 
climbing wp into a tree 5 but if that 
be not high enough, 2zt is like 4 Mount 
or 4 Tower high : but if we have got 
any ſtrain with el:»4bing, Meditation 
is like going into 4 Bath + andif after 
bathing we grow hungry again, and 
faint, Meditation is the palate by which 
ze feed; and immediately after, 7# 
is like Iſraels eating of Manna + and 
five lines after, like a Cordial to-be 
drunk down 5 So that 1n a very little 
compaſs, Meditation is climbing, bas 
thing,taſting,eating,drinkingand chew- 
ing the cud. Within two'or three pages 
after, the Chriſtian 1s to take the Air 
again, and to be mounred, but .not 
fo high as before, but upon a fiery 
Steed; and then Meditation 7s the 
Chriſtian's curbing bit : and I know 
not well how it comes about, but it 
#5 aljo like a powerfnl Loadſflone 5 = 

| or 
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fot all that, the next line, 7# 7s Like 
a cork to a Net. And ſoon after, /;ke 
diſtilling of Waters, and like beating 
of Incenſe; but now we go far and 
deep, and Meditation is like digging 
ſpiritual gold out of the Mine of the 
promiſes; but we ſoon . come. above 
ground again for alittle while, and 
Meditation is like digging about the 
roots of a tree: but down again pre- 
fently, for Meditation is like digging 
in the Mine of Ordinances: We had 
not been in this ire as yet, we had 
only digg'd in the A4ize of «the Pro- 
miſes before: but I am afraid, Sir,, 
you will fay you have enough if 
not, we go on. And Meditation is 
like the ſelvidge, which keeps the cloth 
from ravelling;, or like a hammer that 
drives the nail to the head 5 or like 
rubbing .4 man int a ſmoony or like a 
bee ſucking out of the flower of truth 
preacht, and working it in the hive of 
the heart. Furthermore, Meditation 
is the ballaſt of the heart, the bellows 
of the affeFiont, and the Hen that 
hatcheth good affeFions 5; and like the 
K ſails 


[130] 
ſails of the $hip, notwithſtanding 
that it was like the ba/aſt jultnow : 
but I. ſuppoſe: the Anuthor does not 
mean. the ſame $h7p he meant before, 
but ſome-other. But ſuffer mel pray, 
Sir, . to put theſe grapes once more into 
the Preſs as an acquaintance of his 
fays in a Sermon) Meditation. is like 
going to Plough, like Oyl to the Lamp, 
like a Gun full of powder ( but prayer. 
without faith, ws. like a Gun dif 
charged withont a bullet ) like wet 
tinder, like a whip, like a proſpeFive 
glaſs, a golden ladder, a dove, a 
touchſtone,  a.(piritual Index. It was 
-juſt now. the oz{, but he holds 'not 
long in the ſame mind, for now. it is 
the lampit ſelf, that is to be fed with 
the oyl of reading.; but then joint 
with examination, and 7t is. like the 
Su#.0zthe Dyal. And laſtly, jomit 
with pra@ice, and #t is like apair of 
Compaſſes, $3 $-41"s 

And now, Sir, am I not. as good 
as my word ? havel not ſhewn you 
a man, that 1s very fruitful and pre- 
cious? Is 1t poſitble to be weary, 
where 
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where there is fuch vatiety:of far- 
ey? He begins with you at home, 
then calls you abroad; brings you 
back, again, then out at Sea, then 
for the Indies, carrying you into 
Afines, ſeveral Mines, Promtiſe-Mines, 
and Ordinance-mines; this muſt needs 
be -relting and diſſokoing. And | 
queſtion-not, as this Gerfleman leads 
_ us through a great part of mechanick 
and natural Philoſophy, fo, had he 
thought of it, and been' but ata lit- 
tle moreletſure, his farcy conld have 
made Meditation like all the Animals 
1 Geſzer, and all the Plants int Ger- 
rard; for ſome ſmall reaſon, or pret- 
ty: report or other : For when his 
hand was in, what had it been for 
himto have faid, that Meditation is 
like an Oſtrich, a | Pheaſant-cock,, or 4 
Robin-red-breaſt 5 or like a Whale, 2 
Prke,®or a Gndgeon? for T do not at 
all doubt but that a very ſmall 7-- 
ventor may deviſe as good a reaſon 
for all thoſe likeneſſes, as he that ſaid, 
that Faith was like a F lonnder, that 
laid a Chriſtian flat upon the Pro- 
Miſes. J-; After 


-_ ee nn Ln anne hn — - 


C132 ] 

After him comes another Bartho- 
lomew Gentleman, with a huge ham- 
per of Promiſes; and he falls a #ra- 
ding with his Promiſes, and applying 
of Promiſes, and reſting upon Pro= 
miſes, that we can hear of nothing 
but Promiſes : which trade of Promi- 
ſes he ſo engroſs'd to himſelf, and 
thoſe of his own Congregation, that 
in the late times he would not ſo 
much as let his near Kizſmer, the 
Presbyterians, to have any dealing 
with the Promiſes - And to es 
this trade. of Promiſes, the Poor dee 
ceived creatures mult be lately abu- 
ſed with a_new ſort of Concordance, 
by 7. P. confilting of Commands , 
Threatnings and Promiſes z. and be- 
fides, leſt people ſhould take hold of, 
and apply a curſe inſtead of a bleſſrng, 
and a threatning 1n{tead of a promiſe, 
they are all ſet forth with theis par- 
ticular zarks - ſo that now I ſuppole, 
the trade of promiſes will ſuddenly 
hereupon be much amended , and 
grow ſtrangely quick. and lively, 
| And to beſhort ( becauſe this Gex- 
Hemnn 
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tleman has been ſufficiently taken no- 
tice of by a late worthy Author ) 
except it bejdle preaching about ex- 
periences, diſpenſations, manifeſta= 
tions, diſcoveries, improvements , 
pledges, priviledges and prerogatives 5 
outgoings, ingoings and returns, and 
ſuch like ſenſeleſs, inſignificant, caz- 
tivgs words and phraſes ; there is 
ſcarce any thing to be found in him, 
or any of thoſe that are admirers of 
his way. | 
And, as this ſo much admired oxe 
has a peculiar trade in promiſes, fo 
others there be, who are very much 
for trafficking with Chriſt : And in 
the late times, we may remember 
what a ſubtile trade was driven this 
way, and what a perfe&t merchan- 
dize they made of Chriſt and what 
abundance of eminent holders forth 
of Chriſt, and his Cauſe, were ſent 
into the Conntry to ſell Chriſt for 
ſpoons, bodkins and thimbles : But 
amongſt all thoſe that were then em- 
ployed, none ever was faund to 


make ſo very good a retarz of Chriſt 
| 3 as 
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as H, P, was obſerved todo; for he 
could | preſently call the people-to- 
nether's, and tell them, * That he 
&® heard at Lodo, that they were 
* without Chriſt, and he .came on 
* purpoſe to bring them Chriſt, and 
* what a great deal of money he 
& was offered upon the road for 
* Chrj ie but he was reſolved to part 
* with Chriſt to no body, till the Be- 
5 loved that he was preaching to, had 
© had the refuſal of him 3 and if they 
&« did ititend to trade with him , 

© they mnſt down with their duſt'i in- 
bc. ſtantly'; for to his knowledge, the 
© Papiſts did offer a very vaſt fum of 
* money for Englands Chriſt : and 
© therefore, if they did not make 
«© all poſſtble' haft to ſend in their 
* plate atid: Fewels, he would beſoon 
< ſhip'd, 'and carried away to 
4 Howe? But may ſome ſay, What 
« if eruel Cavalier ſhould come, 
© would .not then our Chriſt be in 
<« great danger, after all our coſt and 
cc charges; might not he plunder us 


* of our _—_ ? No Cavalier 1n- 
«& deed 
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© deed 1s cruel, and may get away 
© your ſhoulder of Mutton, may get 
« away your Childrez, may get a- 
« way your Wife, and may get away 
* your very Bible ; and he may, come 
<« alſo for your Chriſt, but he cannot 
<«< get away your Chriſt 5 for Chriſt is 
«< yours, and be js Gods; and there- 
« fore down with your money. I 
do not ſay that all that were ſent 
forth then to repeat the word Chr, 
( for that was then, and: is ſtill by 
many called preaching of Chriſt ) did 
_ carry along with them ſuch knaviſh 
intentions 3 but fare I am, that the 
vain repetition of ſuch good words, 
1s {till too often that which the Nox- 
conformiſts call powerful preaching, 
when as there 1s nothing at all that 
15 meant by themſelves, or can be un- 
derſtood by their Hearers, And this 
made Biſhop Taylor ſay in his Epiſtle 
to the Reader before his ſhort Cate- 
chiſm, That a plain Cattchiſm doth 
more inſtru a ſoul, than a whole 
dayes prate which ſome daily ſpit forth 
to bid men get Chriſt, and perſecute 
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his ſervants 3, for he was very well 
aware,' that theſe great Zealots, that 
talk ſo much of Chriſt and his 7-ter- 
eſt, were as forward to cheat, ſteal, 
or commit any vi/anzes, as thoſe that 
had never heard of Chriſt, or the 
Do@rine that he preached. And 
indeed, Thad now taken very little 
notice. of what was then done a- 
mongſt them, if that idle, empty 
and inſignificant preaching had ceaf- 
ed with the times ; but {ſtill I find 
people ſo ſtudious to deceive, and 
fo willing to be deceived, that ſuch 
prattle ,- amongſt many, ſtill bears 
the name of the only ſaving,” powers 
ful and edifying preaching. 'And in- 
deed, though I will not accuſe e- 
very one of that party', that now 
ſtand ſeparated from us, of the ut- 
moſt extravagancies of theſe follies ; 
yet Iam very certain, that the great- 
eſt part, or at leaſt the moſt famous 
and prevailing amonſt them, are ſo 
generally” addicted to canting, in- 
Hgnificant phraſes and tedious tax- 

tologies ; that ſhould we compare 
—. * 7 77  - Wor 
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their continual reljgieas nonſence, 
with the indiſcretions of the Cox 
formiſts, theſe would appear tolera- 
bly ſober and wary Aetoricians. 

And this 1s ſo plain from what 
has been already mentioned , that 
very little need to be ſaid further; 
but only it happens that I have now 
by me a Book call'd, Apples of Gold 
for young men and young women 5 a 
Book ſo famous amongſt them, that 
it has to my knowledge deceived 
the world to no leſs than eight 
Editions - and yet when we look 
into it (notwithſtanding: the ſubje& 
is very large and profitable ) we ſhall 
tkere. find little beſides Chrift, the 
Soul, Conſcience, Faith, and ſuch hike 
very. good words, over and. over 
repeated to very ſmall purpole, and 
as often uſher'd -4n with-an engag- 
ing andcrying introduttion of, Ah! 
young men 3 and- ſometimes, Ah! 
young men and women. It is all one, 
Sir, where you open the Book, his 
Rhetorical humour is ſo very much 


the ſame. 4b / (ſays he, p. 181.) 
$179  goung 
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young men, young men, if you muſt 
needs be leaning, then lean upon pres 
cious promiſes , lean upon the Rock 
that is higher than your ſelves, lean 
 #pon the Lord Feſus Chriſt, as John 
did ; John leaned much (Joh.21.20.) 
and Christ loved him much. Ah! lean 
upor Chriſt's wiſdom , lean upon his 
power, lean upon his purſe, lean upox 
his eye, lean upon his righteouſneſs, 
lean upon his blood, lean upon his me- 
rit.. Now, Sir, we well underſtand, 
and know the meaning of Chriſt's 
Wiſdow , Power , Righteouſneſs, and 
the like : but to make a huge clat- 
tering 'of Chriſt, and a long empty 
tattle of /aring, and to make peo- 
ple ſigh and cry by mere repetition 
of Scripture words , when. perhaps 
there is little further ſign of ſence, 
than ſhakzrg of the head, and wring- 
zng. of bands, has much more in 
it of popular deceit, than popular Rbe- 
forick : but having ſet out with the 
word lean, for the. fine figurative 
oiſe, and eaſineſs together, that is 
to be continued as long as lungs 
| can 
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can hold, never minding to what 
1t 15 joyned, or how 1t 1s applied, 
And whence do you think , Sir, 
came all this idle rant about. leaz- 
ing 2 only from Johz's being placed 
next to. our S4ayzour at Supper, and 
laying his head or elbow 1n his boſom 3 
therefore, young men, if they would 
be leaning, they mult 717 their heads 
into our Saviours purſe, and put 
their elbows into his eyes. And from 
this 'place of Scripture alone ariſe 
all their inſignificant caztizg, about 
a believer's leaning and rolling upon 
Chriſt, it being no where elſe men« 
tion'd in the whole New Teſtament 3 
but only where it 18 ſaid, that Ja- 
cob leaned upon the top of his ſtaff. - 
And as he here runs away with the 
word leaning ; lo the very ſame me- 
thod he. uſes for any thing elle , 
that he ſhall happen upon. It is 
ſaid you know, Sir, al. 1. 14. Carſ- 
ed be the deceiver which hath in his 
flock a male, and yet offereth to the 
Lord a corrupt thing, Upon which 


immedaately follow ; 4h ! young men 
| " = 
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and women (who are like the Almond 
tree ) you have many males in your 
flock,, your ſtrength is a male in the 
flock, , your time is a male in the flock, 
your parts are a male in the flock, 
and your gifts are a male in the flock, 
&c. And whereas here he menti- 
ons only ſtrength and parts in gene- 
ral, as being males in the flock; yet 
if his breath would have laſted, he 
could have made every firger and 
toe that a young man has, to be a 
male in the flocks and I wonder how 
he miſs'd judgment, memory , fancy, 
and the five ſexſes ; for theſe doubt- 
leſs, are all ales in the flock, if he 
had not forgot them. And this is 
that in which chiefly conſiſt the pow- 
er and edifyingneſs (as they call it) 
of their preaching,and by which they 
think themſelves ſo far to excel the 
inſtructions of the corformable Mi- 
zifters; as if theſe could not fay the 
word Chrift as often in an hour, as 
the moſt powerful and edifying of 
them; and I wonder where lies the 
myltery and great difficulty of this 

gifted 
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gifted ſort of RKhetorick, I am dif- 
courſing ſuppoſe about the pardon of 
fin, and I bring in that of the Pals 
miſt, Bleſſed is he whoſe tranſgreſſzon 
#s forgiven, &c.Upon which occafion 
I exert my gifts, and pour, forth thus, 
Tt is not, bleſſed is the honourable man, 
but bleſſed is the pardon'd man ; it is 
20t bleſſed is the rich man, but bleſſed is 
the pardon'd manzit is uot bleſſed is the 
learned man, but bleſſed is the par 
don'd man 5 it is not bleſſed is the po= 
litich man, but bleſſed is the pardon'd_ 
mans it is not bleſſed is the viForious 
22an, but bleſſed is the pardon'd man. 
Or I am preaching ſuppoſe about re- 
member thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth; and I guſh forth after this 
manner: Ah! that young men and 
women would but in the morning of 
their youth ſeek, yea, ſeek, early, ſeek. 
diligently, ſeek primarily, ſeek, un- 
weariedly, this God, whdo is the great- 
eſt good, the beſt good, the moſt de- 
ſirable good 5 who is a ſutable good, 
4 pure good, a ſatisfying good, a to- 
tal good, and aneternal good, Now, 
may 
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thay not a Corformiſt, though of an 
ordinary invention, and not endued 
with the ſublimeſt giftedreſes of our 
Separatiſts, ſay, ſeek, ſeek, ſeek, 
ſeek, &c. orgood, good, good, good, 
&c. I-am very ſerious, Sir, and you 
know it 3 and IT wiſhthoſe that I am 
now ſpeaking of, would think ſo 
too, and lay afide their groundleſs 
pretences to gifts, and preach like 
men and Chriſtians : for T bleſs Al« 
mighty God, I love all the World, 
and wiſh that all men were wiſe to 
the ſalvation of themſelves and o- 
thers. And notwithſtanding; that 
many of them are ſo forward to 
boaſt of their ſpiritnal atfainments 
and z#2provements, and will tel you, 
How often they have ſweat at prayer, 
and how long they frequented" Ordi- 
nances, and what abundance of days 
they kept, and time they ſpent, in aps 
plying of promiſes, and regiſtring ex« 
periences, before they conld arrive to 
this converting and heart-diſſolving 
preaching : but yet for all that, it 
ſavours fo much of the natural man, 
that: 
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that IT queſtion not at all, but that 
the very glory, and he art-breaking- 
#eſs of it ( which chiefly confiſt in 
an endleſs repetition of the ſame 
words ) may be ealily acquired by a 
Lad :of fixteen years of age in a 
Months time. To make, Sir, this 
plain, T1] give you but one inſtance 
of very high 7»-provements in this 
kind 3 it is uponthis particular, viz. 
An old Diſciple, an old Chriſtian is 
rich in ſpiritual experiences, Where- 
upon he thus: proceeds : O the expe- 
riences that an old Chriſtian hath of 
the ways. of God, of the workings 
of God, of the word of God, of the 
love' of God ! Othe divine ſtories that 
ol Chriſtians can tell of the power of 
the Word, of the ſweetneſs of the 
Word, of the Uſefulneſs of the Word ! 
O' the ſtories that he can tell' you con= 
cerwing the love of Chriſt, the blood of 
Chriſt, the offices of Chriſt, the merits 
of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs, the graces 
of Chriſt, and the influences of Chri$t /! 
O the ſtories that an old- Diſciple 
can tell you of the iu-dwellings of the 
Spirit, 
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Spirit, of the operations of the S$pi+ 
rit, of -the teachings of the Spirit, of 
the ſealings of the ſpirit, of the wit- 
xeſſings of the Spirit, and of the 
comforts and joys of the Spirit / O the 
ories that an old Chriſtian can tell 
you, of the evil of ſim, of the bitterneſs 
of ſin, the deceitfulneſs of ſin, the pre- 
walency of ſin, and the happineſs of the 
conqueſt over ſin! O the ſtories that 
he can tell youu, of the ſnares of $4- 
tan, the devices of Satan, the tem- 
ptations of Satan, the rage of Satan; 
the malice of Satan, the watchfulneſs 
.of Satan, and the ways of triumphing 
over Satan | Theſe you ſee, Sir, are 
ſtories which an old Chriſtian, an old 
Diſciple can tell you. But do you 
not think, that one may. procure a 
very young Chriſtian, ſuch as I be- 
fore-mentioned, who by the help of 
two of three Syſtemes, and a little 
Skill in 7zdexes, ſhould be able to 
tell you as many divine ſtories as 
theſe, and a hundred more, if it 
ſhould be convenient ? may not he, 
in a ſmall time learn to begin with 
divine 
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divine ſtories of God, the Soriptures, 
Chriſt,the Holy Ghoſt,of Sin,of Satan 5 
.and may he not.improve in the. uſe of 
his $yſteme, . and. in time venture to 


turn on,and tell.you divine fone! of 


the Covenant of Grace, of t e Sacra- 
ments,of the five points,of the te1:Com- 
mandments, or of any thing elſe, with 
very. great eaſe, according . as he 
thinks to continue his divine ſtories. 
' I ſuppoſe, Sir; ,it were needleſs to 
go about toſatisfie you further, that 
this gifted ſort of preaching, that pre- 
tends more than ordinary to come 
from above, has as little in it of diffi- 
tulty or miracle, as of profit, I can- 
not, I muſt confeſs, imagine wherein. 
the powerfulneſs and inſpiration of 
that gloſs conſiſted, that is made by 
one of this party that] am now ſpeaks 
ing of, concerning going out.of our 

ſelves, and { ſaying, come. Lord, return, 
0 Lord; not return, O my- trade re- 
turn 5 O return, O our Ships return 5 
not return, O onr peace retirn 5 but re- 
turn, O Lord, return, O Lord, Nor 
of that which was made by another 
EL upon 
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upon thoſe words : The fear + the 
cl 


Lord is clean; clean within, and clear 
without ; clean above, and clean be- 
low ; clean on the left hand, and clean 
on the right 3 clean on this ſide, clean 
on that's, clean at home, and clean a« 
broad. Now amlT as ſure as can be, 
that ſome oftheſe people will prefent- 
Iy cry out, and ſay, that I am againſt 
the fear of the Lord, and againſt Chrift 
and his intereſt 5 and that T am againſt 
all ſoul-ſoftning means,and all ſoul-mel- 
tingmeans.And(as it isin the foremen- 
tioned ApplesofGold)Tam a diſconrager 
of all that is God-ward, of all that is 
Chrift-ward,heaven-ward, & holineſs- 
ward; and thatT am for ſoul-hardning 
company, foul-hardning principles, and 
ſoul-hardning examples; and for ſuffe- 
ring of people to go on in deluſtons, that 
are Chriſt-dethroning, and Conſcience- 
waſting, - and ſoul-undoing opportuni- 
ties, If they do I cannot help it; 
but however, I bleſs Almighty God, 
thatT was born of Chriſtian Parents, 
and thatT was brought up in the Chri- 


 /ftian faith; andT hope that (by the 


Divine 
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Divine afſſiftance ) I ſhall continue in 
the ſame, and in well-doing to my 
lives end. And whatever opinion 
they may have of me, I know not 5 
but notwithſtanding, I do moſt hear- 
tily wiſh, that ſuch as have ſpent 
their time in feading of Books and 
Sermons about experiences, getting of 
Chriſt, and the hke, would change 
them all away for the whole Dity of 
Man, that abounds with very pi- 
ous and intelligible rules of Mx 
living, and uſeful knowledge tend- 
KEwERaSs.. ' 
'  AndI do wiſh furthermore, that 
ſuch of the Nozconforming Clergy that 
are of this humour, way and ftyle 5 
that they would adviſe, or fuffer, at 
leaſt, ſuch as are now. or have been 
heretofore their Hearers and Admi- 
rers, toread ſome other Books. beſides 
their own, and hear ſome other mert 
Preach beſides themſelves : For asit 
has been already made out, that the 
way of their diſcourſes is not ſo muc} 
above huriane induſtry and inven- 
tow, as that it ſhould require any 
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more extraordinary aſhſtances, or 
more peculiar illuminations , than 
the Conformiſts may haye juſt reaſon 


' to, pretend to : So in good truth, as 


confident as they are of the heavexl;- 
neſs, and convertingneſs (as they call 
it) of their method and expreſſions, 
they have very little groundsor good 
Authority for that manner they pro- 
ceed in. : For, ſuppoſe, they ſhould 
be fo full of themſelves,and their own 
indowments, as not to attend to the 
examples of the firſt famous Chriſti- 
ans, Saints, and primitive Fathers, 
nor to the Rules of the beſt and moſt 
judicious Orators 5 yet it they will be 
either guided and perſwaded by 
what our Saviour preacht himſelf,: or 
by thoſe direFions which he gave to 
his Diſciples for ſo doing 3 they will 
hnd very little encouragement either 
to dote upon and admire only their 
ownproceedings,or ſo ſeverelyto cen- 
jure and undervalue thoſe that ſhew 
not all willingneſs to be decetv'd by 
them. And in the firſt place, we are 
plainly taltructed, as to what our 84+ 
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viour himſelf ſpoke, . taught or 
preacht 3 as well as after what man- 
ner he expreſſed his meaning. We 
very well remember what he fatd to 
the young man that enquired how he 
ſhould attain eternal life. He did not 
ſay, Get me, get faſt hold of me, get 
your arms full of "me ; but keep the 
Commandments, and give away your 
eſtate 3 which laſt in thoſe times was 
neceſlary for ſuch as intended to be 
Diſciples of Chriſt. In like manner, 
when the Publicans and Souldiers 
came to know what they ſhould dos he 
did not bid them, Take hold of him, 
faſten upon him, and put their arms 
round about him 5 but bad the firſt of 
them (whoſe employment might 
tempt them to cheativg and bribery ) 
exad# no morethan what the Emperour 
demanded 5: and bad the others, be 
contented with their wages and pay 
and not do violence, plunder or ſteal. 
And it was well, that it was Chri/# 
himſelf that ſaid this, or elſe. by 
chance (amongſt theſe lofty Teach- 
ers) thts might have gone for groſs, 
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carnal reafoning, and for fuch dull 
moral inſtructions as Alexander or 
Ceſar themſelves,that never believed 
any thing of Chriſt, might have gi- 
ven to their ColleFors and Armies, 
By theſe places and the like, Sir, it 
1s very ealie to perceive after What 
manner our $&4viour taught and 
preacht ; for whatever he ſpoke was 
-preaching, although what he ſaid 
upon the Mount (being a more con- 
tinued diſcourſe) was more papticu- 
larly call'd his Sermzo» : Sq that thus 
far we ſee, that whilſt Chriſt preached 
Chriſ#, that is himſelf and his Do- 
Grine; here's not a word of getting 
of Chriſt,or getting into Chriſt, or get- 
ting 4 ſhare, a ſfiock, an intereſt in 
Chriſt, or any ſuch like ſtaring, and 
inſignificant expreſhons. In the next 
place, let us ſee what order and 1n- 
meemp-ark he gave to his Diſciples a» 
Þout their preaching. St. Mark tells 
us, ark 16. 15. That he bad them go 
into the world and preach the Goſpel, 
&c.. 8. Matthew tells us, Mat. 28. 19, 
20. he bad them, Go and teach all Na- 
FO OO - We, 
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tions, baptizing them , | &c. and 
teaching them to obſerve all things 
whatſoever he bad commanded them. 
Now, Sir, if ;there can be any other 
meaning of theſe laſt words, than that 
(after people were baptized or admit» 
ted into Chriſtianity) the Diſciples 
ſhould ſpend their time in teachin 

and. explaining ſuch things as Chrif 
himſelf had taught or preacht to the, 
which were not (uch riddles, charms 
and tickling ſtuff, as theſe people too 
often put upon their Hearers,, then 
(if his Majeſty will pleaſe to give me 
leave) I will promiſe never to come 
at any Church again, ſolong asI can 
find out the leaſt creeping Conventicle: 
So that if theſe people will be either 
content to preach no loftier, than 
our £4viour did himſelf, or as he ap- 
pointed his Diſciples.to do, I am ſure. 
they muſt not preach as they do now, 
unleſs they have got ſome ſecret re- 
ſerve of Goſpels for their own peculiar 
uſe 3 or have received ſome new in- 
ſ{truions and: orders, ſince our $4» 
vfour Was taken up ; for in all the 
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Goſpels which we are” acquainted 
withal, we can find nothing elſe but 
that Chrift was The Chriſtz8 that God 
for the* future would be worſhipp'd 
after the manner therein declared. 
And he that preaches this, 9iz. what 
Ebrift\did and ſuffered, and what'he 
poke, preaches Chriſt, or his Goſpel, 
or him crucified, or pim and thewefttre 
refion,” or ' the Kingdome of God, or 
remiſſion of ſins, or the rew Covenant, 
or grace and mercythrough Chriſt; all 
which and many more #1gniftie' the 
fame : and not he that thunders out 
Chriſt a'thouſand times ina Sermor 3 
faying, Ab ! none but Chriſt, none but 
Chriſt. Ah 1 none to Chriſt, none to 
Chriſt ; no works to Chriſts, no duties, 
0 ſervices to Chriſt ; 3 220 prayers, 10 
tears to Chriſts 5 no righteon iſneſs, no 
holineſs to Chriſts 3 lay out for Chriſt, 
make ſure of Chriſt, cloſe with Chriſt, 
cleave to Chriſt, unite.with Chriſt, reſt, 
lean, roll," toſs, tutrble and wallow up = 
on Chriſt. There is mention 'made 
(you know, Sir, ) Mat. 28. 20.' of 
Cbrifts being with the Apoſtles to the 
end 
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end: of the world; which related tg 
the divine afhſtance of the holy Ghoſt, 
which they and their ſucceſſors ſhould 
have towards 'the propagating and 
continuing Chriſtiaz Religioz 1n the 
world': but theſe people are for re- 
ceiving Love-letters from Chriſt, they 
are for {trange exterconrſes, correſpone 
denoies, return?, expreſſes, and I know 
not what. And, if it had not plea- 
ſed God to have abated ſome of thoſe 
extravagancies, by reſtoring our 
Church, 1n time weſhould have come 
to heavenly Proclamations and heavens 
ly Gazetts, And I well remember 
there was one amongſt them that pre- 
tended to have got ſuch an 7ztereſi 
in Chrift, and ſuch exat knowledge 
of affairs above, that he could tell 
the People, That he had juſt before 
received an expreſs from Chriſt feſws 
concerning ſuch a buſineſs, and that the 
ink was ſcarce dry upon the paper + At 
other times he would ſink himſelf in 
the Palpit, and tell the people, he 
would be with them again preſently, he 
would only ſpeak one word with Chriſt , 
; an 
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and ſo pretend ing to have talk'd with 
Chriſt, he would come up again ſaon 
after, asfull of Chriſt, and bis advice 
as might be. And to conclude this, 
Sir, how many hundred and hun- 
dred times have you heard that place 
in the Coloſſians, viz. Chriſt is all in 
a, brought in at the clole of any 
thing that went before, only becauſe 
it is --e/ting, and may produce ſigh or 
groan; for, if they would but conſt- 
ſider of the Zible, as well as get by 
heart words and phraſes out of it, they 
might then have taken notice of thoſe 
many heavenly exhortations, contat- 
ned in the ſame Chapter to the Coloſſs- 
ans, of living more peaceably, god- 
lily and righteouſly than they had 
done, before they were converted 
to the Chriſtian Faith;and in particu- 
Jar, that they ſhould be now as kind, 
juſt and faithful to every man that 
they had to deal withal (let him be 
Greek or Jew, Barbarian or Scythian ) 
as they uſe to be, or ſhould be, to 
their own Nezghbours and Citizens 5 
for that now, ChriſFwas all in all, ha- 
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ving taken away all diſtind;ons, and 
made of all 22anhind one people. It is 
not, Sir, my intent here to comment 
upon Scripture z but I would to God, 
that theſe people that talk ſo much, 
& lo endleſſy the word Chriſt, would 
ſpend more time in explaining his 
DoGrine if they did, I am ſure the 
world would not only be much wi» 
ſer, but more peaceable and better. 
' And as I would not have theſe 
people count themſelves the on] 
godly and ſaving Iniirufors by a> 
undant ſaying over zew Teſtament 
words; ſoit is a very idle thing for 
them to endeavour to have their 
preaching believed more fſanctified 
and ſearching, becauſe they talk 
often-times concerning the Bible, 
giving only empty and looſe com- 
mendations of the Scripteres 1n ge- 
neral, There are (thanks be to 
God ) a great many Bibles 1n this 
Nation 3 and though the Coxformiſts 
do not poſlibly lay one 1n every win- 
dow, yet their Houſes need not be ſup- 
poſed to be without the Scriptures, 
| nor 
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nor themſelves without the: know- 
ledge and uſe of them. And what 
if whilſt they arein the Plpzt, with 
finger thruſt into the middle of the 
Book, they donot brandiſh up and 
down, as if they would diſcharge 
the whole of it together at ſome: bo- 
dies head? Whatifthey do not hold 
It forth with ſtretched out arm and 
voice; and cry aloud, Thzs; 7s the 
Book, this is the Book here it is, here 
it is 10 Book like this Book, 20 word 
like this word, no writing like this 
writing, no reading like reading here, 
20 ſearching like ſearching here, no 
conſidering like conſtdering' here 3 
Chriſt is here, Jeſus Chriſt is here, the 
Lord Chriſt is here, the precious pro- 
miſes are here. Yes doubtleſs (if 
- 1t be a Bible) they are all there ; 
and ſo is Gereſts, Exod, Leviticas, 
| Numbers, Deuteronomy, and all the 
reſt. But what 1s any body thebet- 
ter for this? Whowill read, ſearch 
or conſider” one word: the more for 
this empty amazing noiſe; or for 
ſuch as that, which Þ find allo in oze 
h of 
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of them: Search the Scripture, ſtudy 
the Scripture, dwell gn the Scriptare, 
delight in the Scripture, treaſure up the 
Scripture 5 n0 wiſdom to Scripture wiſ= 
dom, no knowledge to Scripture knows 
ledge, no experience to Scripture expe= 
rience, no comforts to Scripture com- 
forts, no delights to Scripture delights, 
8 .convitions to Scripture cons 
vidtions,, no converſion to Scripture 
converſion, Let them ſhew us any 
where in Scripture (notwithſtanding 
their ordinary sk1]l therein )-where 
any thing 18 adviſed or commanded 
after this (lothful and ſlIighty way. IF 
they be for elegarit compoſure of long 
periods, let them obſerve after what 
manner the A&s of the Apoſtles are 
recorded 3 if they be for ſhorter 
entences,, let them examine ather 
parts of the holy Scriptaresz and if 
they would attempt to propheſre, let 
them read the Prophets, and let them 
attend to that copious 72vertion, as 
well as loftineffof expreſſion that is 
contain'd in them. Surely if they 
were not charm'd with lazineſs, their 
Own 
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owriconceits, and a contenipt of alf 
that are not in their way and phraſe, 
they would judge it better, to ex-. 
plain to the people the principles of 
Ebriſtian Religion, and to give ſome 
fober direFions of living well, and 
perſwaſive reaſons to begin a good life, 
and proceed in the ſame, than to' 
think that time. only ſanAimoniouſly 
hid out, that is ſpent, in crying 
Here, hevez Look , look; See, ſee 5 
whereas there 1s nothing to be ſeen, 
but the outfide of the Book, nor any. 
thing to be heard but a long ſtring of 
words to the ſame purpolez and yet 
this alone muſt be caM'd flaſhing, boly 
violente, preſſing upon, and breaking 
into the ſoul; and all ſober, diſcreet, 
and well examin'd in{tructons,earth- 
b and heatheniſh. | 

Not leſfs idle and extravagant is 
that humour of theirs, of loading. 
their Sermons With abundance of 
Scripture, where it 1s perfectly need- 
teſs, and altogether impertinent. 
How far the true knowledge of 
one place depends upon others, = 
reſt 
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reſt of the world, that do not boaſt 
ſo much of Scriptzre, do very well 
underſtand ; but to heap on Scri- 
pture after Scripture to no purpoſe at 
all, but to make their fo//owers Bj- 
bles ſtare again with t#r7'd down 
proofs, and the firings and claſps to 
groan, with bethg overcharg'd with 
doubF'd leaves, 1s much too ſmall a 
foundation - them to oy: or think 

themſelves the oly true diſpenſers o 
the word of God. And that 4 
in the excellency of theſe mens hu- 
mour may be plainly perceived, is 
this, Foun = > aura Ok 
e be really for their deft ot 
out but fund a little conn their 
meaning) the more it is admired, 
this arguing long ſearching, and ex- 
perimental 5kill in the Bible, and a 
more hidden and well dige5ted art of 
applying of Scripture. Thave a Book,, 
Sir, that teaches me how it 1s to be 
done upon that of S. Matthew 3 
Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they 
ſhall ſce God. Now, Sir, to bring 
in all thoſe places of the Z;ble where 
| the 
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the. word pure is, may be done by a 
Scriptureleſs Divine of ordinary Con- 
cordance-parts; but to {tuff in plen- 
ty of Scripture . occaltonally, -unex- 
pettedly and wonderfully, 1s a pe- 
culiar priviledge, and, perfection, of 
the godly, The Do@rine therefore 
muſt be. this, That the Saints of 
God are pure Saints nothing that is 
zmpure can ſee God,nothing that is im- 
pure can come to God; for he that 
cometh to God, miſt believe that he 
zs, and that he is a rewarder of. them 
that diligently ſeek him, Heb. 11.6; 
And again, Jude ver. 4. Behold the 
Lord cometh with ten thouſand — — 
What £. not unbelievers, but Saints, 
pure, Saints: An unbeliever muſt not 
expe@ to be one of thoſe ten thouſand, 
he muſt not look, to be one of that num- 
ber z for he that expeFs to be one of 
that number, muſt ſo number his days, 
that be. may apply his heart to wiſdom, 
Pfal. go. 12. he muſt be careful of his 
time, count up his time, and think 
#por every day 3 bnt eſpecially the great 
day, the day of Judgement. For as the 

the 
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the Plalmiſt has it, To day if you will 
hear his voice, harden not your hearts, 
as in: the. provocation, and. as in the 
day of temptation-in the wilderneſs- 
And ſo, Sir, you may go on, with 
hear ,, voice, harden, heart 3. which 
you pleaſe : And this ſerves inftead 
of telling you, what is meant by pu- 
rity of heart, and what converſation 
fits a man for the viſto and fraition 
of God. y TH, os | 
_ And thus much I thought ſeaſo- 
nable at preſent, to be ſaid concern- 
ing: the preaching of the Nox-con- 
formiſts 5 wherein I would not wil- 
lingly be ſo miſtaken , as to be 
thought to charge every one of them 
with that folly and frothineſs that is 
aboye mentton'd: for I muſt acknows- 
ledge, that I know ſeveral- of the: 
to be modeſt, ſerious and learned. 
But. withal, I' alſo know , that the 
ſmall jnconſiderable #riflers,the coyn= 
ers of new phraſes-, and drawers out 
of:long godly words, the thick pourcrs 
out of Texts of Scriptare;the mimical 
Jqneaters and bellowers, and the vain- 

' M glort- 
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glorious admirers only of themſelves, 

and thoſe of their own faſhion'd face 

and geſture + T know, I fay, that ſuch 

as theſe ſhall with all poſſible zeal be 
follow'd and worſhipp'd, ſhall have 
their buſhels of China Oranges, ſhall 
beſolac'd with all imaginable Cordi- 
als, Eſſences and Elixirs, and ſhall be 
rubb'd down with Holland of ten 
ſhillings an Ell; when as others of 
that party, much more ſober and ju- 
dicious, that can ſpeak ſence,and un- 
derſtand the Scriptures, but leſs con- 
fident, and leſs cenſorious , ſhall 

ſcarce be invited to the fire ſde, or 

be preſented with a couple of pip- 
pins, or a glaſs of ſmall beer with 

brown ſugar. 

And as theſe People that are thus 
highly treated , have no reaſon to 
preſume upon their parts, improve- 
ments, and extraordinary infpirati- 
ons, becauſe they can utter forth 
abundance of Scripture words, of ve- 
ry good concern and fignification, if 
they were ſoberly applyed: So in 
like manner, it were very well if 

they 
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they would not altogether judge of 
the beſledneſs of their endeavours 
by the txult tunning after them, or 
becauſe they find by experience that 
they can force from people tears and 
bghs, and ſuch outward figns of the 
hearts ſeeming to be affected : for all 
this, and much more may que- 
ſtionleſs be done without either 
ſence, oratory or religion; long ſen- 
tences (ſuch as before mention'd ) 
ratt][d forth as faſt and furiouſly as 
may be, with Chriſt, Scripture,or:the 
Soul,every line; together with haxds, 
ſhoulders and head devotionally ma- 
nag'd , may be eafily conceived to 
make weak and filly people gaze 
more, wet more, and wipe oftner, 
than any thing that our $4viorr him- 
felf, or any of his Apoſtles ever 
ſaid. And this I know to be cer- 
tainly true, becauſe I have often ſeen 
people plac'd fo far from the 14n7- 
fter , that they could only ſee him 
make very much concern d faces, and 
fhew often the heaven! y part ot the 
ze 5 and might ſuppoſe, by the 

ot 2 preat 
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great p4ins he took ,: that he was a+ 
bout bufineſs of very great weight and 
moment; and perhaps now and then 
one ſingle melting word loudly pro- 
nounced might come down, and no 
more.; and yet ſuch as theſe weep- 
ingly inclin'd , ſhould. be as full of 
_ all outward expreſſion of devotion, 
as if they were juſt then to be coz- 
verted « and therefore I would not 
have them delude 'themſelves,. and 
think that their Hearers weep at 
their preſſeng Keligion more home; 
and ſearching the hearts more 
throughly than others 3 but at the 
zviſe, the tone, and fierce repetition 
of words. . And I think I am notat 
all uncharicable, if_I ſay, that many 
poor undiicerning people having oft- 
times ſo little ground for being zea- 
lcnſly moved, are as. perfectly de- 
ccived asever any body was, that 
took Sir , Martin MMar-alls wide ga- 
ping, tor melodious ſinging. And 
it 15 doubtleſs as calie a matter to 
make people cry and job again, with- 
out doing them the leaſt good, as it 
5x Is 
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is to make a Dottril ſtretch, or them 
yawn without helping them towards 
heaven. 

 'Thave but one thing more to beg 
of theſe Peoplezand that is, That they 
would not only ceaſe to call their 
preaching alone ſpiritnal,illuminating, 
and I know not what: but alſo that 
they would not. think that they can, 
or ever did pray by the Spirit : For 
till I ſee their ch;/drex ſpeak Hebrew 
at four years of age (which ſome ſay 
; may come to pals, if they be brought 
up ina cod, and ſuck of a Iolf) 
and themſelves (without ſtudying ) 
all thoſe Languages that are menti- 
on'd in the ſecond of the 4&s, I 
ſhall never believe it; but if they 
mean, they have ſeveral prayers of 
their own making, differing both in 
ſence and phraſe; or that they do not 
place every word after the ſame 
manner 3 but ſometimes put Eternal 
before Almighty, ſometimes Almighty 
before Eternal; or that they do-not 
always cornfe/s the ſame number. of 
fins, but ſometimes put in adultery 
WL. 
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and ſtealing too, ſometimes adultery 
alone; then is this ſo-far from having 
any thing of the Spirit 1n it (tn that 
ſence which they would pretend to) 
that it is nomore extemporary, than 
that this Morning is read 3 Bleſſed 
be the Lord God of Iſrael; and to 
morrow, O be joyful in the Lord all 
ye Lands ; Or that ſometimes we 
pray for r4in, or fair weather, ſome- 
times ſor health or peace, according 
to our neceflities 3 only with this 
difference, that this 1s printed, and 
by 4# of Parliament, and what they 
fay, is not. But ſuppoſe they come 
to that degree of confidence, as to 
begin at a venture; and having a pri- 
vate method, a ſtock of Scripture 
'Y phraſes (to be brought in after any 
manner ) with helpful ahs, hems, 
conghs, ſpittings , wipings 5 and ad- 
mitting beſides rude expreſſions, in- 
proprieties, often repeated tranſitions 
(when invention fails) and the like, 
that they hold out their Intended 
time : nay, furthermore,ſuppoſe they 
'{eldom or never ſay the ſame whole 
-ppprpentings TY” "os. 
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line, plac'd after the ſame manner;and 
that they do not confefs that by rea- 
ſon of their SP lives they are as 
wanton as the ſalacious ſparrow, nor 
pray unto God for ſyrup of Barberies, 
nor deſire the Lord to give them 
That ſame; and that they do not 
teachGod Almighty how to defend the 
Trinity (as I have heard them do a 
quarter of an hour together ) and 
how he 1s to diſtinguiſh berween 
 aumerus numerans, and mumerus 
mumeratus; and that the rhenm does 
not fall down oppreſlingly upon the 
ſpirit and lungs, but that they pro- 
_ ceed very clearly and ſmoothly ; yer 
ſtill there need be nothing of ſuch a 
ſort of inſpiration, which they mean 3 
for there being ſo many ſeveral 
words in the world, it is not at all 
1mpoſhble for a man (if he ſhould fo 
reſolve and make it his buſineſs) ne- 
ver toſpeak the ſame whole ſextence 
in all his life. And as for their ſaying, 
that they can plainly perceive a dif- 
ference between a Prayer that is 
fram'd, and one that is ſuddealy 
M 4 | and 
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and ſpiritually pour'd forth;Iam fo ve- 
ry unwilling to believe this,that if 1 
do not procure a thin pale-fac” d Hec. 
as ranka one as can be got 1n this 
Town, that ſhares his time between 
ſwearing and curſing, and he ſhall be 
taught a longPrayer,with a confeſſion 
of all the willanies that have been 
committed on this {ide the /ize ſince 
the flood,and well fill'd alſo with ſuch 
phraſes and words as they delight 1n 3 
and being double cap'd, and having 
well learnt his tome and geſtures, a 
Meeting of theſeSpirit-diſcerners ſhall 
be call'd: and if this-very ſmall Saint 
thus accompliſht (fuppoſing he does 
not put in ſometimes an 04th, inſtead 
of, O Lord) does not wet as many 
Handkerehiefs, & draw forth as deep 
and as many groars, as any of their 
greateſt pretenders to illumination , 
then will Inever hear Common-Prayer 
again : for if I could tell where to 
hear people pray miraculouſſy,it were 
very imprudent to run after, or liſten 
to frailand mortal compolitions. 


| And by the way, Sir, I would not 
have 


[ 169 


have the Papiſts pleaſe themſelves tog 
much (as I have heard they have 
done upon my firſt Letter) with an 
Opinon of their own prudence and 
preaching abilities, notwithſtanding 
thoſe imperfe&tions, which I fo freely 
diſcovered amongſt our ſelves ; for 
by what I find, by chance, in one of 
their Sermons,concerning Comtrition, 
I perceive that they can perſecute a 
Metaphor, till it be as ridiculous as 
people can poſibly endure to hear it, 
It begins thus : The Falcon when he 
has taken his prey,. he deſureth no more 
thereof but the heart, and therewith he 
is content 5, ſo our Lord Jeſus, when he 
had ranſom'd us out of Hell, he deſireth 
20 more but a meek and contrite heart 
of us : Therefore as the Falconer, ere he 
will give the heart to his Falcon, firſt. 
he will cut it,and then take out theblood 
and waſh it : So muſt thou give th 

heart to our Lord; firſt cut it with the 
knife of contrition, and then take out 
the blood of ſin by confeſſuon, and after 
waſh with ſatisfa&tion 5 and ſo with 
the knife of his Paſſzon, cut your js 

an 
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gnd not your cloaths, having in mind 
that the blade of this knife was made of 
the Spears head,and Nails, that his pre« 
cioxs Body and Heart was thrill'd with 
al; the haft was made of the holy Tree 
of the Croſs 5 and the wyrel was made 
of the Crown of Thorn that was about 
his Head. Whet this knife on his bleſs 
ſed Body, that ſo hard and cruelly was 
torewented on the Croſs 5 make alſo the 
ſheath of thy knife of the white Skin of 
our Lord Jeſus, that was painted with 
red bloody wounds 5 then with the Cords 
that he was bound to the Pillar, bind 
this Anife fo the girdle of thy heart 5 
and I doubt not, be thy heart never ſo 
hard, it will begin to break. It is 
doubtleſs a very ſtrange heart indeed, 
that will not ſuddainly break all in 
Pleces at the noiſe of ſuch Rhetorick. 
And whereas it has been obſerved, 
that ſome of our Clergy are ſometimes 
over nice, in taking notice of the 
meer words that they find in Texts 
ſo theſe areſo accurate as to go to the 
very Letters. As ſuppoſe, Sir, you 
are to give an Exhortation to Repen= 
tance, 
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tance, upon that of St. Matthew z 

Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven 
7s at hand. You muſt obſerve, that 
Repent is a rich word, wherein every 
letter exhorts ws to our duty : Repeat, © 
R. readily 5 Repent, E. earneſtly ; Re» 

pert, P. preſently, Repent, E. effeFu- 
ally ; Repent, N, nationally 5 Repent, 
T. throughly. Again, Repent roarings 
ly, eagerly, plentifully, heavily (bes 
cauſe of h) notably, terribly : And 
why not, Aepert rarely, evenly, prete 
tily, elegantly, neatly, tightly? And al- 
ſo why not A epplerpaſiy, B bak it, 
C cut it, D divided 3t, E eat it, F 
fought for it, G got it, &c. I had 
not time, Sir, tolook any further in» 
to their way of Preaching; but if I 
had, I am ſure I ſhould have found 
that they have no reaſon to deſpiſe 
our Church upon that account; and 
they cannot but ſce it themſelves, if 
they do but look over and confider 
their own 3zfirmities : and I would 
bave them know, that what I aid in 
my former, was not intended to help 
on their undervaluing us, but our 
own amendment.  — n_ 
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And as much miſtaken are the 
Laity of this Nation (which was the 
next thing I promiſed to ſpeak of) 
if there be any of ſo mean a judg- 
ment, and ſo idly and wickedly bent 
as to think that I deſign'd to encou- 
rage themin the coxtempt of our own 
Clergy; being alwaysſo very far from 
promoting any ſuch defign,that there 
is no one in the world that ever was 
more ſenſible of the groundleſs & hu- 
mourſome exceptions and prejudices, 
which ſome of thoſe /malland 7nconſr- 
derable people have entertain'd againſt 
our Clergy in general, than my ſelf: 
into which, Sir, although in my for- 
mer Lefter I did not think it requiſite 
to enquire, by reaſon the intention of 
that was only to look into ſuch things 
as to ſome few at leaſt, beſides my 
ſelf, did ſeem to weaken the reputati« 
on and ſervice of ſome of our Clergy ; 
yetin this ſecond, Thudg'd itconve- 
nient to ſeparate their foppiſh and ur- 
reaſonable objeFions from ſuch impru- 
dencies and misfortunes which I men» 
tion'd 1n my brit. br 
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And in the firſt place comes rats 
tling home from the Vn7verſpties the 
young pert Soph. with his Atoms 
and Globuli ; and as full of defi- 
ance and diſdain of all Conntrey Pare 
ſons, let them be never ſo learned 
and. prudent, and as confident and 
magilterial, asif he had been Prolocy- 
for at the firſt Council of Nice. 'And 
he wonders very much that they will 
pretend to.be Gown-mer, whereas he 
cannot ſee: ſo much as Cartes's princes 
ples, nor Gaſſendus's ſyntagna lying 
upon. the Table; and that they are 
all ſo ſottiſh and ſtupid, as not to ſell 
all their Librarzes, and ſend preſently 
away for a whole Wagon full of new 
Philoſophy. TH tell you, Sir, ſays one 
of theſe ſmall whiflers, perhaps: to a 
grave.,ſober and judicious Divire,the 
Univerſity is ſtrangely altered fence you 
were there 5 we are grown ſtrangely in- 

uiſitive and ingenious, T pray, Sir, 
2 went the buſineſs of motion in your 
days. we hold it all uow to be violent. 
T hear your old dull friend Ariſtotle 
arown'd himſelf, becauſe he could not 

underſtand 
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imderſtend the flux and reflux of the 
Sea5 if he were now alive, and good 
for any thing, we could ſave his life. I 
ran preſently demonſtrate to you how it 
is to be done, if you will but lend me 
pen and ink, and ſuppoſe butt the motion 
of the earth, and two or three more 
things that T ſhall tell you. Yes, but 
for all that, this youth of ſo much 
worth, ingenuity, inquiſttiveneſs 
and demonſtration, miay be very 7g- 
zorarut, and be very much a Coxcomb, 
and have ſo little grounds to con- 
temin ſo:worthy a perſon, that if the 
Gentleman pleaſe to carry him into 
his ſixdy, and ſhew him his Plato, 
Phitarch, and ſome other of his Greek 
Anthors, the poor thing perhaps may 
find as much reaſon to hang himſelf, 
as Ariſtotle did for diſpoſing himſelf 
otherwiſe 3 for he never ftands to 
confider, that there be Authors, fuch 
as Euclid, Tully, Plutarch, and many 
others that have been for many Ge- 
nerations of conſtant fame, and are 
Itkely ſo to continue, when as we 
find that curioully laid Hypotheſes 
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have their periods, and their cyedit 
much depend upon the hnmorr of the 
world ; and a Conntrey Divine that is 
well skill'd in thoſe Books (together 
with ſuch as peculiarly belong to his 
Profeſſion ) may deferve very good 
reſpe&t, and be of great uſe to the 
World 3 although he has not the con» 
venience of every Philoſophical News- 
book, nor can call every ſpot in the 
AM400n by its proper ame, nor has a 
Letter nt him of every ew Star 
that peeps into the world, But to 
proceed, Sir, upon Sunday the ſearch- 
ing young Philoſopher vouchſafes to go 
to Church 3 the Gentleman preaches 
concerning the Reſurrefion, and has 
ving ſhewn what method his Text di- 
reqts him to obſerve, he teaches his 
people according to the Scriptures that 
Chriſt did certainly riſe from the dead, 
and that the ſame power is able to raiſe 
ws alſo 5 and (although we ſhall have 
been long dead ) to call together all the 
ſcatter'd part of our bodies, and to 
make 4 theſe glorified bodies. Very 
dull, ſays the young deſpiſer 5 npore 

my 
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mny word and knowledge very dull # 
What a good Text was here ſpoil d, to 
divide it into this and that, and I 
hnow not what, when as it would have 
gone. ſo eaſily into corpus and. inane 3 
or into the; three Carteſian elements 2 
Beſides, like an old dull. Philoſopher, he 

nite forgat to ſuppoſe the motzon of the 

ortexes, | #por which the grand buſt- 
eſs of the Hypotheſis, of the Reſurre- 
Gon altogether depends; But this 'tis 
to truſt people with Texts, that cannot 
tell what to do with them. How maniy 
brave opportunities, did the Miniſter 
loſe of bringing in materia ſubtilis, ad 
_ materia ſecundi elementi ?' If 7 had 
been in his place, I could have done it 
at leaſt eight times 5 and then he muſt 
g0 and dronifhly tell us, that the ſcat- 
tered parts of people that had been long 
buried and waſted , ſhould upon the 
ſound of the Trump be all ſummon'd to- 
gether, &c. and never think to tell ua, 
that the body which had been long ab- 
ſorpt ir ſix foot of earth, ſhould break, 
open the cortex of the grave; and free- 
ing it ſelf from the maculating dirt, the 
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flat, the ſquare, and the round parti- 


cles ſhould be all ifſaciated 5 and com- 


bining themſelves into a celeſtial and - 


well concoFed maſs, ſhould become 8 
ſhining aud fix'd Star of glory. Aﬀter 
this, Sir, he returus triumphantly to 
the Colledge, not only. very full of 
the vanquiſhment of the 424iriſter of 
the Towz, but alſo throughly con- 
firm'd ta what he has (6 often heard, 
that all Coxntrey Parſons, be they who 
they will, are the ftrargeſt and moſt 
mean things that belong to the earth. 
But why ſo faſt deer child 2 Is it im- 
poſlible that the word Parſon, eſpe- 
cially if you put Conntrey before it, 
ſhould admit of any milder fignifica- 
tion 2 And is it neceflary that every 
man, though of very good worth 
and knowledge, if once he be ſetled 
out of the noiſe of the Bells, and 
does not every day ſee the Schools, 
fhould preſently grow deaf and blind, 
Toſe all his zexmtory and parts, and ge» 
eral ignorance ſhould fuddenly ſur- 
prize him, ſoſoon as he removes his 
name oft the Tables ? Perhaps it is but 

N Axe. 
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a report 5 and I do not apprehend 
but a Gentleman may underſtand as 
well at Barnet, asat. his Lodgings in 
Lincolns-Inn-fields 3 neither does he 
find any ſuch preſent decay and wa- 
ſting of parts, ſo ſoon as his Coach gets 
off the ſtones 3 nor ſuch great im- 
provement of himſelf, : when he is 
coming down Highgate-h1ll. | 
The next deſpiſer of the Clerey 1s the 
ſmall 7zgenioſo or Experimenteer 5 
who having perhaps blowz a glaſs, 
ſeen a Paper-mill, or a Bell run; that 
knows within two houſes where the 
beſt Chymiſt in Town dwells 3 and di- 
ned once where one of the Royal So0- 
ciety ſhould have been ; and looked 
another time into the door at Gre- 
ſpam, when the Company was litting : 
.he comes down with a recezt of a mi- 
raculous ſort of Gizger-bread, with a 
little pot of double ref'd Feſimy,and 
a box full of Specifick-perfurm'd Lozen- 
ges, and a little /icens'd eſſence of 0- 
range, and he calls the 17ifter and 
the chief of the Pariſs together, and 
he falls to his 7-2er70#5 tricks and-o- 
perations, 
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perations, and freezes 4 diſh to the 
ſtool by the fire-ſide 3 ſetsup halfa do> 
zen Tobacco-pipes, and then makes 
them. fall -into a Mathematical: afts- 
iſhing fignre : after this he deſires 
to withdraw, and: puts Claret' and 
Beer, together, and. brings them out 
#nmixt; and then he calls for a glaſs 
of. water, and with ſome few words, 
and a wet finger, makes the glaſs firſt 
to- fret and complain, and then the 
liquor to ſpark/e and foarrz and they 
mult be all fx'd and wonder, and he 
alone muſt ſzzzle, as.if he underſtood 
the reaſon. And ſo he rides upand 
down the Conntrey, and every Tow? 
he comes at with a 2ay-pole, he 
wonders what the Ariſtotelear Parſor 
and the. People mean, that they do 
not preſently cut it down, and ſet 
up ſuch a one as 18 at Greſham Col- 
ledge, or S. Fames's Park; and to 
what purpoſe 151t to preach to peo- 
p{ , and go about to ſave. ther , 
without a Teleſcope, . and a glaff fof 
Fleas, And for all this, pertiaps 
this great underraluer of the Clergy; 
MN 2 2404 


[ 180 ] 

and -admirer of his own ingenuity, 
cah :fcarte tell the - difference be- 
tween aqua fortis and aqua vite, or 
between a pipkir, and 'a crucible, 
or a furnace, and a cloſe-ſtool. And 
| beſides, he forgets to call to mind 
how many honourable and'worthy 
Clergy-men are now members of that 
Society , ( of which he knows no 
more than meerly to prattle -) who 
have given ſo many and ſo large te- 
{timonies of their z#gexnity, as do 
plainly ſhew,that one that 1s 1n Caro- 
ical black, may look through as loxg 
4 glaſs, , and ſee as farinto a Mil 
ſtone, , as he that wears a light Drug- 
get - andit muſt not be denied, that 
a great part of what has been as yet, 
or is likely to be diſcovered amongſt 
them, muſt be attributed to the di1- 
ligence and quick-fightedneſs of Ec- 
cleſtaſtical perſons, as well as others, 
I know there bea great many, who 
fore-ſceing that it 15 much eaſier two 
undervalue and abuſe knowledge, 
than attain toitz if they can but 
contrive a clearer Tale, and charge 

it 
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it upan that Royal, Honourable and 
Learned Company; they reckon them- 
ſelves, preſently. much more ingent- 
ous than they that.ſhould happen to 
find out the Longitade, or 'a , perpe- 
tual mation; but let them caſt up 
their. ſtories, and perhaps they may 
find that the znordain'd part of that 
Society may have rid upon, as many 
pacing ſaddles, have weigh 'd.as many 
?ikes, and are as ready to: ſave the 
charge of. ſunffer;, as thoſe. that are 
mn ers... | 

-., ButſHill, Str, there be more con- 
temners behind 3 for after. theſe fol- 
lows the young Gentleman, newly 
entred into the Modes and ſmall ace 
compliſhments of the Town 3 who ad- 
miring himſelf in his 140rxivg-gown, 
till about eleven of the clock, then 
it is time to think of ſetting the 
Muff; and if he chance to find out 
a new kxot for faſtning it; .that day 
15 very 7ingeniouſly ſpent : then he 
walks three or four turns in his chars 
ber, to make himſelf conſiderable 
and looking in the glaſs, and finding 
M2... It 
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it ſo to be ( having \turn'd doivn g 
new 'place oniird | in Littleton) he 
ſtretches: forth, '*and' in approbation 
of -his own worth, traloes himſelf 
down the ſtairs : then at the gate; It 
15 to'be 'confidered, where he ſhall 
eat; after that, which of the Hotfes 
he ſhall goto, and if he brings home 
a little I the” Prologue, and learns 
but ' two” or three of the Players 
names, 'his memory in the evening 
ſhall” be commended', "and his" im- 

rovements acknowledlg' d.: "And 'as 
bor this Gentleman, he having- NO- 
thing ("poor heart) to ſay againſt 
the Clergy-mar, he combs his Perithe 
at him; and ( though the weather 
be temperate) he walks the room, 
and fweats very much againſt him 
and by way of obje@ioz, now and 
then propounds three or four ſteps of 
A AYR and if he be ſo far entred 
into prophizre, 'as'to tell him, that 
he has brought him a new Pſalm from 
London; and then gives him in wri- 
ting. a bandy Song; he needs not be 
witty again all the time that he ſtays 
in the Conntr o But 
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But the great deſtroyers,Sir,are (till 
to come; for next appears the m2o- 
diſh, grave, and well conſidering Gen- 
#leman, that often calls himſelf to 
account , and always finds himſelf 
full weight and meaſure, but all the 
Clergy to be very light and contempti- 
ble, for ſeveral reaſons. And in the 
firſt place, he obſerves, that Divires 
are a ſort of peeple that mind only 
the inconſiderable thingsof thisworld; 
they never take notice how this 
Dwkes or that Lords livery differ from 
another; and they will idly ſuffer 
many a Noble-mans Coach to paſs by, 
and never conſider the things that 
ts behind, or whether they be Hor- 
es. or Mares, Engliſh or Flanders. 
Which of them can tell the' private 
paſſage out of Covent-garden, in- 
to—— without 'asking at the Bar- 
bers ſhop « or where the ſeveral Em- 
baſſadors lodge 3 where they dined 
yeſterday, and where they ſhall 
dine to morrow? And then for the 
humour of the Town, alas! Sir. 
there 15 not one Divine of forty, 
FI. N 4 that 
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that does or ever can underſtand a- 
ny thing of jt. How hard a matter 
is it to judge, whether it be beſt to 
dine at Speerings, or to {lide in after- 
wards; and what time of year and 
weather is moſt proper for the out- 
ward room, and what for the 5x- 
ward? How much practical Rheto- 
rick 1s requiſite to make a Coachman 
fully believe, that: he ſhall havea 
couple of ſhillings, and at the fame 
time, refolveto let down the boot; 
and 'with a ſteady mind walk ſoftly 
out to a Coffee-houſe, a little before 
you come at your Lodgizgs 2 Again, 
what accuracy of palate and breeding 
1s neceſſary to have a clear appre- 
henſion- of a wighty and lofty diſh. ; 
and todo reverence and tric juſtice 
to a glaſs of Florence, Mae, 
Frontiniack,, Burdeaux, Languedoc, 
F lajſcon de win, vin de Bourgongne, 
vin de Preſſorage, vin Pare, vin 

Parole and Taffalette 3 and to begin 
fmall Princes with a Loach, and to 
end the Emperours with' a eats 


tongue? Le not decciv'd, Sir, it-is 
| not 
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not Togick , Metephyſicks , Fathers 
and Councils, and. all the . reſt. that 
ever can exped to know or do theſe 
things, or balf of them. Beſides, if 
we conſider the great rudeneſles that 
are 'oft-times by Clergy-wen commit- 
ted, . in barbarous managing of hat, 
1mmoral picking {of teeth, uncouth 
\, and unfaſhionable ſzeezizg, clowniſh 
pronouncing of words, that ſhould 
have been gracefall hjp'd, and;xade 
and flat ſetting both feet upon the 
ground, when onefſhould have ſtood 
in fittering readineſs upon the toe 
for- a conge; when we conſider, I 
Gy, theſe-and five and fifty thouſand 
things more, we mult plainly con- 
clude, that it 1s- only for great heads 
pieces, men of birth and education, 
of proidence, and'a mighty reach, to 
pretend to honour and reputation 5 
not for poor unobſerving Book-men 
that go in black, Then, to all this 
mult be added. the vaſt skill that is 
required to the; tendring ' a wſt, 
with approv'd and #r0diſh accuracy, 


_ thar it be done punctually at the cri- 
| tical 
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; tical minute, neither before-nbr: af- 
cer ;/ that the ſervant that comes to 
the door,” be duly ſpoken to, ' ac- 
cording to the Ale provided inthat 
-great affair; that'/the Goloſhoes-be 
Teft'in their true and proper place, 
that: the Foot-boy be expert tn . ob- 
ſerving his'tutor'd diſtance, that he 


gives allowance for--Summer and?/ 


-Wititer, and that he never'ftands 
exaHly; behind "but" bearing! a- re- 
ſpe&fal- poirt or: fo; North or South 
of his' Maſter. Then having got o- 
ver all'theſe difficulties, and made a 


ſuitable' addreſs, there is further to. 


be: weighed, whether 'the viſit is'to 
be a "ſilent wiſtt,' or'a ſpeaking one 3 
and if any thing 15 to be ſaid, whe- 
ther the viſor 15 firlt to opeh,. or to 
expect till diſcourſe be offered; and 
when, and in whatorder the: health 
of the yy is to be inquir'd into. 
Lacka day ! ſays one of the accom- 
pliſh'd,' 'in what a lamentable con» 
dition: have I ſeen'a 'mortal Clerey- 
#111, 'when he hasask'd for a-Sor or 


a Daihter that- has been dead: a 
Moath; 


, 
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Month ; . whereas. he ſhould have 
felt out all thoſe things by degrees, 
and never have-run. himſelf into. the 
danger of a ſtumbling excuſe, for not 
knowing of it.before 3 how:-will his 
puling: Conſcience. be put to1t, 'to rap 
out preſently half a dozen ſwingers 
to get off cleaverly ? But- ſt,” Sir, 
there be many things behind; It is 
no fuch eafie matter upon my word, 
to: judge how much of the hand- 
kerebief ſhall hang out of the. coat 
pocket, and how to poyſe it exactly 
with the Tortoiſe-ſbel/-comb on the 0+ 
ther ſide and af: there be: peruke to 
be order'd, where 1s the manof the 
Charch that can tell when it is to be 
done to Old: 83mox the King,;:and 
when, After the pangs of a deſperate 
Lover £ Heavens and Stars ! It 1s 
ſuch a task to: be::conſiderahle; and 
of any moment/1n the World; that it 
would almoſt crack the brains of the 
moſt ſteady Clergy-man, but to hear 
repeated all the accompliſhments that 
are required, to make up a -z:47 of 
worth, But then ſuppoſe a Divine 


of. 
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of extraordinary parts and quick- 
nefs, and that has got, I know not 
whence, ſymuch of our od; blood 
in his veins, as to apprehend, in ſome 
low degree,what makes men for-ever 
bleſſed, and ſhould arrive to fome ſer 
forms of being acceptable z how will 
they makeſhift for Speeches and Come- 
plements, Paſſes and |Repaſſes, Parties 
and Reparties>? Put the caſe, Sir , 
that a fair Lady or perſox of honour, 
by ſome chance or other, drops a 
glove or handkerchief: Where isnow, 
ſay they; your mar in Orders; 'that 
can preſently ſnatch it up in an ext«- 
fre, deliver it with'boyne grace, and 
inſtantly ſay ſomething ſuitable to ſo 
great 'and. ſudden.occalion ? Nay , 
furthermore, ſuppoſe.we ſhould:give 
them ſome of the grounds and ele- 
ments of our being immortal; and 
lay down before them ſome of thoſe 
ineſtimable prizciples, by which we 
become excellent and admirable in 
the eyes of men, women and chil- 
dren, and ſhould: diſcover to them 


ſome of our ſeveral vows to God , 
Madam, 
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Madan 3 as I am a ſinner, Madam 5 
as I hope for Mercy, Madam: as 1 
beg your pardon, Madam: As alſo 
fome of our raptures and heights ; 4s 
T am a ſinner before God and your 
Ladiſhip 3 as IT hope to find mercy in 
Heawer, and in your Ladifhips breaſt 5 
4s T-defire to commit my ſelf to God, 
and your Ladiſhips diſpoſal 5 as I des 
fire to obſerve only Moles's, and your 
Ladifhips Comirands. Nay, to all 
this ſhould we throw in ſome of our 
$entile and very helpful words; as, 
intriene, harangue, obligation, des 
votion , altars ,' ſhrines, ſacrifices , 
guſtos, flambos,: contraſtos , and Or- 
landos, Ferdinandos: Ifay, ſuppoſe 
a tender-hearted Gallant, having a 
little pity and compaſiton for the 
low condition and ſtyle of the Cler- 
gy, ſbould unboſom and reveal him- 
ſelf after this free and open manner; 
yet ſtill black is black - for there isſo 
much of native gertility in the juſt 
uſe and zicking of theſe things, and 
ſo much of :yſery in the right bu- 
monring Of 2 faſhionable word, that 
| there 
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there is but very fall -hopes that az 
ny Clergy-mar ſhould be ever happy 
or valuable in this life. But ſtill, Sir, 
we forget the great bulineſs of »24- 
kind, the writing of Letters: Where 
is the. Divine that can do it, either 
to Miſtrefi or Friend, as a man that 
knows the World, the humour of the 
Towns, and that has lived upon, eat, 
and read men? And ſuppoſe we 
ſhould beſtow upon. a poor low 
thinking, Black-coat, one of our beſt 
forms, {ſuch as follows ; it is five to 
one he would commit ſome Eccleſia- 
ftica! blunder or other, in ſetting his 
name too near, Or in the folding or 
making it up. 
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| Moſt bright and tran- 
ſcendental Madam, 


| 8. Pref, reſume by the intet ar 
0 on of this courſe and er- 

 7DIzCOMs Paper, to arrive 
at your fair and infallible fin- 
gers ; and to þay the utmoſt 
tribute of my Devotion at 
the high Altar of your per- 
fetions. The great con- 


 cern, Madam, of my life 


NOW Is only 70 g4 the 


poor remain of zt, #0 your 


intrigues ; and to make all 
my intereſts and inclinations 
zo be obſervant of your Com- 
mands, and to do homage 


at 
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at the ſtirine of your Vertues; 
Nay, Madam, I amin ſons 
curioſ1 ty vbether Ibe above, 
br ori this ſede the hexvens 
Canopy ; for no ſooner was 
Tbean'd upon by your ſhining 
Ladiſhip, but I ſeemed pre- 
ſently to be altogether taken 
up. The delicacies of the 
_ Palate are to me grown all 
infipid; and it is the con- 
templation , Madan , of 
your glories alone, in ui 
E can for 2 ſatisfying - ga- 
ſto. fine, Mi pins gr 
there not we es of ſeeing once 
more your perf ſein {&lt, 


and 
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and receiving ſome - bene- 
difion from the flambos 
of your eyes, I could pre- 
ſently reſokue to commence 
blindneſs; and were it not for 
the Oriental perfumes that 
come from your breath, it 
ſhould not be long before 1 
ſhould put a period tomy own; 
Should T, Madam, go about 
to make an Harangue anſwer- 
able to all thoſe Jewels, that 
bye fromyour' eye-lids to your 
fingersend;zt muſt be aslofty as 
1enariffe, and as long as the 
EquinoGQial line: andthere- 
fore inſtead of that, I have 
O nothing 
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nothing elſe but to proſtrate 


at your. feet the everlaſting 


[OR of 


% 


MADAM, 

| The moſt devoted of all 

|  .._yourVaſſals, and the 
meaneſt of your 


Foot-ſtools, 
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Alas! alas! aClergy-#an muſt not 
expect to write thusz his blood is ſo 
low and'creeping, that it can never 
be inflamed to this pitch of paſſzoz 
and expreſſzon , with all the /ovel:- 
zeſſes in the world. Now, Sir, would 
it nor vex any creature upon earth, 
to ſeetrifles and feathers, knots of 
ribbon, cringes, viſits, and dewvoirs, 
a few faſhionable words and phraſes, 
and a form or two of a phantaſtick 
Letter, and a very little beſides, to 
undervalue charity and piety, real 
worth and ſubſtantial knowledge, on- 
ly becauſe it is in black, and the 
name of it is a Divine? . 
_ I have nothing more, Sir,. ta ſay 
to theſe People, only it would be a 
delightful thing if any of them upon 
what I now ſaid, ſhould miſtake me 
as thtoughly as the Anſwerer did a- 
bout Greek and Latin, Prefaces and 
Diviſions, Patrons and Chaplains : 
and preſently cry out, . that I am a- 
gainſt all zzeat and drink, guſtos 
and flarbos , altars and ſacrifices , 
| O23 feathers 


ſoul of the Laity: Fo 
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feathers and garters, perukes and go- 
lLoſhoes, head and beels, body and 


r I ſuppoſe, 
notwithſtanding any thing that I 
have ſaid, a man may put on a zew 


ſuit twice a week, eat and drink of 


the beſs he can procure, have all his 
faſhionable dreſſengs, and modiſh at- 
fendants; and yet be modeſt and 
diſcreet, atid not think it any vaſt. 
break, and elegance to foff his head at 
a Clergy-man, becauſe his hair may 
be ſhorterz not to deſpiſe him to 
dirt, becauſe he is conſtantly ob- 
ig'd to the ſame Canonical habit. 

But this laſt, Sir, that T was juſt 
before ſpeaking of, is but a vow #0 
God, #241, a great looker over his 
Shoufderz a filent and moderate 
deſpiſer of all Eccleſiaſtical perſons : 
that only profeſſes by his troth, and 
as he is a Gentleman and a Sinner, 
that there is nothing in zatxre to be 
found ſo altogether ignorant of hu- 
mane affairs, and ſo empty and in- 
conliderable as a Clergy-man 5 For 
after him comes the Tearer, and 

7 Core 
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Confounder of all that belongs to 
Divinity ; that troubles not himſelf 
to reaſon out the point: whether 2 
perſoz in orders, may not poſſibly un- 
derſtand as much, ſpeak and write 
aswell, and do as much ſervice 1n 
a Nation as others; but to makeit all 
ſure, and ſhort, ſwears it home; 
that they are all of thema Company 
of mean and undiſcerning people. 
Now, Sir, what great Judges theſe 
are, and by what meaſures they pro- 
ceed ; and how likely they are to be 
very ſevere diſcerners of what is wor- 
thy, and what is not, may be caſily 
ſeen by thoſe deadly witty arts they 
make uſe of to diſparage that holyPro- 
feſſron : and by which alſo they 
would raiſe themſelves the reputa- 
tion of men of parts, and wit : and 
the firſt thing wherein they are ſo ſe- 
vere and fatyrical s upon their 
names and habits, And you may 
ſoon ſee, Sir, the portion of it 
that 1s amongſt ſome of them, and 
the ſmallneſs of their Obje@ions; 


when to ſay, There goes a Black 
O 2 Coat 
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Coat ſhall be reckon'd a very good 
and ſpecial fancy : or to ſay, Here's 
to you Parſonz or, Good morrow 
Parſon ; if the word Parſon be hu- 
mourſomely and ſturringly pronoun- 
ced, ( as ſome of them can doit ) 
if well conſidered, is a very notable 
abuſe, And Tl warrant you, that 
arch Blade that luck'd Upon a mar- 
ried Miniſter, and ask'd him how 
Hrs. Parſon did; thought himſelf in 
little leſs than a rapture 3 and it was 
well, if he did not go preſently to 
bed, "and take a doſe of Diaſcordium, 
But if a Clerg y-man chance to meet 
an Old Teſtament Wit; and that he 
ſets into his tricks and drollings 3 
then he muſt expect to be call'd Ze- 
vite: and that you may not think 
_ his fancy to be \tinted, ſometimes 
he calls him Tribe, ſometimes Leviti- 
cus , and forevariety ſake, at other 
times Numbers, Tneed not, Sir, go 
about to commend theſe; they ha- 
ving been ſo often approv'd. Butof 
all the Wags, and Sly ones, that thus 
play upon a Clergg- man; he certainly 
IS 
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is moſt dreaded, that calls him Do- 
For; which if it be ſpoken with the 
utmoſt keenneſs of intention, which 
that word may admit-of, it goes the 
deepeſt into the Bones, of any thing 
that can be ſaid. I cannot forget 
(before Safes and Broad Hats came 
into faſhion) how much TI have ſeen a 
ſmall Pury Wit delight in himſelf, 
and how horribly he has thought to 
have abuſed a Divzze, only in twiſt- 
ing the Ends of his G:rdle, and ask- 
ing him the price of his Br:#2#mzer 3, but 
that Phancy is not altogether ſo con- 
fiderable now, as it has been in for- 

mer Ages, 
Another witty way they have of 
undervaluing this Profeſſzoz is, that 
they will not go to Church - asif a 
man of a very ordinary reach, and 
phanſie, might not ſtay at home or 
if they do go, theyY] ſpend their 
time in talking, and laughing, 
when there is no occaſion at all 
for 1t 3 nor reaſon to do it: For 
as I was concern'd in my former, 
(and alſo in' ſome part of this ) 
O 4 that 


[ 200] 
that 'there ſhould be ſuch diſcourſes 
utter'd by ſome, as might tempt peo- 
ple to abuſe and (light the Preacher 3 
foam I as much concern'd now, that 
there ſhould be ſuch idle, foppiſh,and 
extravagant people, that ſhould un- 
deryalue the whole Profeſſzo» of the 
Clergy at a venture 3 from the higheſt 
to the meaneſt ; let their Carriage 
and Behaviour be in all Circumſtan- 
ces grave and ynblameable z and tet 
their Sermons be as ſerious, judicious, 
learned and profitable, as Pen can 
write: for although it be tono pur- 
pale to deny that by reaſon of the 
unhappy Education of ſome, the low 
condition of others, and the wilful 
Miſcarriages of a third ſort, ma- 
ny of our Clergy are often (lighted and 
diſregarded ; yet on the other ſide, 
it is a ſign of nothing but perfect 
Madneſs, Ignorance and Stupidity, 
not to acknowledge that the preſent 
Church of England affords as conſide- 
rable Scholars, and as ſolid and elo- 
quent Preachers, as are any where 
to be found, in the whole Chriſtiay 
i $0 | world. 
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* world. And if theſe people would but 
. a little examine themſelves; and not 
count every Oath, Curſe, abuſe of 
Scripture, and the like, for Wit, Hu- 
mour, Judgment, and every thing z 
they. would find themſelves not ſo 
wonderfully ovyerſtock'd with Inge- 
nuity and Knowledge, asutterly to 
deſpair of receiving from the Pulpit a» 
ny. uſeful Advice, and Information. 
AndT have oft-times much wonder'd, 
that ſuch as make ſo great pretences : 
to Wit and Accompliſhments, ſhould 
pitch upon ſo eafie a method of being 
admir'd, and valuable in this world 5 
when as they ſee, that the grounds 
upan which they endeavour to be ſo 
famous, and 1lluſtrious, are ſo pre- 
ſently apprehended, that the low- 
born Coach-mer, Car-men, and Por- 
ters are come ta as great perfection.as 
the loftieſk of theſe Speakers. That 
certainly wasa pretty attentive Child 
who, as he was lighting himſelf home 
upon a Saturday night (after his 
Work was over) was heard to ſay 0+ 
yer, and ſort all the 0aths and Curſes 
| that 
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that he had learn'd in the whole 
week, from his ingenious and elo- 
quent Maſters, And I cannot but 
approve of the Modeſty of that - 
Youngſter, who being highly pleas'd 
with that excellent Phanfie, viz. Sox 
of a Whore 3 and not happening 
conveniently of Tapſter or Drawer to 
ſpend himſelf firſt upon, was forc'd 
to break his mind toan Oyſter-womanz 
and ſo being once enter'd, the Towth 
ſoon improvd'; for afterwards, if 
the Candle bane not clear, or the 
Pipe had a crack in 1t, or his Horſe 
ſtumbl'd, or Dog or Bitch lay in his 
way, they were all Sons of Whores. 
Nay, if a Trial in Weſ#z:infter-Hall 
goes not right, the very Caſe it ſelf 
is a Sor of a Whore Caſe 3, and that 
Purge that gripes, or gives a Stool 
more than ordinary , is a Sox of a 
Whore Purge. T know, Sir, that theſe 
Huffing Deſpiſers of all Black-Coats 
think they urge very hard for the ne« 
ceſiity of their thundering, and ter- 
rifying Style z by ſaying, that the 
degenerate part of the world, were it 

AOE 


[ 203] 


not for. that, would grow'ſaucy and 
unmanageablez and the unworthy, 
and - mean-ſpirited Creepers would 
make no difference between them- 
ſelves,: and the brave and bold Com- 
meanders of the Age. Curſe (ay 
_ they) the Groom, or Oſtler three or 
four times luſtily, juſt before you go 
to bed, and your Horſe will very 
near caſt his Coat, and begin to ſhine 
by the Morning ; and give a Drawer 
half a Dozen Granadoes as he goes 
down the Stairs 3 and if he be foir- 
religious, as to bring up any thing, 
but true Terſe, you will for certain 
ſhortly hear,that he has murdered his 
Maſter, and hang'd himſelf with his 
own Garters, In ſhort, Sir, were 
not people quickn'd to Duty, and 
Obſervance by ſuch brisk and remar- . 
kable Expreſſzons, the world muſt ſud- 
denly: end; and the very Gentry of 
the Natioz would be as much negle- 
cted and diſobey'd, as we find the 
modeſt and cowardly Clergy now 
to be. Indeed it 1s great pity, but 
that Gertle-folks ſhould be duly 


reverenc d 
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reverenc'd, andattended upon. Bur 
I was thinking , Sir , (ſuppoſing 
Swearing and Cyrſing be ſo very ne- 
ceſlſary to the ſtanding Government 
and Welfare of a — that a ſmall 
Inſtrument (about the ſtature of P#u- 
ginello ) might poſhbly be ſo con- 
trivd , with two Rows of Stops 5 
one for Swearing, and another for 
Cxrſing, that might upon all occaſt- 
ons. expreſs it ſelf with as much Dil- 
cretion, Propriety, and Elegance, 
as the very Owner of the little tool 
ſhould be able to do himſelf. But 
then indeed, Sir, as tothe extempo- 
rary and occaſional Wit, that is oft- 
times ſhewnin abuſing the Holy Scrip- 
tures; that muſt never be attemp- 
ted by ſuch a Gentleman of Wanſcot 5 
but muſt be performed by humane 
»onth 1t ſelf; for there 1s ſo much of 
fuddenneſs of apprehenſion, and ex- 
perimental (kill in the application of 
Scripture , that 1s requiſite” to that 
buſineſs 3 that to go about to per- 
form it by Holes, Springs, or Wires, 
would be much more difficult and 

chargeable, 
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chargeable, than Paradiſe, of $4ndi's 
Tater-IWorks. For ſuppoſe, Sir, a 
Gentleman going to Dinner to——— 

Houſe, and walking through the 
Narrow-Alley, miſtakes his way 5 then, 
Sir, what Engine, upon the ſudden, 
of Wood, or Paſiboard (but Gentle« 
14x himſelf) could preſently fay, 
Straight is the Gate, and narrow 3s 
the way, and few there be that find it. 
Do you ſee, Sir, how hard it 15? 
There is not ſuch a place again for 
that occaſion, and for that very pare 
ticular Alley in all the Bible. Well, 
Sir, he proceeds, and coming at laft 
to the great Hoxſe 3 he knocks at the 
Gate, and the Porter being not juft 
at hand, then comes out that of the 
Pſalmift , Lift up your heads, O ye 
Gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlaſting 
Doors, &c. Upon which, the Porter 
hearing ſuch great Wit and Divinity, 
at the Gate ; preſently runs, and o- 
pens 3 the Gentleman enters, and 
there finds a Servart ſweeping 3 then 
comes very properly that of the Pro- 


phct cohcerning the Beſors of Deftu- 
z0n ; 
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tion : For indeed, what - more,ex- 
aaly like the Deſolation of Babylow, 
than the. ſweeping away alittle. Dirt 
out of a Court-yard 2 After this he 
walks 1 into the Hall; where he hap- 
pens upon the Butler, and two Jeſts 5 
nd morrow Pharaoh , ſays he, 
(for you know Sir, Pharas had a 
Butler ) where's your Maſter, Pilate 
(for you' know alſo, Sir, that our 
Saviour was carried into the .Com- 
#0n-Hall..) Where by the way, Þir, 
you mult obſerve; that a true Wit is 
as good in the izſide of the Houſe, as 
. at the- Gate. Dinner. time draws 
nigh 3 and ſoon after, the Victuals 
appear :. The Gentleman is defired to 
ſit down : No, he ſbrugs, and begs 
pardon 5 having read, that the. firſt 
ſhall belaſt, and the laſt ſhall be fo frſts 
and then-he /ſhrzgs again. However, 
at laſt, Sir, wefall toz and amongſt 
other good things, there is ſomewhat 
that requires 12yſterd 5 upon that he 
deftres his Nezghbour LO rexzouve 4 Little 
of the Mountain to him : for if ye 
bave Faith like a grain of SE rd 
ſeed; 
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ſeed, ye ſhall remove Mountains, By 
and. by, Sir, half a dozen Chickens 
are brought in ; which preſently he 
commends for a dif of very fat Fe- 
ruſalems; becauſe of, O JFernſalem, 
Fernſalem, thou that killeſk, &c. 
though if he had pleaſed, he might 


as well have called them, a Dif of 


Prophets, or a Diſh of Would-nots; 
for you know, Sir, Jeruſalem, Pro- 
phets, Chickens, and would not, are 
all in the ſame Verſe. In ſhort, Sir, 
my Lord Mayor himſelf cannot pro- 
vide a greater number of Diſhes , 
than this Gextlewan ſhall have al- 
wales in readineſs Divine Phanſes > 
Nor leſs i#geniozs can he ſhew him- 
ſelf to be in his retarz (if there be 
occaſion ) than he was in his comrg 3 
for a Child cannot drop before him 
in the' Streets, but preſently, Tabi- 
#ha, ariſe 5 be it Boy or Girlz nor a 
Porter eaſe himſelf of his Burden, but, 
Come unto me all je that are heavy la- 
den, &c. nor a Water=bearer be at 
the Conduit, but, Paul may plant, 
and Apollos may water, &c, I know 
not; 
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not, Sir, how many thete be of this 
ſort of people in the world, who have 
nothing to ſay againſt a Prieſt, but 
only to ſwear more than ordinary. in 
his Company, or to apply a few 
Scripture words with 7»4pudeit Non- 
ſence, If there be no ſach ar. all ; 
then what I have now faid belongs 
perhaps to thoſe that dwell at the 
Ao0n, But if there be, I would to 
God that (in the mean time, tull 
they come to ſome ſenſe of — 
they would in ſome meaſure conſult. 

their own Credit and Reputation; of 
which, if they be ſo nice and ten- 
der, as upon all occaſions they pre- 
tend to be 3 they might plainly per- 
ceive, that this their childiſh' way of 
ſcofting at God, and his immediate 
Servants, Is ſo far from leading to- 
wards Wit, or Honour, that it 1s no+« 
. thing elſe but dry, blunt, infacetions 

Atheiſm. ; 
And ſeeing, Sir, we have been 
now ſpeaking of ſome that think 
themſelves the very Princes of the 
Age, and Wit: it may not be afnils 
"Op 
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to hint alſo at aother more modelt 
ſort' of people, Who are not for ſuch 
rotorious ſcoffing at God, and ſivear- 
ing down Towers and Stceples J but SD 
yet having but a ſmall opinion of Re- 

igion, and little regard to honeſty 
and conſcience; ( wit and himonr 
ſerving inſtead of that ) they muſt. 
needs underyalue, and laugh at all 
fach; whoſe duty ind ſerious em- 
ployment it is, to explain the Scri> 
ptures 5 and from thence to exhort 
to all Meekneſs, Temperahce, and 
Righteouſneſs : thoſe, I mean, who, 
if they can but cheat a little Boy of 
his Link, and Livelihood ; blow out 
a poor mans Candle; and make him 
prick his fingers, beat down a Ba- 
rcket full of the biggeſt Apples , of 
pawn' a young Gentleman, for the 
reckoning 3 and then call it by the 
right name: they are in their own 
opinions very much wiſer than all 
the 'grave and formal Clergy-mer in 
the zation : who are commoaly ſo 
very dull as to think, that one that 
is in the prime of his fancy, inven. 
P tion, 
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tion, gaynels, frolick, and atchieve- 
ments, ſhould ſubmit to ſet forms ; 
and to cat, drink, and walk the 


® ſtreets by Canon. 


Now.,Sir, I muſt needs fay,ſuppoſe 

a very antient- and folemn Profeſſor 
of Cobline, be very intent upon the 
great buſineſs of reparation, and all 
things promiſing highly well : the 
Awle glides nimbly through 3 the 
Candle conſents ,, and burns, very 
clear 3 nothing-of fear,, cloud, .or 
diſappointment appearsz but. ne 

ſings, or thrums at the great likeli- 
hood of the reſtauration of the fhoe : 

ſeeing nothing but that the Evening 

may cloſe well; his fleep be undi- 
ſturb'd, and his endeavours | be 
crown'd with being paid next morn- 

ing : on a'ſudden, Sir, ruſhes upon 

him darkneſs, deſpair, and a ſpright- 

ful Gallant ;, that ſpoils all his hopes, 
{hatters his Tuze, and inſhort, ,with 

one puff blows out every bit of. his 

burning Candle, and bloſſoming deſyens. 

Now, I fay, this was very. welf 

blown -for if Coblers ſhould not 

ſomc- 
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. ometimes be fruſtrated intheir plots, 
and contrivancesz but ſhould: al- 
ways ſucceed in their brisk and jolly 
humour, without diſturbance or in- 
terruption, they might In time come 
to diſreſpet the great Maſters of far. 
cy, and place too much confi- 
dence in the_ old ſhoe part of the 
world. But for all that this great and 
jult diſappointer may go-to Church 
next Sundayz and give due reſpect 
and attendance to his 1:ſirn&or, note 
withſtanding he did fo utterly defcat 
the Cobler. I alſo deny not, but 
that he that-in the Evening lets in 
the azr at three. or four. Hindows ; 
may. poflibly keep people from ſteep- 
ing tg ſecurely 5 and fo prelefve their 
houſes from being. afterwards: burat. 
But ſuppoſe a; Divine has a mind to 
walk; right on. to bis Lodgings,. and 
not to make ſuch remarks and obſer- 
vations in his paſſage: there” is no 
reafon. that he preſently ſhould be 
counted a ſenſelefs ſoft, and others 
the only Wits and Humonri8ts of the : 
#ge. For you know, oir, if the 
F 3 night 
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night be very dark,; and people be 


- but: feſt aſleep 3 Windows, common- 


ly fo call'd, are very frail, and fran- 


gible thingsand they will eaſily give 


way to a:cndgel, though - clowniſhly, 
and unhumourſomly applyed 5 as well 
as if directed by the moſt 77genions , 
and frolick ſome hand. Whereupon 
Iſay again, as we ought to take 
ſpecial care that we-do not ſet too 
low an eſteem upon theſe exterpriſes: 
ſo on the other fide, not fo to over- 
value them, as to think but that our 
forefathers poſſibly might have at- 
tempted ſomething m'this great kind: 
And therefore if the 24inifter in his 
Sermon gtves ſober rules, and advice 
to live peaceably , 'and modeſtly ; 
and to make ſatisfaFion for offences 
committed 5 he may with much more 
reaſon be believ'd, and liſten'd to, 
than wonder'd, or laugh'd at: for 
the Jeſt is never a whit the leſs, 
though the G/aff be paid for. Thave 
alſo . ( according as my occaſions 
would permit ) - taken into ſome 
conſideration , that - great affair of 

Apples 
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Apples ſpilling. AndI am thinking 
Sir, if the Basket ſtands a little lean- 
ing againſt the wal, or ſloping on 
a board; and that the Apples be very 
round, and the ſurpriſe be very ſud- 
der, and that the meditating Go- 
verneſs be very. old, ſtiff, or lame 3 
I dothen verily believe that much of 
the lamented fruit may get into the 
kennel, before it can poſhibly be re- 
covered. But ſuppoſe there be not 
ſuch great advantages to make all 
things thus ealily hopeful : and yet 
that the contrivance 1s ſuch, that the 
humour takes, and the frolick ſuc- 
ceeds; however let us behave our 
ſelves with ſome calmneſs and mo- 
deration 3 and not as if we had kil- 
led a Gant, orflew the Dragon. I 
muſt therefore always confeſs , 
that I did more than a little admire 
at the ſmooth and even temper of 
that Gentleman, who finding a pail 
of Iſlington 2lk ſtanding all alone 
at the door, and pouring it out e- 
very drop into the ſtreet, went on 
as unconcern'd about his buſineſs, as 
| P 3 if 


a. 
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if he had done nothing, but waſh'd 
oy hands that day : whereas if ſuch 
a ſgeial opportunity had fallen intq | 
ſome other humonriſts hands, who 
was apt to ovexplume himſelf upon 
ſuch exterpriſes ny would have run 
reſently back, to have told it at 
Fs Lodgings 5 have counted himſelf 
as great a Wit , as Ben Johnſon, 
Fletcher, Beaumont : 3 and have utters 
ly deſpis'd all the ftarch'd humour- 
leſs Blacks coats for {ix weeks after, 
becauſe of the great adventure of the 
Milk. 
If I were at leiſure, Sir, [ might 
alſo briefly mention another ſart of 


more ſhrewd and judicious Deſpiſers ; ; 


who have a very ſtrange opinion of 
Religion, Scripture, and the Clergy ; 


but they profeſs it not out of humor, 
frolick , or any prejudice 3 : but that 


they have look'd far back into, the 


Hiſtory of the World, obſerv'd the 


riſe and decay of Kingdoms, con- 


ſulted the Laws and inclinations of 
Eumane nature, and have very well 


weigh d and examin'd the boy cir- 
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cuteſtances, and poſſebility of things * 
and hereupon do very much wonder 
that fuch thinking creatures as men, 
ſhould be ſo Jong deluded with bug- 
bears and tales ; and the groundlels 
traditions of the zziſtaken and impo- 
fag Priefts., AndI need not, I fup- 
pole, Sir, tell you, that theſe are the 
Diſciples of Ar. Hobbs. And what 
ftri& weighers, and punGual exami- 
zers of things theſe are like to be, 
you may very near gheſs, by the ca- 
lineſs of their coxverſiou to his Do- 
Frine and opinions: one he comes, 
and fays he is very confident that 
Mr. Hobbs is a Gentleman,. and a 
great Diſcoverer of Truth ; for he 
hears of ſeveral very accompliſh'd, - 
and creditable perſons, that do ve- 
ry much admire the old Gentleman, 
and axe cloſe adhercrs to his Princi=: 
ples : and therefore he is refolv'd bo 
be a fire perſon too; and to be as 
accompliſh'd, and. creditable as they 3 
and to believe all, ſay all, and ad- 
mire all, that they believe, ſay, and 
admire; ſo ſoon as any body would 

F43 be . 
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be ſo kind as to tell him any one 
thing that 2rr. Hobbs holds : for if he 
could bur get it once by the end, let 
him alone' for the improving and 

management of 'it : qnother ſays, he 
is altogether as ſyre that all the 
world is in a | miſtake except Mr. 
Hobbs and his followers : for that he 
was lately at a meeting, where a 

friend of his aſſerted right down A- 
theiſm to the very teeth of a Clergy= 
#141: or, that if there were any God 

at all, it muſt be a kind of wooder 
God, ſuch as Mr. Hobbs's God : and 
he knows this friend of his to be fo 
much a Geztlemar, and of ſo much in- 
tegrity, and conſideration, that he 
would ſcorn to fay any ſuch thing, if 
he had not well examin'd it, and 
found reaſon to conclude ſo :' and 
therefore for his part, he ſhall take 
his word and Judgment concerfting 
the buſineſs of a God, before any me- 
thodical Prieſt that dotes upon his Bi- 
ble. Yes, ſays a third, Mr. Hobb's Phi- 

Lsfophy is certainly the only PElofo- 

phy - he muit needs be a brave mar : 

F durſt 
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I durſt almoſt (wear,ſays he,that what 
he holds is abſolutely true, let it be 
about what it will : or elſe ſuch a 
one would never have ſhewn ſo much 
ill breeding, and enconraged ſo much 
error, as to begin his health with ſuch 
ceremony and obſervance. It it pleaſe 
thefates, the next companyl come 1n- 
to, FI] put it about,two ina hand,up- 
on my word, and it ſhall run, To Mr. 
Hobb3,and the utter confutation of all 
Spirits and ſpiritual men 3, and fo hes 
ſufficiently enter'd, and faſt enough. 
O, by all means, ſays a fourth, Mr. 
Hobbs muſt needs be in the right - 11 
pawn half my eſtate upon it, that he 
1s: He ſhall diſpute with all the Ec- 
cleſiaſticals for a hundred pounds of 
my money, For he perceives now 
where the pinch of the buſineſs lies; 
for he has worn him above this half 
year in his pocket, day and night : and 
has above twenty places of moment 
turn'd down: ſome before, and ſome 
after the Candle was out. O, ſays he, 
how ignorant,& deadly cold am I, if 
by chancel leave him at home:he 15a 
| oreat 
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great deal more comfortable and 
warm than a ſquirrel in the ſleeve, 
But if yoy happen upan one;that has 
worn the Philoſopher {0 long,that two 
or three of his Phraſes are got 
through his pocket, and atlaſt have 
inſinuated themſelves into his tem+ 
per : he proves preſently a Chair-man 
inall companies: and if he lucks but 
upon a Clerg y-2747 , he 1s as great a 
Prince, as.ever Mr. Hohbs gave pawer 
to, Then, come Sir,ſays he, Come now 
for your Immaterial ſubſtances ; have 
you ever a one about you, Sir? I hear 
that you are much acquainted with 
them : yau live by the $pirzt, Sirs 1t 
is a wonder that you ſhould nat have 
one in your pocket: I have got howeſt 
Material Mr. Hobbs 1n:mine. T could 
ſhew you for a need, Sir, Spiri# of 
Wixe,Spirit of Salt,qr Spirit of Harts- 
horn : but I have enquired,and neyer 
could get, or fee any Spirit of fub- 
ftanse. Spirit of Subſtance ! that's fine 
indeed, What,Efſeace of Eſſence? pret- 
ty Iprofeſs. Indeed we have had a 
very curious time of it, a PAPA 
O 


| 219 

of very ſceing Prieſts, and ſearching Ph3loſophers: 
that ſhould go on, and 0n,;and teach one ang- 
ther | ſuch plain, palpable, and manifeſt contyg. 
dictions. Ask them how ſuch an effet comes to 
pals : it 1s done, ſay. they, by an incorporeal 
ſubſtance. Wondertully acute indeed! that is, 
by #0 body : or by a m0 body body ; or by ano 
thing thing. Tt was very well for this Natioz; 
that Mr. Hobbs was born at laſt; and a 4 
dozen of us, of willingneſs, and parts, to under= 
ſtand him 5 otherwiſe the wor/d had continued 
in a brave blind condition. It 1s not, Sir, ts 
' my purpole, at preſent, to meddle with , or 
examine their Maſters Principles: but I much 
wonder, ſeeing they may be daily convinc'd 
how much he has been miſtaken in his Mathema- 
tical attempts; that they ſhould take his bare 
word, and believe him not to be failing in his 
other Writings 3 becauſe he confidently ſays 
he proceeds by evident connexion, and demon- 
ftration. And whereas heretofore it was a work 
of many years ſtudy, and ſeriouſneſs that could 
entitle one but to be ſuſpected of Atheiſm - 
now he that has but ſeen 24r. Hobbs's Boots, and 
can make but a Moxſe-trap, 1s as fully privie 
ledg*d, as it he could pluck, up the Earth by the 
roots, Or make a man. | 

[ believe,Sir, there may be ſevcral others that _ 
without any reaſon at all are ill afiected to- 
wards the Clergy, One thinks. that whatever 
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Epiſcopacy be, yet the Lands thereunto belong- 
ing arc not jure divino : another is of opinion 
that the Clergy muſt by no means ride; becauſe 
they are to go, ard teach all Nations. And o- 
thers there be, who are therefore againſt Tythes, 
becauſe they think they g:zve them. But theſe 
were partly mention'd in my former - and if 
they were. not, it is all one ; for I can ſay no 
more at preſent, being ſuddenly ſent for into 
Devonſhire : where I expe to find ſuch employ- 
ment, as will certainly ſecure the world, from 
me being ever troubleſome in this kind again, 
Lam once more, 


Sir. 
Tour humble Servant. 


May 2. 
1671, 
Ts So 
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